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CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

Notice is hereby given of a Regular Meeting of the La Porte City Council to be held September 9,
2019, beginning at 6:00 pm in the City Hall Council Chambers, 604 W. Fairmont Parkway, La Porte,
Texas, for the purpose of considering the following agenda items. All agenda items are subject to
action.

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. INVOCATION  – The invocation will be given by Councilperson Nancy Ojeda.
 PLEDGES  – Will be led by Councilperson Danny Earp.
 U.S. Flag
 Texas Flag: Honor the Texas Flag. I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state, under God, one, and

indivisible.
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS  (Limited to five minutes per person.)

4. CONSENT AGENDA  (Approval of Consent Agenda items authorizes each to be implemented in accordance
with staff recommendations provided. An item may be removed from the consent agenda and added to the
Statutory Agenda for full discussion upon request by a member of the Council present at this meeting.)
(a) Approve the minutes of the City Council meeting held on August 26, 2019. [Louis R. Rigby,

Mayor]
(b) Accept the Tax Assessor's certified 2019 ad valorem anticipated collection rate for the City of

La Porte. [Michael Dolby, Finance Director]
(c) Ratify the City Manager’s appointment of Victor Peres to the Civil Service Commission for a

three-year term expiring August 31, 2022. [Corby Alexander, City Manager]
(d) Adopt Resolution 2019-13, authorizing the resale of tax delinquent property located at Lots 11

and 12, Block 988, Town of La Porte. [Shelley Wolny, Treasurer]
(e) Adopt Resolution 2019-14, authorizing the City Manager to sign a grant award and other

documents for the Traffic Control STEP Grant. [Ron Parker, Chief of Police]
(f) Adopt Resolution 2019-15, authorizing the City Manager to sign a grant award and other

documents for the Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) STEP grant. [Ron Parker, Chief of Police]
(g) Adopt Ordinance 2019-3755, amending Chapter 86 of the City of La Porte Development Code.

[Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney]
(h) Adopt Resolution 2019-17, approving a nomination for the Harris County Appraisal District

(HCAD) board member representing cities other than the City of Houston. [Louis R. Rigby,
Mayor]



5. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ASSOCIATED ORDINANCES
(a) The City Council will hold a public hearing to receive comments regarding their consideration

of the proposed budget for the City's FY 2019-20; followed by discussion and possible action to
adopt Ordinance 2019-3756, approving the City's Fiscal Year 2019-20 Proposed Budget.
[Michael Dolby, Finance Director and Matt Hartleib, HR Manager]

6.  STATUTORY AGENDA
(a) Presentation, discussion, and possible action to adopt a City sponsorship policy. [Corby

Alexander, City Manager]

(b) Presentation, discussion, and possible action regarding the City's participation as a sponsor
for regatta events during 2019-2020 at the Houston Yacht Club. [Jason Weeks, Assistant City
Manager]

(c) Presentation, discussion, and possible action to adopt Resolution 2019-16, accepting the 2019
HCAD certified appraisal roll. [Michael Dolby, Finance Director]

(d) Presentation, discussion, and possible action on a proposed tax rate of $0.71, and approval of
the recommended dates of September 19, and September 23, 2019, for public hearings on the
City's tax rate. [Michael Dolby, Finance Director]

(e) Presentation, discussion, and possible action to adopt Ordinance 2019-3747, amending
Chapter 82, 'Buildings and Building Regulations' - Appendix A 'Fees' of the Code of Ordinances
of the City of La Porte, for the purpose of changing fees for city residential building permits and
residential mechanical permits. [Corby Alexander, City Manager]

(f) Presentation and discussion on Ordinance 2019-3758, to amend the Council Rules of
Procedure and Ethics Policy. [Louis R. Rigby, Mayor]

(g) Presentation, discussion and possible action regarding the City's approach to locations for
warehouse/wholesaler/distribution operations in La Porte. [Louis R. Rigby, Mayor]

7. REPORTS
(a) Receive report of the Drainage and Flooding Committee meeting. [Councilperson Jay Martin]

8. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
• City Council Special Session, Thursday, September 19, 2019
• Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting, Thursday, September 19, 2019
• City Council Meeting, Monday, September 23, 2019
• Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting, Thursday, September 26, 2019
• City Council Special Session, Monday, September 30, 2019

9. COUNCIL COMMENTS Hear announcements concerning matters appearing on the agenda; items
of community interest; and/or inquiries of staff regarding specific factual information or existing policy
from the Mayor, Councilmembers, and City staff, for which no formal action will be discussed or
taken.

10. ADJOURNMENT

If, during the course of the meeting and discussion of any items covered by this notice, City Council determines that a Closed or
Executive Session of the Council is required, then such closed meeting will be held as authorized by Texas Government Code,
Chapter 551, Section 551.071 - consultation with counsel on legal matters; Section 551.072 - deliberation regarding purchase,
exchange, lease or value of real property; Section 551.073 - deliberation regarding a prospective gift; Section 551.074 - personnel
matters regarding the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or
employee; Section 551.076 - implementation of security personnel or devices; Section 551.087 - deliberation regarding economic
development negotiation; Section 551.089 - deliberation regarding security devices or security audits, and/or other matters as
authorized under the Texas Government Code. If a Closed or Executive Session is held in accordance with the Texas
Government Code as set out above, the City Council will reconvene in Open Session in order to take action, if necessary, on the
items addressed during Executive Session.



Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact
the City Secretary's office (281-470-5019), two working days prior to the meeting for appropriate arrangements.

CERTIFICATE
I, Lee Woodward, City Secretary, do hereby certify that a copy of the September 9, 2019, City Council agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin
board, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and to the City's website, www.LaPorteTX.gov, in compliance
with Chapter 551, Texas Government Code.
DATE OF POSTING
TIME OF POSTING
TAKEN DOWN

Lee Woodward, City Secretary



Council Agenda Item
September 9, 2019

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. INVOCATION  – The invocation will be given by Councilperson Nancy Ojeda.
 PLEDGES  – Will be led by Councilperson Danny Earp.
 U.S. Flag
 Texas Flag: Honor the Texas Flag. I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state, under God, one, and

indivisible.
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS  (Limited to five minutes per person.)

******************************************************************



Council Agenda Item
September 9, 2019

4. CONSENT AGENDA  (Approval of Consent Agenda items authorizes each to be implemented in accordance
with staff recommendations provided. An item may be removed from the consent agenda and added to the
Statutory Agenda for full discussion upon request by a member of the Council present at this meeting.)
(a) Approve the minutes of the City Council meeting held on August 26, 2019. [Louis R. Rigby,

Mayor]
(b) Accept the Tax Assessor's certified 2019 ad valorem anticipated collection rate for the City of

La Porte. [Michael Dolby, Finance Director]
(c) Ratify the City Manager’s appointment of Victor Peres to the Civil Service Commission for a

three-year term expiring August 31, 2022. [Corby Alexander, City Manager]
(d) Adopt Resolution 2019-13, authorizing the resale of tax delinquent property located at Lots 11

and 12, Block 988, Town of La Porte. [Shelley Wolny, Treasurer]
(e) Adopt Resolution 2019-14, authorizing the City Manager to sign a grant award and other

documents for the Traffic Control STEP Grant. [Ron Parker, Chief of Police]
(f) Adopt Resolution 2019-15, authorizing the City Manager to sign a grant award and other

documents for the Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) STEP grant. [Ron Parker, Chief of Police]
(g) Adopt Ordinance 2019-3755, amending Chapter 86 of the City of La Porte Development Code.

[Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney]
(h) Adopt Resolution 2019-17, approving a nomination for the Harris County Appraisal District

(HCAD) board member representing cities other than the City of Houston. [Louis R. Rigby,
Mayor]

******************************************************************

http://174.127.112.94/getdoc.php?cID=10000120&bID=136&mID=3344&iID=31328
http://174.127.112.94/getdoc.php?cID=10000120&bID=136&mID=3344&iID=31046
http://174.127.112.94/getdoc.php?cID=10000120&bID=136&mID=3344&iID=31384
http://174.127.112.94/getdoc.php?cID=10000120&bID=136&mID=3344&iID=31048
http://174.127.112.94/getdoc.php?cID=10000120&bID=136&mID=3344&iID=31229
http://174.127.112.94/getdoc.php?cID=10000120&bID=136&mID=3344&iID=31232
http://174.127.112.94/getdoc.php?cID=10000120&bID=136&mID=3344&iID=31270
http://174.127.112.94/getdoc.php?cID=10000120&bID=136&mID=3344&iID=31416
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE  
AUGUST 26, 2019 

 
The City Council of the City of La Porte met in a regular meeting on Monday, August 26, 2019, at the City Hall 
Council Chambers, 604 West Fairmont Parkway, La Porte, Texas, at 6:00 p.m., with the following in attendance: 
 
Councilpersons present:  Louis Rigby, Thomas Garza, Steve Gillett, Danny Earp, Chuck Engelken, Bill Bentley, 

Brandon Lunsford, Jay Martin, Nancy Ojeda 
Councilpersons absent:  None 
Council-appointed officers present:  Corby Alexander, City Manager; Lee Woodward, City Secretary; Clark Askins, 

Assistant City Attorney 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Rigby called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. INVOCATION – The invocation was given by Minister Rachel Cotton, Pleasant Hill Church of Deliverance. 
 
       PLEDGES – The pledges of allegiance to the U.S. and Texas flags were led by Councilperson Chuck Engelken. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limited to five minutes per person.)  Chuck Rosa said he believed the large trucks in 

neighborhoods was not a concern due to the prescribed truck route. Amanda Gerrish spoke in concern of the recent 
changes to massage businesses and their effect on solo practitioners without storefronts. Justin Suringer addressed 
his concern about LPPD. 
 

4. CONSENT AGENDA (Approval of Consent Agenda items authorizes each to be implemented in accordance with 
staff recommendations provided. An item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and added to the Statutory 
Agenda for full discussion upon request by a member of the Council present at this meeting) 

 

(a) Approve the minutes of the City Council meetings held on August 12 and 13, 2019. [Mayor Louis R. 
Rigby] 

(b) Authorize the City Manager to execute a Water Service Agreement with Eurecat U.S. Inc., for its facility 
at 13100 Baypark Road, in the Bayport Industrial District. [Lorenzo Wingate, City Engineer] 

(c) Approve proposed changes to the Civil Service Pay scale. [Matt Hartleib, HR Manager] 
 

Councilperson Engelken moved to approve the consent agenda; the motion was adopted, 9-0,  
 
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ASSOCIATED ORDINANCES  

 
(a) The City Council will hold a public hearing to receive comments regarding a recommendation by the 

Planning and Zoning Commission to adopt Ordinance 2019-3750 amending the City's Future Land Use 
Map Component of the Comprehensive Plan for an approximately 5.051 acre tract of land located at the 
NE corner of S. 16th St. and the W. M St. ROW, legally described as Lots 1-32, Block 1144 and Lots 1-
32, Block 1143, La Porte Subdivision, by changing the land use designation from “Commercial” to 
“Light Industrial”, followed by discussion and possible action regarding a recommendation by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to adopt Ordinance 2019-3750 amending the City's Future Land Use 
Map Component of the Comprehensive Plan for an approximately 5.051 acre tract of land located at the 
NE corner of S. 16th St. and the W. M St. ROW, legally described as Lots 1-32, Block 1144 and Lots 1-
32, Block 1143, La Porte Subdivision, by changing the land use designation from “Commercial” to 
“Light Industrial”. [Ian Clowes, City Planner] 

 
 

LOUIS RIGBY  
Mayor 
BRANDON LUNSFORD 
Councilperson At Large A 
STEVE GILLETT 
Councilperson At Large B 
DANNY EARP 
Councilperson District 1 

  

CHUCK ENGELKEN 
Councilperson District 2 
 

  
 

 

BILL BENTLEY 
Councilperson District 3  

Mayor Pro-Tem 
 

THOMAS GARZA 
Councilperson District 4 

JAY MARTIN 
Councilperson District 5  

NANCY OJEDA 
Councilperson District 6 
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Mayor Rigby opened the public hearing at 6:15 p.m. Ian Clowes, City Planner, provided a brief presentation for 
all three items, and explained the three additional conditions of the Planning and Zoning Commission. Applicant 
Justin Bennett said he has taken measures in the design of the building to alleviate the concerns presented 
previously, reducing door count and reducing the truck court by increasing parking to attract a different type of 
light manufacturing business in the proposed facility. Theresa Nowetner spoke in opposition to the project, due 
to an increase in overall truck traffic, and her opinion that there was strong public disapproval. Sue Sabin shared 
that she “did not have a problem” with the concerns raised, as the area has always been industrial. Chuck Rosa 
spoke in support of the project, and suggested the City work on the roads and increasing the number of trucks. 
Aaron Kimball said against the project due to the current amount of truck traffic and how trucks are driven in 
the area, although he was not against increasing industrial development per se, but with a balance with other 
types of business. The Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:44 p.m. 

 
Councilperson Garza moved to deny the recommendation from Planning and Zoning and deny the applicant’s 
request to amend the City’s Future Land Use Map Component of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The motion 
was not adopted, 3-6, Councilpersons Garza, Lunsford, and Ojeda voting in support. 
 
Councilperson Earp adopt Ordinance 2019-3750 amending the City's Future Land Use Map; the motion was 
adopted, 6-3, Councilpersons Garza, Lunsford, and Ojeda voting against. 
 

(b) The City Council will hold a public hearing to receive comments regarding a recommendation by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to adopt Ordinance 2019-3751 amending the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of La Porte, Chapter 106 “Zoning” by granting Zone Change #19-92000002, a change from 
General Commercial (GC) to Planned Unit Development (PUD) for a 5.051 acre tract of land located at 
the NE corner of S. 16th St. and the W. M St. ROW, legally described as Lots 1-32, Block 1144 and Lots 
1-32, Block 1143, La Porte Subdivision, followed by discussion and possible action to consider 
adopting Ordinance 2019-3751 amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Porte, Chapter 106 
“Zoning” by granting Zone Change #19-92000002, a change from General Commercial (GC) to Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) for a 5.051 acre tract of land located at the NE corner of S. 16th St. and the W. 
M St. ROW, legally described as Lots 1-32, Block 1144 and Lots 1-32, Block 1143, La Porte 
Subdivision.[Ian Clowes, City Planner] 

 
Mayor Rigby opened the public hearing at 6:56 p.m. No comments were offered. The Mayor closed the public 
hearing at 6:56 p.m. 

 
Councilperson Martin moved to approve the recommendation by the Planning and Zoning Commission and 
adopt Ordinance 2019-3751; the motion was adopted, 6-3, Councilpersons Garza, Lunsford, and Ojeda voting 
against. 
 

(c) The City Council will hold a public hearing to receive comments regarding a recommendation by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to adopt Ordinance 2019-3752 amending the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of La Porte, Chapter 106 “Zoning” by granting Special Conditional Use Permit #19-91000003 to 
allow for an industrial office/warehouse facility on a 5.051 acre tract of land, legally described as Lots 
1-32, Block 1144 and Lots 1-32, Block 1143, La Porte Subdivision in the Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) zoning district; Discussion, and possible action to consider adopting Ordinance 2019-3752 
amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Porte, Chapter 106 “Zoning” by granting Special 
Conditional Use Permit #19-91000003 to allow for an industrial office/warehouse facility on a 5.051 acre 
tract of land, legally described as Lots 1-32, Block 1144 and Lots 1-32, Block 1143, La Porte Subdivision 
in the Planned Unit Development (PUD) zoning district. [Ian Clowes, City Planner] 
 
Mayor Rigby opened the public hearing at 7:08 p.m. There were no comments. The Mayor closed the public 
hearing at 7:08 p.m. 

 
Councilperson Martin moved to approve the recommendation by the Planning and Zoning Commission to adopt 
Ordinance 2019-3752; the motion was 6-3, Councilpersons Garza, Lunsford, and Ojeda voting against. 

 
6. STATUTORY AGENDA 

(a) Presentation, discussion, and possible action to adopt Ordinance 2019-3746 for the purpose of granting 
a franchise to CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., to locate and operate facilities for transmission of 
natural gas in public rights-of-way, for a term of ten years, second reading. [Corby Alexander, City 
Manager]  
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(Councilperson Engelken has a conflict of interest affidavit on file for this item and did not participate in the 
discussion or vote.) Councilperson Bentley moved to adopt Ordinance 2019-3746 with a rate of 4.5% instead 
of 3%, granting a franchise to CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., to locate and operate facilities for 
transmission of natural gas in public rights-of-way, for a term of ten years; Councilperson Bentley then chose 
to withdraw his motion. 
 
Councilperson Garza moved to adopt Ordinance 2019-3746 with a rate of 3%, granting a franchise to 
CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., to locate and operate facilities for transmission of natural gas in public 
rights-of-way, for a term of ten years; the motion was adopted, 8-0. 

 
(b) Presentation, discussion, and possible action to proceed with allocating additional funding for Five 

Points Plaza Improvements. [Lorenzo Wingate, City Engineer] 
 

Chris Casey of Huitt-Zollars presented options and phasing for consideration. Councilperson Garza moved to 
approve proceeding with the restroom facility including storage and expanded parking lot option for the Five 
Points Plaza Improvements, without any of the other alternates offered; the motion was not adopted, 3-6, 
Councilpersons Ojeda, Garza, and Lunsford voting in support.  
 
Martin moved that the City move forward with the project as proposed and have discussion at a later date on 
which of the three design options were preferred; the motion was adopted, 8-1, Councilperson Garza voting 
against. 
 

(c) Presentation, discussion, and possible action to adopt Resolution 2019-12 designating MRC Global 
(US) Inc., as an enterprise project. [Ryan Cramer, Economic Development Coordinator] 

 
Tom Lockwood spoke on behalf of MRC. Councilperson Garza moved to approve Resolution 2019-12 
designating MRC Global (US) Inc. as an enterprise project; the motion was adopted 9-0. 
 

(d) Presentation, discussion, and possible action on the recommendation of the Chapter 172 Employee, 
Retiree Insurance and Benefits Board regarding employee and retiree health benefits. [Matt Hartleib, 
HR Manager 

 
Councilperson Ojeda moved to approve the recommendations of the Chapter 172 Employee, Retiree Insurance 
and Benefits Board; the motion was adopted 9-0. 

 
7. REPORTS 

(a) Receive a report of the Fiscal Affairs Committee Meeting. [Councilperson Chuck Engelken] 
 

Councilperson Engelken reported on the Fiscal Affairs Committee meeting, relaying that the Committee 
reviewed the purchasing card and investment reports and found all in order. 
 

(b) Receive a report of the La Porte Development Corporation Board Meeting. [Councilperson Nancy Ojeda]  
 

Councilperson Ojeda reported on the La Porte Development Corporation Board meeting, relaying that the 
Board voted to deny a grant for 10325 West Fairmont Parkway, elected Richard Warren as President and 
Nancy Ojeda as Vice President, and approved the Economic Development budget. 
 

8. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
• City Council Meeting, Monday, September 9, 2019 
• Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting, Thursday, September 19, 2019 
• City Council Meeting, Monday, September 23, 2019 
• Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting, Thursday, September 26, 2019 

 
City Manager Corby Alexander offered staff would reach out to Ms. Gerrish on the massage business ordinance. 

 
9. COUNCIL COMMENTS regarding matters appearing on the agenda; recognition of community members, 

city employees, and upcoming events; inquiry of staff regarding specific factual information or existing 
policies. 

 
Councilpersons thanked all for participating in the Council deliberation process; complimented LPPD for their 
training and performance in the school district as all prepared for school to resume; recognized Agape Centric for 
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their school supply giveaways; welcomed new Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator Johnny Morales; 
expressed appreciation for the approval of the project at Five Points; thanked staff for their preparation and 
presentations; shared the pleasure of attending the Senior Dance; encouraged citizens to attend and share their 
opinions; thanked the City’s IT Department for keeping the City safe in last week’s ransomware attacks; and the 
Mayor shared his visit to the Salt Grass Chapter meeting last week. 

  
ADJOURN – Without objection, Mayor Rigby adjourned the meeting at 8:28 p.m. 
 
_______________________________ 
Lee Woodward, City Secretary 



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Michael G. Dolby, CPA  

Department: Finance  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Letter from Tax Assessor 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 

 
In accordance with Section 26.04 of the state Property Tax Code (Title 1 of the Tax Code), the 
Tax Assessor is required to certify the City’s 2019 ad valorem anticipated collection rate. The 
City’s Tax Assessor, Ms. Piggott, of Goose Creek ISD, anticipates a 100% percent combined 
collection of current and delinquent taxes with penalties and interest. The collection percentage 
is for current, delinquent, and penalty and interest collected during the fiscal year against the 
City’s current roll billing.  

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 
I move to accept the Tax Assessor’s certification regarding the anticipated combined collection 
rate of 100%. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



TAX SERVICES GCCISD

CHARLENE PIGGOTT

DIRECTOR OF TAX SERVICES
★

July 17,2019

City of La Porte
Mr. Michael Dolby
Director of Finance

604 W. Fairmont Parkway
La Porte, Texas 77571

Ref: Certification of Collection Rate 2019

Dear Mr. Dolby:

Attached for the City Council and Mayor consideration and review is the 2019 certified

ad valorem anticipated collection rate.

This Tax Assessor/Collector certification is required by the State Property Tax Code,
Section 26.04 (b) and must be submitted to the governing body before the Tax
Assessor/Collector can calculate the 2019 Effective Tax Rate.

The anticipated combined collections of the current and delinquent taxes with penalties
and interest will provide the City of La Porte one hundred percent (100%) collections of
the 2019 tax billing and is therefore certified at one hundred percent (100%).

If I can be of further service, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Charlene Piggott, RTA, CSTA

Ends. (1)

P.O. Box 2805 • Baytown,Texas 77522 • (281) 707-3701 • FAX (281) 420-4999

scpiggot@gccisd .net



STATE OF TEXAS

PROPERTY TAX CODE, SECTION 26.04 (b)

COUNTY OF HARRIS

CERTIFICATION OF ANTICIPATED COLLECTION RATE FOR

CITY OF LA PORTE

I, Charlene Piggott, Tax Assessor/Collector for the City of La Porte, certify that

the anticipated collection rate of said municipality for the 2019 taxable year is one-

hundred percent (100%). This percentage represents the sum of current and delinquent

taxes, including penalties and interest, collected between July V'- of this year and July 1

of the next year.

St

The amount of excess debt collection for the 2018 year was $0.00 dollars.

nhj.S■ io/'9
DateCharlene Piggott, RTA,'eSTA

Tax Assessor/Collector

City of La Porte



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested:  September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Corby Alexander, City Manager  

Department: Administration/CMO  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits:  

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

The City Manager has appointed Victor Peres to the Civil Service Commission for a three-year 
term expiring August 31, 2022. 
 
The Civil Service Commission for the City of La Porte was established in 1981, when the citizens 
voted to adopt the state’s Municipal Civil Service Law as it applies to sworn police officers. In 
compliance with state law, the Commission adopted rules relating to the appointments and the 
promotions of sworn police officers. The Civil Service Commission conducts investigations and 
hearings related to police officers appeals of disciplinary actions. Members are appointed to three-
year terms by the City Manager and ratified by the City Council. The other current members are 
Keith Trainer and Les Bird. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

I move to ratify the City Manager’s appointment of Victor Peres to the Civil Service 
Commission for a three-year term expiring August 31, 2022. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Shelley Wolny, Treasurer  

Department: Finance  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Resolution 2019-16, Deed, Attorney Letter, Analysis, Bid & 

Map 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

If a property is sold or struck off to a taxing unit that is party to the judgment, the taxing unit may sell 
the property at any time by public or private sale.  The City of La Porte has had the property located at 
0 Lobit Avenue on the public resale list since 1999 and has received a minimum bid from Samuel 
Schoolcraft in the amount of $3,289.38, which includes judgment value plus costs and post–judgment 
taxes. The property is vacant. At this time staff is asking the City Council to adopt a resolution to approve 
the sale of the property listed below for the amount that has been offered.   

 
98-31451 – Lots 11 and 12, Block 988, Town of La Porte – Offer $3,289.38 (cost + taxes) 

 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

I move to adopt Resolution 2019-16, to accept a bid by Samuel Schoolcraft to acquire the tax resale 
property described as Tract 2: Lots 11 and 12, Block 988, Town of La Porte, according to the map or plat 
thereof recorded in Volume 1, Page 27, Map Records of Harris County, Texas, Account No. 024-157-
000-0049. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-13 
 

WHEREAS, the City of La Porte, La Porte Independent School District, Harris County, Harris County 

Education Department, Port of Houston of Harris County Authority, Harris County Flood Control District, 

Harris County Hospital District and San Jacinto Community College District ("Taxing Authorities") foreclosed 

on a property ("the property") through a delinquent tax lawsuit and judgment identified as follows: 

 

Tract 2:  Lots 11 and 12, Block 988, Town of La Porte, according to the map or plat thereof recorded in 

Volume 1, Page 27, Map Records of Harris County, Texas. Account No. 024-157-000-0049 

 

WHEREAS, the Taxing Authorities remain unpaid after exhausting all legal means to satisfy the collection of 

the delinquent taxes due and owing to the Taxing Authorities, including conducting a public auction of the 

prope1ty by the Harris County Constable whereby the property was struck off to the Taxing Authorities; and 

 

WHEREAS, being no bids for the property at the tax sale on July 6, 1999, the City of La Porte, Trustee for 

itself and the other Taxing Authorities, now holds the prope1ty in trust to secure the payment of taxes, 

penalties, interest and costs owed to all Taxing Authorities participating in the foreclosure judgment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the property held in trust by the City of La Porte, Trustee for itself and the other Taxing 

Authorities, is exempt from taxation and it is in the best interest of the Taxing Authorities to have the property 

returned to the active tax roll as a taxable property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of La Porte has received an offer of $3,289.38 from Samuel Schoolcraft to purchase the 

property. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the City of La Porte: 

 

1. That all of the above paragraphs are true, correct and in the best interest of the City of La Porte and all the 

other Taxing Authorities, and as such they are hereby incorporated in full and made part of this Resolution. 

 

2. That the City of La Porte accepts the tax resale offer by Samuel Schoolcraft and authorizes the Mayor of the 

City of La Porte to sign and execute the deed on behalf of the City of La Porte as Trustee for itself and the 

other Taxing Authorities, to transfer title to the person submitting the offer to purchase the property. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this, the __________ day of __________________, 2019. 

 

      CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 
 

             

      Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 



 

 

             

Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 



















 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Ron Parker, Chief of Police  

Department: Police  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: 

1) Speed and Intersection Traffic Control Resolution 2019-14  

2) Texas Traffic Safety Program Grant Agreement 

 
 

SUMMARY 

The La Porte Police Department has made its annual application for the TXDOT S.T.E.P. 
(Selective Traffic Enforcement Program) grant concerning overtime reimbursement for Speed 
and Intersection Control for the fiscal year 2019-20. This will mark the tenth year for which the 
Department has applied for the grant. TxDOT has preliminarily approved the award and 
forwarded the attached grant agreement for the City Council’s consideration and approval. 
 
The grant will reimburse the City up to $40,970.00, with matching contributions from the City 
of $11,680.55.  
 
The available hours are posted and can only be filled by staff members during hours that they 
are not working a regular shift. 
 
Although the grant pays only base salary, as in past years, the Police Department will continue 
to meet the match through administrative costs and employee benefits. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 

I move to adopt Resolution 2019-14, authorizing the City Manager to sign the grant award and 
other documents for the Speed and Intersection Traffic Control STEP grant. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: Grant Fund 
 

Account Number: 03252535211020 
 

Amount Budgeted: $44,978.00 
 

Amount Requested: $40,970.00 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

   

 



RESOLUTION NO. 2019-14 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT AND EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THE 

SPEED/ITC STEP GRANT, THROUGH THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTION, FOR 

THE FISCAL YEAR 2020 

 

WHEREAS, injuries and deaths from traffic crashes bring loss and suffering to the citizens of this community; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost of such injuries brings economic hardship to families; and 

 

WHEREAS, the community’s health care system and emergency response resources are significantly impacted 

by injuries of traffic crashes; and 

 

WHEREAS, research shows that speed is a causative factor in many traffic crashes; and 

 

WHEREAS, failure to obey traffic control devices, signs and signals at intersections causes many traffic crashes; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration statistics have shown that reducing speed limit 

and traffic control violators prevents crashes, saves lives and reduces non-fatal injuries while resulting in 

economic savings to society; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Speed/Intersection Traffic Control STEP includes public education and intensified law 

enforcement to get the community to comply with speed limits and traffic control devices, signs and signals. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of La Porte authorizes the City Manager to execute all 

documents for the Speed/ITC STEP Grant for October 1, 2019, through September 30, 2020; joining public and 

private sector leaders across Texas supporting the campaign; urging all residents and visitors of La Porte to abide 

by traffic laws, to protect life and the quality of life in this community.  

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this, the __________ day of __________________, 2019. 
 

 

      CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 

 

             

      Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

             



Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 

 





































































 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Ron Parker, Chief of Police  

Department: Police  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: 

1) Speed and Intersection Traffic Control Resolution 2019-15  

2) Texas Traffic Safety Program Grant Agreement 

 
 

SUMMARY 

The La Porte Police Department has made its annual application for the TxDOT S.T.E.P. 
(Selective Traffic Enforcement Program) CMV (Commercial Motor Vehicles) grant concerning 
overtime reimbursement for Commercial Motor Vehicle enforcement for the fiscal year 2019-
20. This will mark the second year for which the Department has applied for the grant. TxDOT 
has preliminarily approved the award and forwarded the attached grant agreement for the 
City Council’s consideration and approval. 
 
The grant will reimburse the City up to $11,960.00 with matching contributions from the City 
of $3,409.80. 
 
The available hours are posted and can only be filled by staff members during hours that they 
are not working a regular shift. 
 
Although the grant pays only base salary, as in past years, the Police Department will continue 
to meet the match through administrative costs and employee benefits. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 

I move to adopt Resolution 2019-15 authorizing the City Manager to sign the grant award and 
other documents for the Commercial Motor Vehicle STEP grant. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: Grant Fund 
 

Account Number: 03252535211020 
 

Amount Budgeted: $12,000.00 
 

Amount Requested: $11,960.00 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

   

 



































































RESOLUTION NO. 2019-15 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT AND EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THE 

CMV STEP GRANT, THROUGH THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTION, FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR 2020 

 

WHEREAS, injuries and deaths from commercial motor vehicle traffic violations and crashes bring loss and 

suffering to the citizens of this community; and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost of such injuries brings economic hardship to families and communities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the community’s health care system and emergency response resources are significantly impacted 

by injuries of commercial motor vehicle traffic crashes; and 

 

WHEREAS, research shows that speed is a causative factor in many commercial motor vehicle traffic crashes; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, failure to obey traffic control devices, signs and signals at intersections causes many commercial 

motor vehicle traffic crashes; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration statistics have shown that reducing speed limit 

and traffic control violators prevents crashes, saves lives and reduces non-fatal injuries while resulting in 

economic savings to society; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commercial Motor Vehicle STEP includes public education and intensified law enforcement to 

get the community and drivers of commercial motor vehicles to comply with speed limits and traffic control 

devices, signs and signals therefore protecting the occupants of commercial motor vehicles and others on the 

roadways;  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of La Porte authorizes the City Manager to execute all 

documents for CMV STEP Grant for October 1, 2019, through September 30, 2020; joining public and private 

sector leaders across Texas supporting the campaign; urging all residents and visitors of La Porte to abide by 

traffic laws, to protect life and the quality of life in this community.  

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this, the __________ day of __________________, 2019. 
 

 

      CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 

 

             

      Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 



 

 

             

Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Clark Askins, Asst. City Atty.  

Department: City Attorney  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Ord. 2019-3755 marked up and clean versions 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

In March 2019, the Municipal Court noted that material from Ord. 2016-3633, concerning the 
fine amount for a violation of Ch. 86 of the Development Regulations was missing. Upon 
investigation, it was determined that a portion of the penalty clause at end of the ordinance was 
inadvertently omitted and unnoticed by staff at the time of adoption. In Section 2 of the original 
ordinance text “shall be fined in a sum not to exceed two thousand dollars” was omitted and 
this agenda item reflects the changes necessary to correct this omission. 
 
The Assistant City Attorney has reviewed the original ordinance and conferred with the Planning 
Department to provide the complete Ordinance 2019-3755, with the full penalty wording 
included, for consideration. There are no changes proposed to the regulations contained in 
Chapter 86. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 
I move to adopt Ordinance 2019-3755, amending Chapter 86 of the City of La Porte 
Development Code. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-3755 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 86 "DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS" OF THE CODE 

OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS BY ADOPTING COMPREHENSIVE 

GUIDELINES, RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAND 

IN THE CITY OF LA PORTE; PROVIDING THAT ANY PERSON VIOLATING THE TERMS OF THIS 

ORDINANCE SHALL BE DEEMED GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND UPON CONVICTION 

SHALL BE FINED IN A SUM NOT TO EXCEED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS; PROVIDING FOR 

THE PUBLICATION OF THE CAPTION HEREOF; CONTAINING A REPEALING CLAUSE; 

CONTAINING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; FINDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN 

MEETINGS LAW; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF 

BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS: 
 

Section 1:  That Chapter 86, "Development Regulations", of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Porte, Texas, is 

hereby amended in its entirety and shall hereinafter read as follows: 

“ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 

  

Sec. 86-1. - Purpose.  

 
(a)  It is the intent of this chapter for the city to outline the requirements for subdividers, developers, applicants, engineers, surveyors, 

realtors and other persons interested and involved in the subdivision and development of land.  

(b)  It is also the intent, purpose and scope of this chapter to promote the vision, goals and policies of the city's comprehensive plan 

and all of its components and to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the public.  

Sec. 86-2. - Statutory authority and jurisdiction.  

 
(a)  Pursuant to the authority granted to cities and counties under the constitution and laws of the state, including the provisions of 

Texas Local Government Code Chapter 212, and as amended, the city council does hereby adopt the rules and regulations 

established in this chapter governing the subdivision and development of land within the city limits provided, however, that the 

City of La Porte excludes from the terms, conditions and effects of this chapter and all amendments hereto, unsubdivided 

development in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city, and land included within the boundaries of any industrial district or 

districts that may be hereafter created by the City of La Porte and amendments thereto of the Texas Local Government Code.  

(b)  The approving authority shall review all plans, plats, and all accompanying documentation required in this chapter, and require 

developer and subdivider compliance with the applicable state law, this chapter, the zoning ordinance of the City of La Porte, other 

applicable ordinances of the City of La Porte, the City of La Porte Comprehensive Plan, and approved written policies and 

procedures of the City of La Porte.  

(c)  If any section of this chapter is in conflict with other provisions of this chapter or any other ordinance, the more restrictive rule or 

regulation shall apply.  

Sec. 86-3. - Conformance requirements.  

 
(a)  In so implementing this chapter, the city may, as needed, utilize policies in the city's comprehensive plan, including but not limited 

to the future land use plan and corresponding provisions, as well as complementary general design and construction standards 

approved by ordinance by city council.  

(b)  All development must also be in compliance with the City's Public Improvement Criteria Manual (PICM), where applicable.  



(c)  It shall be unlawful for any owner or agent of any owner of land to layout, subdivide, resubdivide, plat, or replat any land within 

the City of La Porte or its extraterritorial jurisdiction without an approved city development authorization. In addition, it shall be 

unlawful for any owner or agent of any owner of land to cause the development of any land within the corporate limits of the City 

of La Porte, without an approved city development authorization. It shall be unlawful for any such owner or agent to offer for sale 

or sell property therein or thereby, which has not been laid out, subdivided, re-subdivided, platted, replatted or developed without 

the approvals required in this chapter, subsequent to the passage of this chapter.  

(d)  The city shall withhold all city improvements of whatsoever nature, including the maintenance of streets and the furnishing of 

utilities from all subdivisions or developments not in conformance with the provisions of this chapter.  

(e)  No building permit shall be issued for the erection or improvements of any building in the city's jurisdiction not located within an 

approved and recorded subdivision plat or within an approved development site plan as defined herein.  

 

Sec. 86-4. - Definitions.  

 
For the purpose of this chapter the following various terms, phrases and words, will have the meaning ascribed to them herein. 

When not inconsistent with the context, words used in present tense include the future; words used in singular include the plural; words 

used in plural include the singular; "shall" is mandatory; and "may" is permissive. Any office referred to herein by title will include the 

person employed or appointed for that position or its duly authorized deputy or representative. Terms, phrases or words not expressly 

defined herein are to be considered in accordance with customary usage.  

Agricultural use: Any activity related to the cultivation of the soil, the producing of crops to human food, animal feed or planting 

seed or for the production of fibers; floriculture, viticulture or horticulture raising or keeping of livestock; and planting cover crops or 

leaving land idle for the purpose of participating in any governmental program or recognized, normal crop or livestock rotation 

procedure. A residential unit and related accessory buildings located solely for one or more of the purposes described in the preceding 

sentence shall be deemed an agricultural use.  

Alley: A public right-of-way that is used for utility installation or for secondary access to individual properties that have their 

primary access from an adjacent public street or an approved common or compensating open space or court yard that has direct access 

to a public street.  

Approving authority: The planning and zoning commission or the city official having authority to sign plats or plans signifying 

city approval of said plats or plans. For minor developments and administrative plats, the approving authority is the director of planning 

and development. For all other developments or subdivisions, the approving authority is the planning and zoning commission.  

Building setback line: A line that is the required minimum distance from the street right-of-way line or easement line or any other 

lot line that establishes the area where any structure must be erected or placed.  

Block: An identified tract or parcel of land established within a subdivision surrounded by a street or a combination of streets and 

other physical features that may be further subdivided into individual lots or reserves.  

Building permit: A permit for improvements granted by the chief building official under the provisions of the city building 

regulations currently in force and effect. As used herein, the term "improvement" shall include the construction, enlargement, alteration, 

repair, removal, or conversion of a building or structure.  

Chief building official: The city officer or other designated authority charged with the administration and enforcement of the city 

building regulations, or his/her authorized representative.  

City: The City of La Porte, Texas.  

City building regulations: All building regulations referred to in and incorporated by chapter 82 of the city's Code of Ordinances.  

City council: The City Council of the City of La Porte, Texas.  

City secretary: The person holding the office of city secretary under the terms of the La Porte Charter, or her/his designated 

representative.  

Commission: The planning and zoning commission of the city.  

Compensation open space: Those areas designated on a plat or plan that are restricted from development, except for landscaping 

and recreational uses and which all owners of residential properties within the plat have a common legal interest or which are retained 

in private ownership and restricted from development, except for landscaping and recreational uses, for the exclusive use of all owners 



of residential property within the plat, and such designation shall remain in effect until the plat is vacated or the tract is replatted. The 

terms "compensating open space", "common open space", "common property" and "common area" may be used interchangeably and 

may be considered as similar.  

Comprehensive plan: A long-range plan adopted by the city council in accordance with Texas Local Government Code Chapter 

213 and as such plan is periodically amended or updated, which is intended to guide the development of the city and that includes 

analysis, recommendations and proposals for the community's population, economy, housing, transportation, community facilities and 

infrastructure.  

County: Harris County, Texas.  

Department: The Planning and Development Department of the City of La Porte.  

Developer: The legal or beneficial owner or owners of a lot or any land included in a proposed development including the holder 

of an option or contract to purchase, or other persons having property interests in such land.  

Development: The process of converting land within the city's jurisdiction from its natural state, or altering the elevation of property 

or converting its existing usage to residential, commercial or industrial uses. This definition encompasses any and all physical changes 

to the land not regulated through the city building code inherent in such conversions. The term development includes subdivisions as 

defined herein.  

Development authorization: A document issued by the department for the development of land within the city's jurisdiction. A 

development authorization is issued after final approval of a subdivision plat or development site plan by the city approving authority, 

and authorizes the construction of improvements not regulated by the city building code.  

Development, major: Any development not qualifying as a minor development, as the term "minor development" is defined herein.  

Development, minor: Any project or development that involves no more than ten acres of land and where the total square footage 

of all buildings on the site does not exceed 150,000 square feet and presents no conflict with the city's comprehensive plan.  

Director: The director of the planning and development department or designated representative.  

Dwelling unit: A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or more persons including permanent 

provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.  

Easement: A right given by the owner or a parcel of land to another person, public agent or private corporation for specific and 

limited use of that parcel.  

Extraterritorial jurisdiction: The unincorporated territory outside of and contiguous to the city limits of the city established by the 

authority of Texas Local Government Code Chapter 42.  

Electronic format: Information recorded in a manner that requires a computer or other electronic devise to display, interpret and 

process it, including .pdf or other similar formats.  

Engineer: A professional engineer licensed by the Texas Board of Professional Engineers.  

Filing date: The date when a development site plan, general plan, or a subdivision plat is formally presented to the approving 

authority for its approval and is registered as a part of the approving authority's official records.  

Flood hazard area: Those areas of the city designated as having a greater chance of flooding from natural disasters such as 

rainstorms or hurricanes. Such areas are shown on the official flood insurance rate maps (FIRM) established by FEMA and adopted by 

city council.  

Flood hazard prevention ordinance: The ordinance adopted by the city council and codified in chapter 94 "Floods" of the La Porte, 

Texas Code of Ordinances that defines the special flood hazard areas of the city and regulates land development more restrictively 

within such areas.  

General plan: A map or plan illustrating the general design features and street layout of a proposed development which is proposed 

to be platted and developed in phases. This plan, when approved by the commission, constitutes a guide which the commission should 

refer to in the subsequent review of subdivision plats or development site plans that cover portions of the land contained within the 

general plan, as well as adjacent property.  

Harris County road law: A special law of the State of Texas found in Acts 1913, Special Laws, Chapter 17, as may be from time 

to time amended.  



Industrial districts: That land within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City of La Porte, and either:  

(a)  Being designated as the "Battleground Industrial District of La Porte, Texas" in Ordinance 729, passed by the City Council 

of the City of La Porte; or  

(b)  Being designated as the "Bay Port Industrial District of La Porte, Texas" in Ordinance 842, passed by the City Council of 

the City of La Porte; or  

(c)  Being designated as the "South La Porte Industrial District or La Porte, Texas" in Ordinance 98-2258, passed by the City 

Council of the City of La Porte.  

Lot: An undivided tract or parcel of land contained within a block or designated on a subdivision plat by numerical identification.  

Mobile home park: An unsubdivided development divided into mobile home sites for rent and for the installation of mobile home 

thereon.  

Mobile home subdivision: A subdivision divided into mobile home lots for sale.  

Monument: A fixed reference point or object located convenient to proposed developments in La Porte that the city or another 

governmental agency has determined the elevation above mean sea level and the geographic location within the Texas Plane Coordinate 

System.  

Monument system: A monument system established by the city to provide horizontal and vertical survey control for land 

development in La Porte within a common frame of reference. A document describing the city monument system is published separately.  

One-foot reserve: A strip of land one foot wide and within public street right of ways and adjacent to subdivision reserves or 

adjacent acreage to prevent access to said public street until the reserve or adjacent acreage has been platted in accordance with this 

ordinance [these regulations].  

Plan, development site: A site plan for unsubdivided developments certified by the land owner and by a professional engineer or 

registered public surveyor, executed by the city approving authority and prepared as specified in section 86-7 of this chapter.  

Planned unit development: A land area characterized by a unified site design which: (1) has individual building sites and provides 

common open spaces; and (2) is designed to be capable of satisfactory use and operation as a separate entity without necessarily having 

the participation of other building sites or other common property. The ownership of the common property may by either public or 

private. A planned unit development may include subdivisions. It may be a single planned unit development as initially designed; or as 

expanded by annexation of additional land area; or a group of contiguous planned unit developments, as separate entities or merged into 

a single consolidated entity.  

Planning consultant: A certified land planner, Texas registered professional engineer, Texas registered land surveyor, Texas 

registered architect, or other qualified consultant, who performs land planning services to subdividers or developers for a fee.  

Plat, administrative: A replat or subdivision of land totaling ten acres or less, and involving four or fewer lots fronting on an 

existing streets and not requiring the creation of any new street or the extension of municipal facilities or the aggregation of multiple 

lots into one lot.  

Plat, amending: A plat, previously approved by the commission and duly recorded, which is resubmitted to the commission for 

re-approval and recording which contains dimensional or notational corrections or erroneous information contained on the originally 

approved and recorded plat. An amending plat is not to be considered as a replat or resubdivision and may not contain any changes or 

additions to the physical characteristics of the original subdivision, but is intended only to correct errors or miscalculations as allowed 

under the provisions of Chapter 212 of the Texas Local Government Code.  

Plat, final: A map or drawing of a proposed subdivision prepared in a manner suitable for recording in the appropriate County 

records and prepared in conformance with section 86-8(c) et seq. of this chapter.  

Plat, preliminary: A map or drawing of a proposed subdivision illustrating its development features for review, prepared as 

specified in section 86-8(b) et seq. of this chapter.  

Plat, street dedication: A map or drawing suitable for recording in the appropriate county records illustrating the location of a 

right-of-way intended for dedication within a specific tract of land.  

Public Improvements Criteria Manual (PICM): The set of standards set forth by the director of planning and development 

department and approved by the city council to determine the specific technical requirements for construction of public improvements. 

The manual may be acquired from the planning and development department, and is on file in the city secretary's office.  



Reserve: A parcel of land within a subdivision plat or development site plan reserved from current development. A reserve may 

be restricted to a special use such as drainage, recreation or common area. Reserves within the subdivisions not restricted in use may be 

shown as "unrestricted".  

Resubdivision or replat: The relocation or removal of existing streets or lots by re-platting as allowed under the provisions of 

Chapter 212, Texas Local Government Code, and as amended.  

Right-of-way: A strip of land acquired by reservation, dedication, prescription or condemnation and used or intended to be used as 

a road, utility installation, crosswalk, railroad, electric transmission lines, or other similar use.  

Special use sites: A location shown on the comprehensive plan where a proposed school, park, public building or other public 

facility is to be located.  

Streets, collector: A street designed to serve equally the functions of access and movement. Collector streets serve as links between 

local streets and arterials.  

Street, cul-de-sac: A local street having one end open to vehicular traffic and having one closed end terminated by a turnaround.  

Street, local: A neighborhood or minor street whose primary purpose is to provide access to abutting properties.  

Street, primary arterial: An expressway, freeway, or primary thoroughfare whose primary function is the movement of traffic.  

Street, private: A vehicular access way, under private ownership and maintenance, providing access to buildings containing 

residential dwelling units without direct access to an approved public street right-of-way. Parking lots and private driveways within 

shopping centers, commercial areas and industrial developments shall not be considered as private streets.  

Street, public: A publically owned or maintained right-of-way, however designated, dedicated or acquired, which provides 

vehicular access to adjacent properties.  

Street, secondary arterial: A primary thoroughfare whose predominant function is the movement of traffic but which provides 

more access than normally associated with a primary arterial.  

Street, stub: A public street not terminated by a permanent circular turnaround, ending adjacent to undeveloped property or acreage 

and intended to be extended at such time as the adjacent undeveloped property or acreage is subdivided or developed.  

Street, thoroughfare: A public street designed for heavy traffic and intended to serve as a traffic artery of considerable length and 

continuity throughout the community and so designated on the latest edition of the thoroughfare plan as contained in the city's 

comprehensive plan.  

Subdivider: Any owner or authorized agent thereof, proposing to divide, or dividing, land so as to constitute a subdivision according 

to the terms and provisions of this chapter. A subdivider is further defined to be a developer.  

Subdivision: A division of any tract of land into two or more parts for the purpose of laying out any subdivision or any tract of 

land or any addition to the city, or for laying out suburban lots or building lots, or any lots, and streets, alleys or parts or other portions 

intended for public use or the use of the purchasers or owners of lots fronting thereon or adjacent thereto. A subdivision includes re-

subdivision (replat) but it does not include the division of land for agricultural purposes in parcels or tracts of five acres or more and not 

involving any new streets, alleys or easements of access. A subdivision is further defined to be a development.  

Subdivision, major: Any subdivision not qualifying as a minor subdivision, as the term "minor subdivision" is defined herein.  

Subdivision, minor: A subdivision involving less than ten acres of land, which has no common area or reserves, has no adjacent 

stub street right of ways, and requires no change to the city's comprehensive plan.  

Submittal date: The date and time specified in this chapter when plans, plats, related materials and fees must be received by the 

city prior to the next regular meeting of the commission in order to be considered at such meeting. The "submittal date" is not to be 

considered as the "filing date" as herein defined.  

Surveyor: A surveyor licensed by the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveying.  

Title certificate (abstractor's certificate, planning letter): A certificate prepared and executed by a title company authorized to do 

business in the State of Texas or an attorney licensed in the State of Texas describing all encumbrances of record which affect the 

property together with all deeds recorded from and after the effective date of this chapter which shall include any part of the property 

included in a subdivision plat or development site plan.  

Waiver: Permission granted in writing by the commission to depart from the literal requirements of this chapter.  



Zoning ordinance: The zoning ordinance of the City of La Porte, Texas, codified as chapter 106 in the La Porte Texas Code of 

Ordinances, together with any amendments thereto.  

 

Sec. 86-5. - Pre-development applicant consultation.  

 
(a)  The developer or owner of land may choose to schedule a pre-development applicant consultation (PAC) meeting with the director. 

The PAC meeting is intended to provide information on the city's review process, procedures and requirements and allow for 

dialogue between the city and developer or owner of land prior to submittal of any development application outlined in this chapter.  

 

Sec. 86-6. - General plans.  

 
(a)  General plans are required for all phased projects involving major subdivisions or major developments. The general plan is to be 

designed to illustrate the general design features of a subdivision or development which is proposed to be developed or platted in 

phases or sections. This plan, when approved by the commission, constitutes a guide which the commission will refer to in the 

subsequent review of plans or plats that cover portions of the land contained within the general overall plan and adjacent properties. 

Should the developer's future plans change, such changes are to be disclosed to the department by filing a new general plan.  

(b)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least three weeks before the date which commission review is requested, unless 

otherwise approved by the director.  

(c)  Application shall consist of all required documentation submitted either electronically or one paper copy in a 24-inch by 36-inch 

format.  

(d)  The following information must be submitted as part of a general plan submission:  

(1)  Application and applicable fee.  

(2)  Development checklist.  

(3)  Project description letter.  

(4)  Any additional information required by the director.  

(5)  The general plan shall graphically contain the following:  

a.  Name of the development.  

b.  Legal description of the site.  

c.  Existing and proposed zoning.  

d.  Name and contact information of the developer.  

e.  Name and contact information of the project design team.  

f.  Developer/owner signature block.  

g.  City approval signature block.  

h.  Scale of plan in engineering format.  

i.  North arrow.  

j.  Vicinity map showing relation of development to surrounding streets, railroads and watercourses.  

k.  Perimeter boundary of the property.  

l.  Identification of each phase of development and proposed land use/s for each phase.  

m.  Label adjacent subdivisions, streets, easements, water courses, acreage tracts, and other natural and manmade features.  

n.  Show land contours at one-foot intervals.  

o.  Identify required building lines adjacent to all existing or proposed public and private streets and alleys.  



p.  If building locations are known, include the footprint of each building, indicating the building type, building height, 

number of stories, floor area, and density of residential development.  

q.  Show rights-of-way for all streets and alleys either existing or proposed within or adjacent to the general plan boundaries. 

Indicate right-of-way width of all streets as identified in the PICM. Identify whether streets are intended to be public or 

private.  

r.  Indicate approximate location, widths, and types for all easements whether existing or proposed within or adjacent to the 

general plan boundaries.  

s.  Identify the location of all existing public utilities within or adjacent to the general plan boundaries and how each phase 

of development will connect with those utilities.  

t.  Show approximate boundary of flood hazard area as taken from the official FEMA flood insurance rate maps adopted 

by the city or other sources approved by the Director.  

u.  Stormwater drainage plan showing general drainage basins and possible location for on-site detention if required.  

v.  Traffic study or written documentation from the director that the development does not necessitate a traffic study.  

w.  Other information required by the director.  

(e)  Within 30 days of submittal of an administratively complete application, the director shall schedule the general plan on the planning 

and zoning commission agenda for review by the commission.  

(f)  General applications shall comply with all applicable city ordinances and statutes prior to approval by the commission. The 

commission shall review the general plan and take one of the following actions:  

(1)  Approve the general plan as filed. Commission approval of the general plan authorizes the developer to file a preliminary 

plat or a development site plan.  

(2)  Conditionally approve the general plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such conditional approval are stated in writing and 

a copy of the statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Commission conditional approval requires submission 

of an amended General Plan and additional documentation as specified by the planning commission for final commission 

approval, which may be filed concurrently with the next preliminary plat or development site plan, as the case may be.  

(3)  Disapprove the general plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and a copy of the 

statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Commission disapproval of a general plan requires submission of a 

new general plan.  

(g)  The original approved mylar of the general plan shall be retained by the department in the official files of the commission. No 

subsequent plan or plat will be approved until the original mylar has been delivered to the department.  

(h)  In the event the developer or subdivider fails to file a preliminary plat or development site plan within one year of commission 

approval of the general plan, approval of said general plan shall terminate upon written notice to the subdivider, developer, or 

owner.  

(i)  The developer, subdivider, or owner may request in writing a one year extension specifying the reason why the document has not 

been filed.  

 

Sec. 86-7. - Development site plans.  

 
(a)  General.  

(1)  The following sections of this chapter outline procedures for preparing and obtaining approval for developments not defined 

herein as subdivisions. Except as noted in subparagraph (2) below, it shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to 

develop property within the City of La Porte without first:  

a.  Filing a development site plan and required documentation for approval;  

b.  Having said development site plan approved according to the procedures set forth herein; and  

c.  Obtaining a development authorization.  



(2)  No development site plan shall be required as provided for herein in the case of development that is solely and strictly a 

subdivision (as that term is defined herein) and the requirements of section 86-8(c) of this chapter have been satisfied for 

each subdivision.  

(3)  For both major and minor developments, the development site plan is shall be drawn accurately to scale with exact 

dimensions by an engineer. When accompanied by all other required documentation, development site plans shall contain 

sufficient detail for evaluation of the proposed development.  

(4)  The following information must be provided as part of a development site plan submission:  

a.  Application and applicable fee.  

b.  Development checklist.  

c.  Project description letter.  

d.  Drainage Plan and/or calculations as required by the director.  

e.  Exterior building elevations for sites subject to the city's Design Guidelines (Chapter 106, Article IX).  

f.  Traffic impact assessment, if required by the director.  

g.  Any additional information required by the director.  

h.  Development site plan showing the location of all improvements on the site, whether existing or proposed. Proposed 

improvements shall be in compliance with all applicable local, state and federal requirements. The development site 

plan shall contain the following graphical information:  

1.  Name of development  

2.  Type of development  

3.  Description of land within proposed development: "_____. _____ acres out of the _______ Survey, Abstract 

Number _____, Harris County, Texas."  

4.  Legal description of development, including blocks and lots or reserves or a metes and bounds description of the 

property boundary.  

5.  Name of owner or authorized representative.  

6.  Name of developer.  

7.  Name of planning consultant.  

8.  Filing date of application.  

9.  Engineering Scale.  

10.  North arrow  

11.  Vicinity map that shows relation of development to surrounding streets, railroads, and water courses.  

12.  Perimeter boundaries of development including dimensions.  

13.  Indicate all building lines on the site. Show shortest distances from each building to nearest property line.  

14.  Indicate name, location and recording information for adjacent properties, streets, easements, water courses, 

acreage tracts, and other natural or manmade features.  

15.  Parking table that labels existing and proposed parking in comparison to the required parking for the development.  

16.  Landscape table that labels existing and proposed trees and shrubs, including name of plant species, quantity and 

size.  

17.  Identify topography and label contours in one-foot intervals. Include cut and fill changes to the site.  

18.  Define high banks and flow lines of water courses. Define post-development limits of other natural or manmade 

physical development obstacles.  



19.  For mobile home parks, show proposed layout of mobile home sites and reserves. Number sites and blocks 

consecutively. Draw boundaries of sites the same way as for subdivision lots. Indicate size of each site in square 

feet. Designate usage of each reserve, such as recreation, laundry drying, and dead storage.  

20.  Draw perimeter of, dimension, and identify type and usage of each existing or proposed structure or site 

improvement, including parking lots, security lighting, driveways, curb cuts, culverts, water lines, fire hydrants, 

sanitary sewers, storm drains, natural gas lines, electrical lines, telephone lines, walkways, landscaping and other 

site improvements.  

21.  Show rights-of-way of all streets and alleys, either existing or proposed, within the plat boundaries and 

immediately adjacent thereto. Show right of way width at points of curvature or tangency, at one point within 

tangent segments, and at changes in width.  

22.  Provide names of all existing and proposed streets located within the plat boundaries and immediately adjacent 

thereto. Any proposed street name cannot be duplicates of any street name in current use, unless continuations of 

existing streets.  

23.  Indicate location, widths and types of for all existing and proposed utilities and easements on the site, including, 

but not limited to, water line, sanitary sewer, drainage, power. Label recording information for existing easements.  

24.  Show boundary of flood hazard area and shade areas within lot boundaries inside flood hazard area. Show finished 

floor elevation of buildings inside flood hazard area.  

25.  All required dedication statements and certificates must be included.  

(b)  Minor development site plan.  

(1)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least two weeks before the date which director review is requested. 

Application shall consist of all required documentation submitted either electronically or one paper copy.  

(2)  The director is the approving authority for all minor developments site plans. Following review of the minor development 

site plans, the director shall, within two weeks of the filing date, take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the minor development site plan as filed. Approval of a minor development site plan and all accompanying 

documentation by the director, together with approval of public improvement construction documents by the director, 

results in issuance of a development authorization by the department.  

b.  Conditionally approve the minor development site plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such conditional approval are 

stated in writing and a copy of the statement is signed by the director. Conditional approval of a minor development site 

plan requires that the developer satisfy the conditions established by the department. Once the stated conditions have 

been satisfied, the minor development site plan and accompanying documentation may be resubmitted for department 

approval.  

c.  Disapprove the minor development site plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and 

a copy of the statement is signed by the director. Disapproval of a minor development site plan requires filing of a new 

minor development site plan.  

(3)  Department action shall be noted on three copies of the minor development site plan, which shall be distributed to the 

developer, department and the city code enforcement division.  

(4)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the developer, if the director fails to act within four weeks from the date 

of submittal of the minor development site plan the developer may submit a written request to the city manager for an 

investigation into the director's failure to act, in answer to which the city manager shall issue a report within two weeks, 

unless the director has sooner acted on the submitted plan.  

(5)  Director disapproval of a minor development site plan may be appealed to the commission within 20 days of the mailing of 

a written notice of disapproval. Once the appeal has been filed, the minor development site plan will be presented to the 

commission for its ruling as specified for major development site plans in subparagraph (c) below. The following materials 

must be filed with the city secretary for an appeal:  

a.  A copy of the director's disapproval letter.  

b.  A letter stating the basis of appeal.  



c.  A copy of the minor development site plan.  

(6)  Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy, a final inspection of all improvements must be completed by city inspectors. 

However, the developer shall have the option to utilize a third party engineer in place of city inspectors to certify that all 

improvements have been installed in accordance with the approved minor development site plan.  

(c)  Major development site plan.  

(1)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least three weeks before the date which commission review is requested. 

Application shall consist of all required documentation submitted either electronically or one paper copy.  

(2)  The commission is the approving authority for all major development plans. Following review of the major development site 

plan, the commission shall take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the major development site plan as filed. Approval of a major development site plan and all accompanying 

documentation by the commission, together with approval of construction documents for any proposed public 

improvements by the director results in issuance of a development authorization by the department.  

b.  Conditionally approve the major development site plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such conditional approval are 

stated in writing and a copy of the statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Conditional approval of a 

major development site plan requires that the developer satisfy the conditions established by the commission. Once the 

stated conditions have been satisfied, the major development site plan and accompanying documentation may be refiled 

for commission approval.  

c.  Disapprove the major development site plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and 

a copy of the statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Disapproval of a major development site plan 

requires filing of a new major development site plan.  

(3)  Commission action shall be noted on four copies of the major development site plan, which shall be distributed to the 

developer, department, city code enforcement division, and official commission files.  

(4)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the developer, the failure of the commission to act within 30 days from 

the date of submittal of the major development site plan the developer may submit a written request to the city manager for 

an investigation into the director's failure to act, in answer to which the city manager shall issue a report within two weeks, 

unless the director has sooner acted on the submitted plan.  

(5)  Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy or final inspection of any improvements included in an approved major 

development site plan, a letter signed and stamped by a licensed engineer must be submitted to the planning and development 

department certifying that all improvements have been installed in accordance with the approved major development site 

plan.  

(d)  Amendments to minor and major development site plans.  

(1)  Amendments to minor and major development site plans are those that provide for rearrangement or reconfiguration of floor 

plans or building elevations, modifications to parking areas, landscape areas, drainage facilities, utilities or other site 

improvements. An amendment may only occur to a site plan that has an active building permit on file.  

(2)  Said modifications shall:  

a.  Comply with all requirements of chapter 106 of the city's Code of Ordinances and other applicable city regulations.  

b.  Not conflict with the comprehensive plan.  

c.  Not change the character of the development or the intent of the original plat approval.  

(3)  The director is the approving authority for all amendments to site plans. Following review of the amendment, the director 

shall, within two weeks of the filing date, take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the amendment as filed. Approval of an amendment shall be clearly noted on the originally approved site plan, 

along with any conditions required by the director.  

b.  Disapprove the amendment as filed, provided, the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and a copy of the 

statement is signed by the director.  



(4)  Director disapproval of an amendment may be appealed to the commission within twenty (20) days of the written notice of 

disapproval. Once the appeal has been filed, the amendment will be presented to the commission for its ruling as specified 

for major development site plans in subparagraph (c) above.  

 

Sec. 86-8. - Subdivision plats.  

 
(a)  The following sections outline procedures for preparing and obtaining approval of subdivision plats for residential, commercial, 

or industrial properties. All final subdivision plats must be recorded in the county map records.  

(b)  Preliminary plat.  

(1)  Preliminary plats are required for all major subdivisions and shall be consistent with the approved general plan, if applicable.  

(2)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least two (2) weeks before the date which commission review is requested. 

Application shall consist of all required documentation submitted either electronically or one paper copy.  

(3)  The following information must be provided as part of a preliminary plat submission:  

a.  Application and applicable fee.  

b.  Development checklist.  

c.  Project description letter.  

d.  Any additional information required by the director.  

e.  The preliminary plat shall graphically contain the following (ensure compliance with PICM standards, where applicable):  

1.  Name of subdivision, which cannot be similar to that of an existing subdivision.  

2.  Type of development.  

3.  Description of land on which subdivision lies: "_____ acres out of the _____ Survey, Abstract Number _____, 

Harris County, State of Texas."  

4.  Date.  

5.  Scale in engineering format.  

6.  North arrow.  

7.  Name of developer and property owner.  

8.  Name of surveyor and/or engineer preparing the plat.  

9.  Total number of lots, blocks and reserves.  

10.  Indicate size of each lot and reserve.  

11.  Vicinity map in relation to surrounding streets, railroads and water courses.  

12.  Label adjacent properties including ownership information and HCAD parcel identifications, where applicable.  

13.  Show all physical features of the site including high banks of water courses and any other natural or man-made 

physical development obstacles.  

14.  Draw perimeter boundaries of the subdivision.  

15.  Show proposed layout of blocks and lots or reserves within blocks.  

16.  For reserves: Draw boundaries for and designate area (in square feet and acres) for unrestricted reserves and those 

dedicated for restricted usages, such as those for drainage, recreation, parkland, or other uses (indicate intended 

usage and existing zoning).  

17.  Label contours at one-foot intervals.  



18.  Show and label all rights-of-way of all streets and alleys, either existing or proposed, within the plat boundaries 

and immediately adjacent thereto. Indicate right-of-way width between points, curvature, tangency and at changes 

in width.  

19.  Provide names of all existing and proposed streets located within the plat boundaries and immediately adjacent 

thereto. Street names cannot be duplicates of any street names in current use, unless continuations of existing 

streets or as part of a historical grid pattern.  

20.  Label location, widths and types of all easements, either existing or proposed, within the platted area or 

immediately adjacent thereto. Include any recording information on any existing easements.  

21.  Show nearest city approved survey monument and exact bearing (nearest second) and distance (nearest hundredth 

of a foot) to a defined point on the perimeter boundary of the property.  

22.  Show location of all proposed survey control monuments to be installed by the developer pursuant to section 86-

15 of this chapter.  

23.  Show boundary of flood hazard area/s as adopted by the city.  

24.  Show location of all existing and proposed storm drainage, sanitary sewer system, and water lines.  

25.  For condominium developments: Draw the footprint of each building site and show overall dimensions and 

building type for each building. Show shortest distances from each building to nearest building and property line. 

For each building type, draw to larger scale the plan of each building type, showing all perimeter wall dimensions 

and the dimensions and location of walls between units. Designate each unit type and floor area in square feet.  

(4)  Preliminary plat applications shall comply with all applicable city ordinances and statutes prior to approval by the 

commission. The commission shall review the plat and take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the preliminary plat as filed.  

b.  Disapprove the preliminary plat as filed, provided, the reason for such disapproval is stated in writing and a copy of the 

statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Disapproval may also include conditions for resubmittal of 

preliminary plat.  

(5)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the subdivider, the failure of the commission to act within thirty (30) 

days from the date of the filing of the plat by the developer, will cause the plat to be deemed approved.  

(6)  The original approved mylar of the preliminary plat shall be retained by the department in the official files of the commission.  

(7)  In the event the subdivider fails to file a final plat within one year of approving authority approval of the preliminary plat, 

approval of said preliminary plat shall terminate upon written notice to the subdivider or owner. The subdivider or owner 

may request in writing a one year extension specifying the reason why a final plat has not been filed.  

(c)  Final plat.  

(1)  Final plats are required for all subdivision, and shall be consistent with the preliminary plat if applicable. Final plats of 

subdivisions are drawn accurately to scale with exact dimensions. Complete instructions for preparing final plats are contained 

in Appendix D.  

(2)  In conjunction with the filing of the final plat, the subdivider or developer shall file a proposed set of covenants, restrictions, 

conditions, and reservations, affecting the property enclosed within the final plat. The covenants and restrictions shall include 

provisions creating an association of lot owners charged with the responsibility of promoting the recreation, health, safety, 

and welfare of the members of the association, and for the improvement and maintenance of any common areas, compensating 

open space, private streets, alleys, or parking areas included within the final plat. The association shall be empowered to levy 

assessments to be used exclusively in the enforcement of the covenants, restrictions, conditions, and reservations affecting 

the property enclosed in the final plat, and for the furtherance of its responsibility of improving and maintaining any common 

areas, compensating open space, private streets, alleys, parking areas or other private improvements included within the final 

plat. The assessments levied shall be a charge on the land and shall be a continuing lien on the property against which each 

such assessment is made.  

(3)  The proposed set of covenants, restrictions, conditions and reservations filed shall be submitted to the City Attorney of the 

City of La Porte, who shall review the documents and insure that the form of the documents complies with this chapter.  



(4)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least two weeks before the date which commission review is requested. 

Application shall consist of all required documentation either electronically or one paper copy.  

(5)  The following information must be submitted as part of a final plat submission:  

a.  Application and applicable fee.  

b.  Development checklist.  

c.  Title certificate, abstract, or planning letter.  

d.  Complete public street construction drawings for approval by the director.  

e.  Complete public utility construction drawings for approval by the director.  

f.  List of coordinates for each point to be marked in the final field survey. Each point on the list is to be assigned a unique 

number code. A copy of the final plat, marked with the locations of each number code, is to be submitted as well.  

g.  Letters from the servicing utility companies approving of the easements shown on the plat.  

h.  Copy of deeds for any private easements within the subdivision.  

i.  Commitment of park dedication as required in section 86-11 of this chapter.  

j.  A letter, statement or instrument from the holder of any privately owned easement or fee strip within the subdivision 

boundaries approving any crossings of said existing easement or fee strip by proposed streets, utilities, or easements 

shown on the plat. If adjustment of existing utilities is required, said letter shall specify the nature of the adjustments 

and the approval of the owner for such adjustments.  

k.  Set of covenants, restrictions, conditions, and reservations, affecting the property enclosed within the final plat.  

l.  Title information as required in section 86-15(n) of this chapter.  

m.  Any additional information required by the director.  

n.  Final plat to graphically contain the following (ensure compliance with PICM standards, where applicable):  

1.  The graphical requirements outlined for a Preliminary Plat in Section 86-8(b)(3)(e), items 1-22.  

2.  Metes and bounds description in map for with appropriate bearings and distances.  

3.  Owners' acknowledgement statement.  

4.  Lienholders' subordination agreement, where applicable.  

5.  Plat accuracy certificate.  

6.  Final survey certificate.  

7.  Approving authority certificate.  

8.  Harris County Clerk filing statement.  

9.  Permanent access easement must be labeled for any proposed private roads.  

10.  Any other special statements required by the director.  

(6)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the subdivider, the failure of the commission to act within 30 days from 

the date of the filing of the plat by the developer, will cause the plat to be deemed approved.  

(7)  Final plat applications shall comply with all applicable city ordinances and statutes prior to approval by the commission. The 

commission shall review the plat and take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the final plat as filed. Such approval of a final plat as filed and all accompanying documentation by the 

commission, together with approval of public improvement construction documents by the director shall result in 

issuance of a development authorization by the department which permits the developer to begin construction of 

subdivision improvements.  

b.  Disapprove the final plat as filed, provided the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and a copy of the 

statement is signed by the chairman of the planning commission. Such disapproval requires filing of a new final plat.  



(8)  Notice of the commission's action shall be forwarded to the applicant.  

(9)  A final plat shall not be recorded until executed by the director and by the commission. Before the final plat is executed, the 

developer shall follow the procedure provided for in section, and construct the proposed improvements according to the 

approved plans and specifications. In the event the developer or owner fails to commence construction of such improvements 

within one year of development authorization, approval of the final plat shall terminate upon written notice from the 

commission to the developer or owner. The developer or owner may request in writing one year extension specifying the 

reasons why construction has not commenced.  

The commission shall not sign and deliver a copy of the plat to be recorded, nor shall such final plat be recorded, if such 

proposed improvements are not completed within two years of commencement of construction, and approved by the director. 

In the event the developer or owner fails to complete construction of such improvements within two years of commencement 

of construction, approval of the final plat shall terminate upon written notice from the commission to developer or owner. 

The developer or owner may request a one year extension in writing from the director specifying the reasons why construction 

had not been completed.  

The final plat shall not be recorded unless the deed restrictions called for herein are recorded simultaneously with the 

recordation of the final plat.  

(10)  After recordation with Harris County, the original recorded mylar film of the final plat shall be retained in the official files 

of the commission.  

(d)  Administrative plat.  

(1)  The same submittal requirements for a final plat approval apply to an administrative plat.  

(2)  Administrative plat applications shall comply with all applicable city ordinances and statutes prior to approval by the director. 

The director shall review the plat and take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the preliminary plat as filed.  

b.  Disapprove the preliminary plat as filed, provided, the reason for such disapproval is stated in writing. Disapproval may 

also include conditions for resubmittal. If said plat is disapproved, the applicant may elect to refer the plat to the 

commission for consideration.  

(3)  The director may, for any reason, elect to present the plat to the commission for approval of the plat.  

(4)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the subdivider, the failure of the director to act within 30 days from the 

date of the filing of the plat by the developer, will cause the plat to be deemed approved.  

(e)  Replat of recorded subdivision plats.  

(1)  A replat or re-subdivision of a recorded subdivision plat, or a portion thereof, but without vacation of the immediate previous 

plat, is hereby expressly authorized to be recorded and shall deemed valid and controlling when:  

a.  It has been signed and acknowledged by only the owners of the particular property which is being replatted or re-

subdivided on the acknowledgement shown in Enclosure 1 to Appendix D;  

b.  It does not attempt to alter, amend or remove any covenants and restrictions;  

c.  There is compliance, when applicable, V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, §§ 212.014 and 212.0145;  

d.  It has been approved by the commission after being prepared and filed as though it were an original plat as specified in 

subparagraph "c" of this section; and  

e.  All expenses incurred by the city or the subdivider in the replat process shall be borne by the subdivider, including costs 

of notice at public hearing.  

(f)  Amending plat (of recorded subdivision plats).  

(1)  An amending plat may be filed for record in the county map records to correct dimensional errors, notational errors or other 

erroneous information, to add to or delete monuments, or to relocate a lot line between adjacent lots, as allowed in V.T.C.A. 

Local Government Code, § 212.016, provided:  

a.  The signed amending plat certificate shown on enclosure 4 to appendix D is placed on the face of the amending plat;  



b.  The planning and zoning commission certificate shown on enclosure 4 to appendix D is placed on the face of the 

amending plat and;  

c.  Commission approval of said amending plat is reflected by commission execution of said certificate.  

(2)  The planning director of the City of La Porte may approve amending plats and execute certification of same as set forth 

above in lieu of the planning commission, as allowed in V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 212.0065. The director of 

planning may, for any reason, elect to present the amending plat to the commission for approval. The director of planning 

shall not disapprove the amending plat and shall refer any plats which are refused to the planning commission within the time 

parameters as delineated in V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 212.009.  

(g)  Vacating plat (of recorded subdivision plats).  

(1)  The vacation of subdivision plats, which is authorized and regulated by V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 212.013, shall 

be permitted, provided:  

a.  All owners of all property contained within the previous plat sign the vacation of subdivision declaration shown on 

enclosure 5 to appendix D;  

b.  Approval of the commission is obtained and reflected by commission execution of the certificate shown on enclosure 5 

to appendix D; and  

c.  Said owners declaration and commission approval certificate is recorded as a single instrument in the county records as 

required by V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 212.013.  

 

Secs. 86-9—86-14. - Reserved.  

 

Sec. 86-15. - General standards for subdivision and developments.  

 
(a)  Streets and alleys.  

(1)  Street classification system. The street pattern of the city should provide adequate circulation while discouraging through 

traffic within local neighborhoods. This may be accomplished by providing thoroughfares spaced at approximately one-mile 

intervals and collector streets within neighborhoods spaced at about half-mile intervals to link local streets to the thoroughfare 

network.  

(2)  Street width. Public or private streets shall have a minimum pavement width of 28 feet. Public or private alleys shall have a 

minimum pavement width of 20 feet.  

(3)  Thoroughfare extension. Right of way widths for thoroughfare extensions shall be as indicated in the PICM along the entire 

frontage of the tract being developed. Where the existing dedicated right of way width fronting the adjacent property is less 

that shown in the PICM, a transition zone of 300 feet of frontage of the new development shall be provided between the 

existing and new right of ways.  

(4)  Continuation of adjoining streets. The arrangement of streets in new developments shall make provisions for the appropriate 

continuation of existing streets from adjoining properties.  

(5)  Future projections of streets. Where adjoining areas are not developed, but may be developed, the arrangement of streets in 

a new development shall make provisions for the proper projection of streets into adjoining areas by carrying the new streets 

to the boundaries of the new development at appropriate locations. All such streets shall be designed in accordance with the 

PICM.  

(6)  Provisional one-foot reserve. Required along the side or end of streets that abut acreage tracts. The note shall be notated on 

the final plats and street dedication plats, where appropriate.  

(7)  Street names. Street names shall be the same as existing street names, if they are continuations of existing streets. Otherwise, 

no street name shall be permitted that is a duplicate of an existing or proposed street name within the city. Proposed new 

names must be submitted to the department for checking prior to the submittal of first plat or plan. The developer shall provide 

street name signs in accordance with the PICM.  

(8)  Alleys. Alleys may be provided within any subdivision or development to provide secondary vehicular access to building 

sites which otherwise have their primary access from an adjacent public street. Alleys shall not be used or designed to provide 



principal access to any tract of land and shall not provide access to property outside the development boundaries in which the 

alleys are located. Dead end alleys are not permitted.  

(9)  Private streets and alleys. Streets and alleys in which the developer proposes to privately maintain in perpetuity through a 

community association or other approved means are to be designated as "private" on the plat. Design and construction of 

such streets and alleys will be identical to design and construction standards for public streets. Right of way lines may be 

coterminous with the edge of pavement.  

(b)  Engineering data. Please see the PICM.  

(c)  Lots. The following standards shall apply to all lots:  

(1)  The lot design of a subdivision or development should provide for lots of adequate width and depth to provide open area and 

to eliminate overcrowding.  

(2)  Lots should be rectangular so far as practicable and should have the side lot lines at right angles to streets on which the lot 

faces or radial to curved street lines.  

(3)  Lots with double frontage are prohibited except when backing on major thoroughfares and upon approval by the planning 

commission.  

(4)  All lots shown on the plat will be for residential purposes unless otherwise noted.  

(5)  Side lot lines should be perpendicular or radial to street frontage and the following note may be in lieu of bearings. "All side 

lot lines are either perpendicular or radial to street frontage unless otherwise noted."  

(6)  Driveway access to thoroughfares shall be prohibited.  

(7)  Double front lots are prohibited except when backing on major thoroughfares or on corner lots.  

(8)  Lots shall be sized in accordance with the requirements of chapter 106, zoning.  

(d)  Drainage easements. The following standards shall apply to all drainage easements:  

(1)  The location and width of all easements shall be determined by the director for all plats or plans within the cities jurisdiction, 

and by the director in conjunction with Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) for all easements that HCFCD may 

have an interest in.  

(2)  Easements for drainage adjacent to lots, tracts, or reserves shall be recited on the final plat, in accordance with the language 

approved by the director.  

(e)  Utility easements. The developer shall coordinate all public and private utility easements with the applicable entity as required in 

this chapter.  

(f)  Platting of public streets or easements across private easements or fee strips. The following shall apply when platting of public 

streets or easements across private easements or fee strips:  

(1)  A copy of the instrument establishing any private easement shall be submitted with the development site plan or the 

preliminary plat as reflected by the title certificate submitted.  

(2)  Easement boundaries must be tied by dimensions to adjacent lot and tract corners. Where the private easement has no defined 

location or width, an effort shall be made to reach agreement on a defined easement. Where no agreement can be reached, 

then existing facilities shall be accurately located and tied to lot lines, and building setback lines shall be established as 

specified in section 5.04.  

(3)  Prior to approval of the final plat or development site plan, the developer or dedicator of any subdivision plat or development 

site plan, wherein public streets or easements are shown crossing private easements or fee strips, shall by letter to the 

commission assume responsibility for seeing that any adjustments and protection of existing pipelines, electrical transmission 

lines, or other facilities shall be planned and provided for to the satisfaction of the holder of the private easements or fee strips 

and the director prior to the filing of the plat or plan for record.  

(4)  Prior to filing of the final plat or development site plan for record, the following requirements must be met:  

a.  The developer or dedicator of any plat or plan shall obtain from the holder of any private easement or fee strip within 

the plat or plan crossed by proposed streets or other public easements an instrument granting to the public the use of 

said public streets or easements over and across said private easements or fee strips for construction, operation, and 



maintenance of those public facilities normally using the type of public streets and easements indicated. This instrument 

shall be delivered to the commission to be filed for record along with plat or plan.  

b.  The developer shall furnish the commission with a letter from the holder of the private easements or fee strips in questions 

stating that arrangements for any required adjustments in pipelines, electrical transmission lines, or other similar 

facilities have been made to the satisfaction of the holder of the easements.  

(g)  Monumentation requirements. The following are requirements for monumentation for subdivisions and developments:  

(1)  Subdivisions.  

a.  Permanent control monuments, one for each five acres of property or fraction thereof, shall be placed along streets 

centerlines or at subdivision corners. The location of control monuments shall be approved by the department at the 

preliminary plat stage and shown on the final plat. The construction of permanent control requirements shall be in 

accordance with the PICM.  

b.  At least one control monument shall be accurately tied, by angle and distance to an approved City of La Porte monument. 

Elevation shall be established for each control monument installed. Datum shall be supplied or approved by the 

department.  

c.  Elevations and coordinate values for each control monument shall be submitted in accordance with language approved 

by the director and approval by the department prior to execution of the final plat.  

d.  All corners of the subdivision, all angle points and points of curvature in the subdivision boundary, all block corners, all 

angle points and points of curvature in each street right of way shall be marked with iron rod not less than three-fourths 

of an inch in diameter and 30 inches in length, placed flush with the finished ground elevation.  

e.  All lot corners shall be marked with iron rods not less than five-eighths of an inch in diameter and 30 inches in length, 

placed flush with the finished ground elevation.  

f.  All required monumentation shall be completed prior to final acceptance of the subdivision and execution of the plat.  

(2)  Major developments.  

a.  Permanent control monuments, one for each five acres of property or fraction thereof, shall be placed along street 

centerlines or at corners of the development. The location of control monuments shall be approved by the department 

and shown on the development site plan. The construction of permanent control monuments shall be in accordance with 

the PICM.  

b.  At least one control monument shall be accurately tied, by angle and distance to an approved City of La Porte monument. 

Elevations shall be established for each control monument installed. Datum shall be supplied or approved by the 

department.  

c.  Elevation and coordinate values for each control monument shall be submitted and approved by the department prior to 

or concurrent with acceptance of all public improvements.  

d.  All lot corners within the development shall be marked with iron rods not less than five-eighths of an inch in diameter 

and 30 inches in length, placed flush with the finished ground elevation prior to commencement of any building 

construction.  

(3)  Minor developments.  

a.  All lot corners of minor developments shall be marked with iron rods not less than five-eighths of an inch in diameter 

and 30 inches in length, placed flush with the finished ground elevation. Lot corners shall be established and placed 

prior to commencement of any building construction.  

(h)  Public improvements.  

(1)  The developer shall pay all costs for providing the development with streets, water mains, sanitary sewers, and storm sewers 

in accordance with plane and specifications for such improvement approved by the director and in the manner set out in the 

adopted utility extension policy. The subdivider shall pay all costs associated with street lighting as set out in the PICM.  

(2)  The subdivider or developer shall guarantee construction of all approved public improvements as provided in this section 

and in conformance with the adopted PICM.  



(3)  The installation of the approved improvements shall be under the inspection of the director or his representative and the 

director shall certify the installation as being in accordance with the approved plans and specifications before the commission 

will execute a subdivision plat for recordation, or before the city will accept said public improvements for maintenance.  

(i)  Reimbursement for oversizing.  

(1)  All improvements required in a subdivision or development will be installed at the developer's cost, unless otherwise 

provided. The cost of utilities and streets which are required by the city to be larger than would be normally needed to serve 

the proposed addition will be partially reimbursed. The reimbursable amount will be the difference between the cost of the 

facilities that would be adequate to serve the addition and the cost of the facilities required by the city. A reimbursement 

contract will be negotiated between the city council and the developer.  

(j)  Record drawings.  

(1)  The engineer representing the developer must present to the Director project information electronically to the city, 

reproducible complete "record drawings" for all paving, drainage structures, water lines and sewer lines within 30 days after 

completion of each contract. The director will not certify approval of public improvements construction until record [all] 

drawings have been submitted.  

(k)  Fees. Filing/application fees for plats, plans, waivers or other requirements as established in this chapter shall be in an amount 

established by the city and listed in appendix A of this Code.  

(l)  Plat/plan graphic symbols. The following line symbols are established for all plans and plats:  

(1)  Boundaries: Show perimeter boundaries, right of ways and boundary lines between development phases in bold solid lines 

(_____). Use solid lines (_____) for block and lot boundaries.  

(2)  Building lines: Indicate by long dashes separated by short dashes ( __ _ ___ _ ).  

(3)  Easements: Indicate by short dashes ( _ _ _ _ ).  

(4)  Stream and depression high banks: indicate by long dashes separated by three short dashes ( ___ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ ___ ).  

(5)  Edge of flood hazard area: Indicate by long dashes separated by circles ( ___ ○ ___ ○ ___ ○ ___).  

(6)  Adjacent properties: Indicate lines outside boundaries of proposed development by long dashes ( ___ ___ ____ ____ ).  

(m)  Plat/plan geometric standards. The following table outlines geometric standards for plans and plats:  

Item Description  
General 

Plan  

Preliminary 

Subdivision Plat  

Final 

Subdivision 

Plat  

Development 

Site Plan  

Dimensional Accuracy Standards  

Exact: Angles to the nearest second, distances to the nearest 

hundredth of a foot.  
  X  X  

Approximate: Angles to the nearest degree, distances to the nearest 

foot.  
X  X    

Line definition: For all lines required to be defined on a line between two points is considered as "defined" if the following information 

is provided:  

Bearing (in degree) for tangent (straight) lines  X  X  X  X  

Distance (in feet) for tangent (straight lines  X  X  X  X  

Radius of curve (R, in feet) for curvilinear lines  X  X  X  X  

Central delta angle (△, in degrees) for curvilinear lines    X  X  

Arc length (L, in feet) for curvilinear lines  X  X  X  X  

Cord length (C, in feet) for curvilinear lines    X  X  

Chord bearing (CB, in degrees) for curvilinear lines    X  X  



Lines to be defined for street rights-of-way (centerline and both edges), perimeter boundaries, lots, blocks, reserves and easements, 

all lines between any combination of the following points:  

Points of beginning or ending  X  X  X  X  

Lots, block, or reserve corners  X  X  X  X  

Angle points  X  X  X  X  

Points of tangency or curvature  X  X  X  X  

Points of inflection (reserve curvature)  X  X  X  X  

Points of intersection with crossing lines for lots, blocks, reserves, 

rights-of-way, easements, stream or depression high banks, and 

flood hazard area boundaries  

  X  X  

Lines to be defined for high banks of stream or depression (no right-of-way or easement), lines between:  

Points defining the limits of the high bank   X  X  X  

Points of intersection with crossing lines for lots, reserves, 

easements and rights-of-way  
  X  X  

Lines to be defines for flood hazard area, lines between:  

Points of defining the limits of the flood hazard area (consult city 

flood zone administrator for required elevations)  
 X  X  X  

Points of intersection with crossing lines for lots, reserves, 

easements and rights-of-way  
  X  X  

  
(n)  Title certificate information. A planning letter, certificate, abstract, or other instrument from a title guaranty company or attorney 

authorized to render title opinions in the State of Texas, which certifies than a search of the appropriate records was performed 

within 30 days of the filing date and which letter provides the following information:  

(1)  The date of the examination of the records.  

(2)  A legal description of the property proposed to be developed including a metes and bounds description of the boundaries of 

said land.  

(3)  The name of the recorded owner of fee simple title as of the date of the examination of the records, together with the recording 

information or the instruments whereby such owner acquired fee simple title.  

(4)  The names of all lienholders together with the recording information and date of the instruments by which such lienholders 

acquires their interests.  

(5)  A description of the type and boundaries of all easements and fee strips not owned by the developer of the property in 

question together with the recording information and date of the instruments whereby the owner of such easements or fee 

strips acquired their title.  

(6)  A statement certifying that no delinquent city or county taxes are due on the property being platted. 

 

Sec. 86-16. - Engineering and construction standards for subdivisions.  

 
(a)  Streets and alleys.  

(1)  All streets shall be reinforced concrete pavement on a compacted subgrade. Concrete pavement shall be provided with either 

an integral curb poured with the pavement or a separate curb constructed on top as required by the PICM and subject to the 

approval of the director.  

(2)  Pavement design shall conform to the PICM.  

(3)  Curb and combination curb shall be constructed of reinforced concrete. Cross section and slopes shall conform to the PICM.  



(4)  All concrete shall be designed and controlled by a competent laboratory as required by the PICM.  

(b)  Drainage and storm sewer.  

(1)  Adequate drainage shall be provided within the limits of the subdivision as to reduce the community's exposure to flood 

hazards with respect to adjacent, upstream and downstream developments. (See also chapter 94, "Floods," of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of La Porte for additional requirements.) Adequate drainage shall be provided within the limits of the 

subdivision and/or development. The protection of adjoining property shall be accounted for in design of the system in 

conformance with the PICM, and shall be subject to the approval of the director. The design and sizing of the system shall 

be in conformance with the PICM, and subject to the approval of the Harris County Flood Control District and the director.  

(2)  Any person or persons that alters or changes the elevation of property shall be responsible for applying for and obtaining, 

prior to said change or alteration of the elevation of the property, a development authorization from the department. Any 

change or alteration in the elevation of property requires submission of a site plan prior to the change or alteration of property, 

which said site plan shall delineate the proposed change or elevation of property. Said certified site plan shall be subject to 

approval by the city engineer.  

(3)  Fill dirt permit shall be required by the city. Exhibits show fill dirt regulations, grading standards, and swale standards; 

requiring sketch plans and approval prior to the introduction of fill material; and providing silt prevention and revegetation 

standards. Said fee shall be $25.00 for the first 49 loads of permitted fill dirt, and $2.00 for each additional load. Any person 

who places fill dirt on their property without first applying for and obtaining a fill dirt permit shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  

(4)  A stormwater quality permit may be required in accordance with city, state and federal law.  

(c)  Water and sewer system.  

(1)  The design and construction of all water and sewer systems shall be in conformance with the PICM, and subject to approval 

by the director. The developer or owner shall provide the necessary certificates from all other governmental agencies 

certifying compliance with their regulations.  

(d)  Street lighting.  

(1)  All public streets and non- residential parking lots where intended for use by the general public in the city must be served 

adequately by lights. Lighting must be located and installed in accordance with the specifications of the PICM.  

 

Secs. 86-17—86-24. - Reserved.  
 

Sec. 86-25. - Open space within subdivisions and developments.  

 
(a)  Purpose.  

(1)  It is the policy of the city to provide recreational areas and amenities in the form of neighborhood and community parks as 

a function of residential development in the City of La Porte. This section is enacted in accordance with the home rule powers 

of the City of La Porte granted under the Texas Constitution and statutes of the State of Texas, including, without limitation, 

V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 51.071 et seq. and § 212.001 et seq. It is hereby declared by the City Council of the 

City of La Porte that recreational areas, in the form of neighborhood parks and related amenities and improvements, are 

necessary and in the public welfare, and that the only adequate procedure to provide for same is by integrating such 

requirement into the procedure for planning and development of property of a residential subdivision in the City of La Porte, 

whether such development consists of new construction on previously vacant land or rebuilding and redeveloping existing 

residential areas.  

Neighborhood and community parks are those parks providing for a variety of outdoor recreational opportunities and within 

convenient distances from a majority of the residences to be served thereby, the standards for which are set forth in the La 

Porte Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan, or neighborhood and community areas. The park zones established by 

the La Porte Parks and Recreation Department and shown on the official La Porte Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master 

Plan, or neighborhood area, shall be prima facie evidence that any park located therein is within such a convenient distance 

from the majority of residences to be served thereby. The cost of the neighborhood parks should be borne by the ultimate 

residential property owners who by reason of the proximity of their property to such parks shall be the primary beneficiaries 

of such facilities. Therefore, the following requirements are adopted to effect such purposes.  



 

In order to provide an equitable method of determination of the requirements for future development of residential areas of 

the City of La Porte, the following formula is hereby adopted: The population of the city based on the latest United States 

Census data, adjusted on an annual basis based on the predicted growth of the city as found in the parks and open space 

master plan for the year in which the adjustment is made, is identified. The resultant number is divided by the number of 

acres of available neighborhood and community parkland inventory in the City of La Porte, resulting in the number of persons 

per neighborhood or community park acre in the City of La Porte. This result is then divided by the number of La Porte 

persons per dwelling unit as identified in the latest United States Census data, giving the number of dwelling units per acre 

of neighborhood or community parkland. This number is then divided into the total acquisition cost for land at the average 

appraisal value, and development cost per acre for development of the land into a typical park as identified in the parks and 

open space master plan of the city.  

This formula provides a baseline for determining the number of dwelling units per acre rate for future development within 

the city, the parkland dedication or in lieu acquisition costs for parkland, and the cost of future park development. This 

formula shall be applied and reviewed periodically to assure that the process for future development remains fair and equitable 

as established herein. In the event that the periodic review results in a determination of inequity, an amendment to the 

ordinance to correct the inequity will be presented to council for consideration.  

(b)  General requirement for dedication of land and payment of park development fee.  

(1)  Whenever a final plat is filed of record with the County Clerk of Harris County, Texas, or a development site plan, or a 

property survey is submitted and filed with the approving authority of the city in accordance with the provisions of this 

chapter and other planning and development ordinances that may be contained within the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

La Porte, for a development of a residential area within the City of La Porte that contains one or more residential dwelling 

units, such plat, or site plan, or property survey shall contain a clear fee simple dedication of one acre of land for each 93 

proposed dwelling units. As used in this section, a "dwelling unit" means each individual residence, including individual 

residences in a multi-family structure, designed and/or intended for inhabitation by a single family. Residential structures that 

are moved from one area of the city to another area of the city are specifically excluded from the park development fee 

requirements of this chapter.  

Any proposed plat or site plan, or property survey submitted to the City of La Porte for approval shall show the area proposed 

to be dedicated under this section. The required land dedication of this section may be met by a payment in lieu of land where 

permitted by the City of La Porte or required by other provisions in this chapter.  

In the event a plat is not required and a development site plan or property survey is filed, the dedication of land or payment 

in lieu of land required under this section shall be met prior to the issuance of a building permit by the approving authority 

of the city.  

(2)  The City Council of the City of La Porte declares that development of an area less than one acre for neighborhood park 

purposes is impractical. Therefore, if fewer than 93 dwelling units are proposed by a plat filed for approval, the approving 

authority may require the developer to pay the applicable cash in lieu of land amount, as provided in subsection (c) below.  

(3)  In addition to the required dedication of land, as set forth above, there shall also be a park development fee paid to the City 

of La Porte as a condition to subdivision plat approval or issuance of a building permit. Such park development fee shall be 

set from time to time by ordinance of the City Council of the City of La Porte sufficient to provide for the development of 

amenities and improvements on the dedicated land to meet the standards for a neighborhood park to serve the area in which 

the subdivision is located. Unless and until changed by ordinance of the City Council of the City of La Porte, the park 

development fee shall be calculated on the basis of $318.00 per dwelling unit.  

(4)  In lieu of payment of the required park development fee, a developer shall have the option to construct the neighborhood 

park amenities and improvements. All plans and specifications for the construction of such amenities and improvements must 

be reviewed and approved by the approving authority. The developer shall financially guarantee the construction of the 

amenities and improvements, and the City of La Porte must approve same, prior to the filing of a plat in the case of platted 

subdivisions. Once the amenities and improvements are constructed, and after the approving authority has accepted such 

amenities and improvements, the developer shall deed and convey such amenities and improvements to the City of La Porte 

or to the applicable homeowner's association.  

(5)  In instances where land is required to be dedicated, the approving authority shall have the right to accept or reject the 

dedication after consideration of the recommendation of the parks and recreation director or the planning and zoning 

commission, and to require a cash payment in lieu of land in the amount provided under subsection (c) below, if the approving 



 

authority determines that sufficient park area is already in the public domain for the area of the proposed development or if 

the recreation potential for that area would be better served by expanding or improving existing neighborhood parks.  

(6)  When two or more developments will be necessary to create a neighborhood park of sufficient size in the same area, the 

parks and recreation department, at the time of preliminary plat approval, will work with the developer to define the optimum 

location of the required dedication within the respective plats. Once a park site has been determined, adjacent property owners 

who develop around the park site shall dedicate land and (or) cash to the existing site unless otherwise determined by the 

approving authority, as provided herein.  

(c)  Cash payment in lieu of land.  

(1)  A developer responsible for land dedication under this section shall be required, at the approving authority's option, to meet 

the dedication requirements in whole or in part by a cash payment in lieu of land, in the amount set forth below. Such payment 

in lieu of land shall be made prior to filing the final plat for record, or prior to the issuance of a building permit where a plat 

is not required.  

(2)  The cash payment in lieu of land dedication shall be met by the payment of a fee set from time to time by ordinance of the 

city council sufficient to acquire neighborhood parkland. Unless and until changed by the city council, such fee shall be 

computed on the basis of $490.00 per dwelling unit. A cash payment in lieu of land dedication, as set forth in this section, 

does not relieve the developer of its obligation to pay the park development fee of $318.00 set forth in subsection (b)(3) 

above. The cash payment in lieu of land dedication is in addition to the required park development fee.  

(3)  The general requirements for dedication of land and payment of park development fees and the cash payment in lieu of land 

are set forth graphically in table 1, attached hereto.  

(4)  The City of La Porte may from time to time decide to purchase land for parks in or near the area of actual or potential 

development. If the city does purchase park land in a park zone, subsequent park land dedications for that zone shall be in 

cash only, the calculation of which is set forth as provided herein. Such cash payments are in addition to the payment of the 

required park development fee.  

(d)  Special fund.  

(1)  All funds collected by this dedication process will be deposited in the City of La Porte's Park Development Fund and used 

for the purchase or leasing of park land and the development and maintenance of same. All expenditures from the said fund 

will be reviewed and approved by the Office of the City Manager for the City of La Porte.  

(2)  The City of La Porte shall account for all sums paid into the parks development fund with reference to the individual plats 

involved.  

(e)  Prior dedication, absence of prior dedication.  

(1)  If a dedication requirement arose prior to the passage of this chapter, that dedication requirement shall be controlled by the 

ordinance in effect at the time such obligation arose, except that additional dedication shall be required if the actual number 

of dwelling units constructed upon property is greater than the former assumed or planned number of dwelling units. 

Additional dedication shall be required only for the increase in the number of dwelling units and shall be based upon the land 

dedication and park development fee requirements set forth herein above.  

(2)  At the discretion of the city, any former gift of land to the city may be credited on a per acre basis toward eventual land 

dedication requirements imposed on the donor of such lands. The approving authority shall consider the recommendations of 

the Parks and Recreation Department and the Planning and Zoning Commission in exercising its discretion under this 

subsection.  

(f)  Additional requirements, definitions.  

(1)  Any land dedicated to the city under this chapter must be suitable for park and recreation uses. The following characteristics 

of a proposed area are generally unsuitable and may be ground for refusal of any plat:  

a.  Any area primarily located in the 100-year floodway as determined by the Harris County Flood Control District.  

b.  Any areas of unusual topography or slope which renders same unusable for organized recreational activities.  

(2)  Drainage areas may be accepted as part of a park if the channel is constructed in accordance with city engineering standards 

as found in Section 5.5.3 of the Public Improvement Criteria Manual of the City of La Porte, if no significant area of the park 



 

is cut off from access by such channel, if not less than five acres of the site is above the 100-year floodplain, or if the dedication 

is in excess of ten acres, not less than 50 percent of the site should be included in the 100-year flood plain.  

(3)  Each park must have ready access to a public street.  

(4)  Unless provided otherwise herein, an action by the city shall be by the approving authority, after consideration of the 

recommendations of the commission and/or the director of parks and recreation department.  

(5)  Any preliminary plat approved prior to the effective date of this chapter shall be exempt from these requirements set forth 

herein; however, however when such preliminary approval expires, any resubmission of such plat shall meet the requirements 

of this chapter.  

(g)  Instruments of dedication.  

(1)  The park land dedication required section shall be made in the case of subdivision by a reservation on the final plat as filed 

in the map records of Harris County, Texas, unless additional dedication is required subsequent to the filing of the final plat. 

In the case of a development site plan, the dedication required by the ordinance shall be made by filing of a deed to the deed 

records of Harris County.  

In either event, if the actual number of completed dwelling units exceeds the figure upon which the original dedication was 

based, such additional dedication shall be required, and shall be made by payment by the cash in lieu of land amount provided 

herein.  

Sec. 86-26. - Waivers.  

 
(a)  In those instances where, in the opinion of the commission, strict compliance with the terms, rules, conditions, policies, and 

standards provided in this chapter would create an undue hardship by depriving the applicant or subdivider of the reasonable use 

of the land or, where, in the opinion of the commission, there are unusual physical characteristics which affect the property in 

question and which would make strict compliance with the terms and conditions of this chapter or any rule promulgated under this 

chapter not feasible, the commission may grant the applicant or subdivider a waiver as to one or more requirements as long as the 

general purpose of this chapter is maintained. Economic hardship shall not constitute the sole basis for granting a waiver under 

this section.  

(b)  A waiver granted under the provisions of this chapter shall only to the specific property upon which the commission was requested 

to approve a plat and that such waiver shall not constitute a change of this chapter, or any part thereof, or establish any policy, rule 

or regulation contrary to the provisions of this chapter.  

(c)  Any waiver on a recorded plat granted before the date of adoption of this chapter is hereby recognized as continuing to be valid 

and compliance with the provisions of this section shall not be required.  

(d)  Any person desiring to secure a waiver as to the provisions of this chapter must submit a written request with the other materials 

(4.00 is sketch plans). Any request for a waiver must cite the specific rule, policy or standard contained in this chapter from which 

a waiver is desired. Additionally, the request must state the extent of the waiver sought and the specific facts or reasons why such 

waiver is needed  

(e)  No waiver may be granted by the commission unless approved by a majority vote of the members present at the meeting of the 

commission at which the waiver request is presented and that where the commission affirmatively finds:  

(1)  That the waiver would not be contrary to the general purpose and goals stated in this chapter.  

(2)  That the waiver would not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, to be injurious to adjacent property, or 

prevent the subdivisions or development of other land in the area in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  

(f)  Such finding of the commission, together with the specific facts upon which such findings are based shall be incorporated into the 

official minutes of the commission meeting at which such waiver was granted.”  

 

Section 2. Any person, as defined in Section 1.07 (27), Texas Penal Code, who shall violate any provision of the 

ordinance, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in a sum not to exceed two 

thousand dollars. 
 



 

Section 3. Each and every provision, paragraph, sentence and clause of this Ordinance has been separately 

considered and passed by the City Council of the City of La Porte, Texas, and each said provision would have been 

separately passed without any other provision, and if any provision hereof shall be ineffective, invalid or 

unconstitutional, for any cause, it shall not impair or affect the remaining portion, or any part thereof, but the valid 

portion shall be in force just as if it had been passed alone. 

Section 4. Ordinance No. 1444, together with all amendments to Ordinance No. 1444, is expressly repealed. 

Furthermore, all other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed, but to the extent 

of such conflict only. 

Section 5. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites and declares that a sufficient written notice of 

the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City Council is posted at a place convenient to the public 

at the City Hall of the city for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by Chapter 551, Tx. 

Gov't Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public as required by law at all times during which this 

ordinance and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City 

Council further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof. 

Section 6. This Ordinance shall be effective fourteen (14) days after its passage and approval. The City Secretary 

shall give notice of the passage of this ordinance by causing the caption hereof to be published in the official 

newspaper of the City of La Po1te at least once within ten (10) days after the passage of this ordinance. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this, the 26th day of AUGUST, 2019. 
 

 

      CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 

 

             

      Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

             

Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 

 



 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-3755 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 86 "DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS" OF THE CODE 

OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS, BY ADOPTING COMPREHENSIVE 

GUIDELINES, RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAND 

IN THE CITY OF LA PORTE; PROVIDING THAT ANY PERSON VIOLATING THE TERMS OF THIS 

ORDINANCE SHALL BE DEEMED GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND UPON CONVICTION 

SHALL BE FINED IN A SUM NOT TO EXCEED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS; PROVIDING FOR 

THE PUBLICATION OF THE CAPTION HEREOF; CONTAINING A REPEALING CLAUSE; 

CONTAINING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; FINDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN 

MEETINGS LAW; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF 

BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS: 
 

Section 1:  That Chapter 86, "Development Regulations", of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Porte, Texas, is 

hereby amended in its entirety and shall hereinafter read as follows: 

“ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 

  

Sec. 86-1. - Purpose.  

 
(a)  It is the intent of this chapter for the city to outline the requirements for subdividers, developers, applicants, engineers, surveyors, 

realtors and other persons interested and involved in the subdivision and development of land.  

(b)  It is also the intent, purpose and scope of this chapter to promote the vision, goals and policies of the city's comprehensive plan 

and all of its components and to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the public.  

Sec. 86-2. - Statutory authority and jurisdiction.  

 
(a)  Pursuant to the authority granted to cities and counties under the constitution and laws of the state, including the provisions of 

Texas Local Government Code Chapter 212, and as amended, the city council does hereby adopt the rules and regulations 

established in this chapter governing the subdivision and development of land within the city limits provided, however, that the 

City of La Porte excludes from the terms, conditions and effects of this chapter and all amendments hereto, unsubdivided 

development in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city, and land included within the boundaries of any industrial district or 

districts that may be hereafter created by the City of La Porte and amendments thereto of the Texas Local Government Code.  

(b)  The approving authority shall review all plans, plats, and all accompanying documentation required in this chapter, and require 

developer and subdivider compliance with the applicable state law, this chapter, the zoning ordinance of the City of La Porte, other 

applicable ordinances of the City of La Porte, the City of La Porte Comprehensive Plan, and approved written policies and 

procedures of the City of La Porte.  

(c)  If any section of this chapter is in conflict with other provisions of this chapter or any other ordinance, the more restrictive rule or 

regulation shall apply.  

Sec. 86-3. - Conformance requirements.  

 
(a)  In so implementing this chapter, the city may, as needed, utilize policies in the city's comprehensive plan, including but not limited 

to the future land use plan and corresponding provisions, as well as complementary general design and construction standards 

approved by ordinance by city council.  

(b)  All development must also be in compliance with the City's Public Improvement Criteria Manual (PICM), where applicable.  



(c)  It shall be unlawful for any owner or agent of any owner of land to layout, subdivide, resubdivide, plat, or replat any land within 

the City of La Porte or its extraterritorial jurisdiction without an approved city development authorization. In addition, it shall be 

unlawful for any owner or agent of any owner of land to cause the development of any land within the corporate limits of the City 

of La Porte, without an approved city development authorization. It shall be unlawful for any such owner or agent to offer for sale 

or sell property therein or thereby, which has not been laid out, subdivided, re-subdivided, platted, replatted or developed without 

the approvals required in this chapter, subsequent to the passage of this chapter.  

(d)  The city shall withhold all city improvements of whatsoever nature, including the maintenance of streets and the furnishing of 

utilities from all subdivisions or developments not in conformance with the provisions of this chapter.  

(e)  No building permit shall be issued for the erection or improvements of any building in the city's jurisdiction not located within an 

approved and recorded subdivision plat or within an approved development site plan as defined herein.  

 

Sec. 86-4. - Definitions.  

 
For the purpose of this chapter the following various terms, phrases and words, will have the meaning ascribed to them herein. 

When not inconsistent with the context, words used in present tense include the future; words used in singular include the plural; words 

used in plural include the singular; "shall" is mandatory; and "may" is permissive. Any office referred to herein by title will include the 

person employed or appointed for that position or its duly authorized deputy or representative. Terms, phrases or words not expressly 

defined herein are to be considered in accordance with customary usage.  

Agricultural use: Any activity related to the cultivation of the soil, the producing of crops to human food, animal feed or planting 

seed or for the production of fibers; floriculture, viticulture or horticulture raising or keeping of livestock; and planting cover crops or 

leaving land idle for the purpose of participating in any governmental program or recognized, normal crop or livestock rotation 

procedure. A residential unit and related accessory buildings located solely for one or more of the purposes described in the preceding 

sentence shall be deemed an agricultural use.  

Alley: A public right-of-way that is used for utility installation or for secondary access to individual properties that have their 

primary access from an adjacent public street or an approved common or compensating open space or court yard that has direct access 

to a public street.  

Approving authority: The planning and zoning commission or the city official having authority to sign plats or plans signifying 

city approval of said plats or plans. For minor developments and administrative plats, the approving authority is the director of planning 

and development. For all other developments or subdivisions, the approving authority is the planning and zoning commission.  

Building setback line: A line that is the required minimum distance from the street right-of-way line or easement line or any other 

lot line that establishes the area where any structure must be erected or placed.  

Block: An identified tract or parcel of land established within a subdivision surrounded by a street or a combination of streets and 

other physical features that may be further subdivided into individual lots or reserves.  

Building permit: A permit for improvements granted by the chief building official under the provisions of the city building 

regulations currently in force and effect. As used herein, the term "improvement" shall include the construction, enlargement, alteration, 

repair, removal, or conversion of a building or structure.  

Chief building official: The city officer or other designated authority charged with the administration and enforcement of the city 

building regulations, or his/her authorized representative.  

City: The City of La Porte, Texas.  

City building regulations: All building regulations referred to in and incorporated by chapter 82 of the city's Code of Ordinances.  

City council: The City Council of the City of La Porte, Texas.  

City secretary: The person holding the office of city secretary under the terms of the La Porte Charter, or her/his designated 

representative.  

Commission: The planning and zoning commission of the city.  

Compensation open space: Those areas designated on a plat or plan that are restricted from development, except for landscaping 

and recreational uses and which all owners of residential properties within the plat have a common legal interest or which are retained 

in private ownership and restricted from development, except for landscaping and recreational uses, for the exclusive use of all owners 



of residential property within the plat, and such designation shall remain in effect until the plat is vacated or the tract is replatted. The 

terms "compensating open space", "common open space", "common property" and "common area" may be used interchangeably and 

may be considered as similar.  

Comprehensive plan: A long-range plan adopted by the city council in accordance with Texas Local Government Code Chapter 

213 and as such plan is periodically amended or updated, which is intended to guide the development of the city and that includes 

analysis, recommendations and proposals for the community's population, economy, housing, transportation, community facilities and 

infrastructure.  

County: Harris County, Texas.  

Department: The Planning and Development Department of the City of La Porte.  

Developer: The legal or beneficial owner or owners of a lot or any land included in a proposed development including the holder 

of an option or contract to purchase, or other persons having property interests in such land.  

Development: The process of converting land within the city's jurisdiction from its natural state, or altering the elevation of property 

or converting its existing usage to residential, commercial or industrial uses. This definition encompasses any and all physical changes 

to the land not regulated through the city building code inherent in such conversions. The term development includes subdivisions as 

defined herein.  

Development authorization: A document issued by the department for the development of land within the city's jurisdiction. A 

development authorization is issued after final approval of a subdivision plat or development site plan by the city approving authority, 

and authorizes the construction of improvements not regulated by the city building code.  

Development, major: Any development not qualifying as a minor development, as the term "minor development" is defined herein.  

Development, minor: Any project or development that involves no more than ten acres of land and where the total square footage 

of all buildings on the site does not exceed 150,000 square feet and presents no conflict with the city's comprehensive plan.  

Director: The director of the planning and development department or designated representative.  

Dwelling unit: A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or more persons including permanent 

provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.  

Easement: A right given by the owner or a parcel of land to another person, public agent or private corporation for specific and 

limited use of that parcel.  

Extraterritorial jurisdiction: The unincorporated territory outside of and contiguous to the city limits of the city established by the 

authority of Texas Local Government Code Chapter 42.  

Electronic format: Information recorded in a manner that requires a computer or other electronic devise to display, interpret and 

process it, including .pdf or other similar formats.  

Engineer: A professional engineer licensed by the Texas Board of Professional Engineers.  

Filing date: The date when a development site plan, general plan, or a subdivision plat is formally presented to the approving 

authority for its approval and is registered as a part of the approving authority's official records.  

Flood hazard area: Those areas of the city designated as having a greater chance of flooding from natural disasters such as 

rainstorms or hurricanes. Such areas are shown on the official flood insurance rate maps (FIRM) established by FEMA and adopted by 

city council.  

Flood hazard prevention ordinance: The ordinance adopted by the city council and codified in chapter 94 "Floods" of the La Porte, 

Texas Code of Ordinances that defines the special flood hazard areas of the city and regulates land development more restrictively 

within such areas.  

General plan: A map or plan illustrating the general design features and street layout of a proposed development which is proposed 

to be platted and developed in phases. This plan, when approved by the commission, constitutes a guide which the commission should 

refer to in the subsequent review of subdivision plats or development site plans that cover portions of the land contained within the 

general plan, as well as adjacent property.  

Harris County road law: A special law of the State of Texas found in Acts 1913, Special Laws, Chapter 17, as may be from time 

to time amended.  



Industrial districts: That land within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City of La Porte, and either:  

(a)  Being designated as the "Battleground Industrial District of La Porte, Texas" in Ordinance 729, passed by the City Council 

of the City of La Porte; or  

(b)  Being designated as the "Bay Port Industrial District of La Porte, Texas" in Ordinance 842, passed by the City Council of 

the City of La Porte; or  

(c)  Being designated as the "South La Porte Industrial District or La Porte, Texas" in Ordinance 98-2258, passed by the City 

Council of the City of La Porte.  

Lot: An undivided tract or parcel of land contained within a block or designated on a subdivision plat by numerical identification.  

Mobile home park: An unsubdivided development divided into mobile home sites for rent and for the installation of mobile home 

thereon.  

Mobile home subdivision: A subdivision divided into mobile home lots for sale.  

Monument: A fixed reference point or object located convenient to proposed developments in La Porte that the city or another 

governmental agency has determined the elevation above mean sea level and the geographic location within the Texas Plane Coordinate 

System.  

Monument system: A monument system established by the city to provide horizontal and vertical survey control for land 

development in La Porte within a common frame of reference. A document describing the city monument system is published separately.  

One-foot reserve: A strip of land one foot wide and within public street right of ways and adjacent to subdivision reserves or 

adjacent acreage to prevent access to said public street until the reserve or adjacent acreage has been platted in accordance with this 

ordinance [these regulations].  

Plan, development site: A site plan for unsubdivided developments certified by the land owner and by a professional engineer or 

registered public surveyor, executed by the city approving authority and prepared as specified in section 86-7 of this chapter.  

Planned unit development: A land area characterized by a unified site design which: (1) has individual building sites and provides 

common open spaces; and (2) is designed to be capable of satisfactory use and operation as a separate entity without necessarily having 

the participation of other building sites or other common property. The ownership of the common property may by either public or 

private. A planned unit development may include subdivisions. It may be a single planned unit development as initially designed; or as 

expanded by annexation of additional land area; or a group of contiguous planned unit developments, as separate entities or merged into 

a single consolidated entity.  

Planning consultant: A certified land planner, Texas registered professional engineer, Texas registered land surveyor, Texas 

registered architect, or other qualified consultant, who performs land planning services to subdividers or developers for a fee.  

Plat, administrative: A replat or subdivision of land totaling ten acres or less, and involving four or fewer lots fronting on an 

existing streets and not requiring the creation of any new street or the extension of municipal facilities or the aggregation of multiple 

lots into one lot.  

Plat, amending: A plat, previously approved by the commission and duly recorded, which is resubmitted to the commission for 

re-approval and recording which contains dimensional or notational corrections or erroneous information contained on the originally 

approved and recorded plat. An amending plat is not to be considered as a replat or resubdivision and may not contain any changes or 

additions to the physical characteristics of the original subdivision, but is intended only to correct errors or miscalculations as allowed 

under the provisions of Chapter 212 of the Texas Local Government Code.  

Plat, final: A map or drawing of a proposed subdivision prepared in a manner suitable for recording in the appropriate County 

records and prepared in conformance with section 86-8(c) et seq. of this chapter.  

Plat, preliminary: A map or drawing of a proposed subdivision illustrating its development features for review, prepared as 

specified in section 86-8(b) et seq. of this chapter.  

Plat, street dedication: A map or drawing suitable for recording in the appropriate county records illustrating the location of a 

right-of-way intended for dedication within a specific tract of land.  

Public Improvements Criteria Manual (PICM): The set of standards set forth by the director of planning and development 

department and approved by the city council to determine the specific technical requirements for construction of public improvements. 

The manual may be acquired from the planning and development department, and is on file in the city secretary's office.  



Reserve: A parcel of land within a subdivision plat or development site plan reserved from current development. A reserve may 

be restricted to a special use such as drainage, recreation or common area. Reserves within the subdivisions not restricted in use may be 

shown as "unrestricted".  

Resubdivision or replat: The relocation or removal of existing streets or lots by re-platting as allowed under the provisions of 

Chapter 212, Texas Local Government Code, and as amended.  

Right-of-way: A strip of land acquired by reservation, dedication, prescription or condemnation and used or intended to be used as 

a road, utility installation, crosswalk, railroad, electric transmission lines, or other similar use.  

Special use sites: A location shown on the comprehensive plan where a proposed school, park, public building or other public 

facility is to be located.  

Streets, collector: A street designed to serve equally the functions of access and movement. Collector streets serve as links between 

local streets and arterials.  

Street, cul-de-sac: A local street having one end open to vehicular traffic and having one closed end terminated by a turnaround.  

Street, local: A neighborhood or minor street whose primary purpose is to provide access to abutting properties.  

Street, primary arterial: An expressway, freeway, or primary thoroughfare whose primary function is the movement of traffic.  

Street, private: A vehicular access way, under private ownership and maintenance, providing access to buildings containing 

residential dwelling units without direct access to an approved public street right-of-way. Parking lots and private driveways within 

shopping centers, commercial areas and industrial developments shall not be considered as private streets.  

Street, public: A publically owned or maintained right-of-way, however designated, dedicated or acquired, which provides 

vehicular access to adjacent properties.  

Street, secondary arterial: A primary thoroughfare whose predominant function is the movement of traffic but which provides 

more access than normally associated with a primary arterial.  

Street, stub: A public street not terminated by a permanent circular turnaround, ending adjacent to undeveloped property or acreage 

and intended to be extended at such time as the adjacent undeveloped property or acreage is subdivided or developed.  

Street, thoroughfare: A public street designed for heavy traffic and intended to serve as a traffic artery of considerable length and 

continuity throughout the community and so designated on the latest edition of the thoroughfare plan as contained in the city's 

comprehensive plan.  

Subdivider: Any owner or authorized agent thereof, proposing to divide, or dividing, land so as to constitute a subdivision according 

to the terms and provisions of this chapter. A subdivider is further defined to be a developer.  

Subdivision: A division of any tract of land into two or more parts for the purpose of laying out any subdivision or any tract of 

land or any addition to the city, or for laying out suburban lots or building lots, or any lots, and streets, alleys or parts or other portions 

intended for public use or the use of the purchasers or owners of lots fronting thereon or adjacent thereto. A subdivision includes re-

subdivision (replat) but it does not include the division of land for agricultural purposes in parcels or tracts of five acres or more and not 

involving any new streets, alleys or easements of access. A subdivision is further defined to be a development.  

Subdivision, major: Any subdivision not qualifying as a minor subdivision, as the term "minor subdivision" is defined herein.  

Subdivision, minor: A subdivision involving less than ten acres of land, which has no common area or reserves, has no adjacent 

stub street right of ways, and requires no change to the city's comprehensive plan.  

Submittal date: The date and time specified in this chapter when plans, plats, related materials and fees must be received by the 

city prior to the next regular meeting of the commission in order to be considered at such meeting. The "submittal date" is not to be 

considered as the "filing date" as herein defined.  

Surveyor: A surveyor licensed by the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveying.  

Title certificate (abstractor's certificate, planning letter): A certificate prepared and executed by a title company authorized to do 

business in the State of Texas or an attorney licensed in the State of Texas describing all encumbrances of record which affect the 

property together with all deeds recorded from and after the effective date of this chapter which shall include any part of the property 

included in a subdivision plat or development site plan.  

Waiver: Permission granted in writing by the commission to depart from the literal requirements of this chapter.  



Zoning ordinance: The zoning ordinance of the City of La Porte, Texas, codified as chapter 106 in the La Porte Texas Code of 

Ordinances, together with any amendments thereto.  

 

Sec. 86-5. - Pre-development applicant consultation.  

 
(a)  The developer or owner of land may choose to schedule a pre-development applicant consultation (PAC) meeting with the director. 

The PAC meeting is intended to provide information on the city's review process, procedures and requirements and allow for 

dialogue between the city and developer or owner of land prior to submittal of any development application outlined in this chapter.  

 

Sec. 86-6. - General plans.  

 
(a)  General plans are required for all phased projects involving major subdivisions or major developments. The general plan is to be 

designed to illustrate the general design features of a subdivision or development which is proposed to be developed or platted in 

phases or sections. This plan, when approved by the commission, constitutes a guide which the commission will refer to in the 

subsequent review of plans or plats that cover portions of the land contained within the general overall plan and adjacent properties. 

Should the developer's future plans change, such changes are to be disclosed to the department by filing a new general plan.  

(b)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least three weeks before the date which commission review is requested, unless 

otherwise approved by the director.  

(c)  Application shall consist of all required documentation submitted either electronically or one paper copy in a 24-inch by 36-inch 

format.  

(d)  The following information must be submitted as part of a general plan submission:  

(1)  Application and applicable fee.  

(2)  Development checklist.  

(3)  Project description letter.  

(4)  Any additional information required by the director.  

(5)  The general plan shall graphically contain the following:  

a.  Name of the development.  

b.  Legal description of the site.  

c.  Existing and proposed zoning.  

d.  Name and contact information of the developer.  

e.  Name and contact information of the project design team.  

f.  Developer/owner signature block.  

g.  City approval signature block.  

h.  Scale of plan in engineering format.  

i.  North arrow.  

j.  Vicinity map showing relation of development to surrounding streets, railroads and watercourses.  

k.  Perimeter boundary of the property.  

l.  Identification of each phase of development and proposed land use/s for each phase.  

m.  Label adjacent subdivisions, streets, easements, water courses, acreage tracts, and other natural and manmade features.  

n.  Show land contours at one-foot intervals.  

o.  Identify required building lines adjacent to all existing or proposed public and private streets and alleys.  



p.  If building locations are known, include the footprint of each building, indicating the building type, building height, 

number of stories, floor area, and density of residential development.  

q.  Show rights-of-way for all streets and alleys either existing or proposed within or adjacent to the general plan boundaries. 

Indicate right-of-way width of all streets as identified in the PICM. Identify whether streets are intended to be public or 

private.  

r.  Indicate approximate location, widths, and types for all easements whether existing or proposed within or adjacent to the 

general plan boundaries.  

s.  Identify the location of all existing public utilities within or adjacent to the general plan boundaries and how each phase 

of development will connect with those utilities.  

t.  Show approximate boundary of flood hazard area as taken from the official FEMA flood insurance rate maps adopted 

by the city or other sources approved by the Director.  

u.  Stormwater drainage plan showing general drainage basins and possible location for on-site detention if required.  

v.  Traffic study or written documentation from the director that the development does not necessitate a traffic study.  

w.  Other information required by the director.  

(e)  Within 30 days of submittal of an administratively complete application, the director shall schedule the general plan on the planning 

and zoning commission agenda for review by the commission.  

(f)  General applications shall comply with all applicable city ordinances and statutes prior to approval by the commission. The 

commission shall review the general plan and take one of the following actions:  

(1)  Approve the general plan as filed. Commission approval of the general plan authorizes the developer to file a preliminary 

plat or a development site plan.  

(2)  Conditionally approve the general plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such conditional approval are stated in writing and 

a copy of the statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Commission conditional approval requires submission 

of an amended General Plan and additional documentation as specified by the planning commission for final commission 

approval, which may be filed concurrently with the next preliminary plat or development site plan, as the case may be.  

(3)  Disapprove the general plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and a copy of the 

statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Commission disapproval of a general plan requires submission of a 

new general plan.  

(g)  The original approved mylar of the general plan shall be retained by the department in the official files of the commission. No 

subsequent plan or plat will be approved until the original mylar has been delivered to the department.  

(h)  In the event the developer or subdivider fails to file a preliminary plat or development site plan within one year of commission 

approval of the general plan, approval of said general plan shall terminate upon written notice to the subdivider, developer, or 

owner.  

(i)  The developer, subdivider, or owner may request in writing a one year extension specifying the reason why the document has not 

been filed.  

 

Sec. 86-7. - Development site plans.  

 
(a)  General.  

(1)  The following sections of this chapter outline procedures for preparing and obtaining approval for developments not defined 

herein as subdivisions. Except as noted in subparagraph (2) below, it shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to 

develop property within the City of La Porte without first:  

a.  Filing a development site plan and required documentation for approval;  

b.  Having said development site plan approved according to the procedures set forth herein; and  

c.  Obtaining a development authorization.  



(2)  No development site plan shall be required as provided for herein in the case of development that is solely and strictly a 

subdivision (as that term is defined herein) and the requirements of section 86-8(c) of this chapter have been satisfied for 

each subdivision.  

(3)  For both major and minor developments, the development site plan is shall be drawn accurately to scale with exact 

dimensions by an engineer. When accompanied by all other required documentation, development site plans shall contain 

sufficient detail for evaluation of the proposed development.  

(4)  The following information must be provided as part of a development site plan submission:  

a.  Application and applicable fee.  

b.  Development checklist.  

c.  Project description letter.  

d.  Drainage Plan and/or calculations as required by the director.  

e.  Exterior building elevations for sites subject to the city's Design Guidelines (Chapter 106, Article IX).  

f.  Traffic impact assessment, if required by the director.  

g.  Any additional information required by the director.  

h.  Development site plan showing the location of all improvements on the site, whether existing or proposed. Proposed 

improvements shall be in compliance with all applicable local, state and federal requirements. The development site 

plan shall contain the following graphical information:  

1.  Name of development  

2.  Type of development  

3.  Description of land within proposed development: "_____. _____ acres out of the _______ Survey, Abstract 

Number _____, Harris County, Texas."  

4.  Legal description of development, including blocks and lots or reserves or a metes and bounds description of the 

property boundary.  

5.  Name of owner or authorized representative.  

6.  Name of developer.  

7.  Name of planning consultant.  

8.  Filing date of application.  

9.  Engineering Scale.  

10.  North arrow  

11.  Vicinity map that shows relation of development to surrounding streets, railroads, and water courses.  

12.  Perimeter boundaries of development including dimensions.  

13.  Indicate all building lines on the site. Show shortest distances from each building to nearest property line.  

14.  Indicate name, location and recording information for adjacent properties, streets, easements, water courses, 

acreage tracts, and other natural or manmade features.  

15.  Parking table that labels existing and proposed parking in comparison to the required parking for the development.  

16.  Landscape table that labels existing and proposed trees and shrubs, including name of plant species, quantity and 

size.  

17.  Identify topography and label contours in one-foot intervals. Include cut and fill changes to the site.  

18.  Define high banks and flow lines of water courses. Define post-development limits of other natural or manmade 

physical development obstacles.  



19.  For mobile home parks, show proposed layout of mobile home sites and reserves. Number sites and blocks 

consecutively. Draw boundaries of sites the same way as for subdivision lots. Indicate size of each site in square 

feet. Designate usage of each reserve, such as recreation, laundry drying, and dead storage.  

20.  Draw perimeter of, dimension, and identify type and usage of each existing or proposed structure or site 

improvement, including parking lots, security lighting, driveways, curb cuts, culverts, water lines, fire hydrants, 

sanitary sewers, storm drains, natural gas lines, electrical lines, telephone lines, walkways, landscaping and other 

site improvements.  

21.  Show rights-of-way of all streets and alleys, either existing or proposed, within the plat boundaries and 

immediately adjacent thereto. Show right of way width at points of curvature or tangency, at one point within 

tangent segments, and at changes in width.  

22.  Provide names of all existing and proposed streets located within the plat boundaries and immediately adjacent 

thereto. Any proposed street name cannot be duplicates of any street name in current use, unless continuations of 

existing streets.  

23.  Indicate location, widths and types of for all existing and proposed utilities and easements on the site, including, 

but not limited to, water line, sanitary sewer, drainage, power. Label recording information for existing easements.  

24.  Show boundary of flood hazard area and shade areas within lot boundaries inside flood hazard area. Show finished 

floor elevation of buildings inside flood hazard area.  

25.  All required dedication statements and certificates must be included.  

(b)  Minor development site plan.  

(1)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least two weeks before the date which director review is requested. 

Application shall consist of all required documentation submitted either electronically or one paper copy.  

(2)  The director is the approving authority for all minor developments site plans. Following review of the minor development 

site plans, the director shall, within two weeks of the filing date, take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the minor development site plan as filed. Approval of a minor development site plan and all accompanying 

documentation by the director, together with approval of public improvement construction documents by the director, 

results in issuance of a development authorization by the department.  

b.  Conditionally approve the minor development site plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such conditional approval are 

stated in writing and a copy of the statement is signed by the director. Conditional approval of a minor development site 

plan requires that the developer satisfy the conditions established by the department. Once the stated conditions have 

been satisfied, the minor development site plan and accompanying documentation may be resubmitted for department 

approval.  

c.  Disapprove the minor development site plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and 

a copy of the statement is signed by the director. Disapproval of a minor development site plan requires filing of a new 

minor development site plan.  

(3)  Department action shall be noted on three copies of the minor development site plan, which shall be distributed to the 

developer, department and the city code enforcement division.  

(4)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the developer, if the director fails to act within four weeks from the date 

of submittal of the minor development site plan the developer may submit a written request to the city manager for an 

investigation into the director's failure to act, in answer to which the city manager shall issue a report within two weeks, 

unless the director has sooner acted on the submitted plan.  

(5)  Director disapproval of a minor development site plan may be appealed to the commission within 20 days of the mailing of 

a written notice of disapproval. Once the appeal has been filed, the minor development site plan will be presented to the 

commission for its ruling as specified for major development site plans in subparagraph (c) below. The following materials 

must be filed with the city secretary for an appeal:  

a.  A copy of the director's disapproval letter.  

b.  A letter stating the basis of appeal.  



c.  A copy of the minor development site plan.  

(6)  Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy, a final inspection of all improvements must be completed by city inspectors. 

However, the developer shall have the option to utilize a third party engineer in place of city inspectors to certify that all 

improvements have been installed in accordance with the approved minor development site plan.  

(c)  Major development site plan.  

(1)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least three weeks before the date which commission review is requested. 

Application shall consist of all required documentation submitted either electronically or one paper copy.  

(2)  The commission is the approving authority for all major development plans. Following review of the major development site 

plan, the commission shall take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the major development site plan as filed. Approval of a major development site plan and all accompanying 

documentation by the commission, together with approval of construction documents for any proposed public 

improvements by the director results in issuance of a development authorization by the department.  

b.  Conditionally approve the major development site plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such conditional approval are 

stated in writing and a copy of the statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Conditional approval of a 

major development site plan requires that the developer satisfy the conditions established by the commission. Once the 

stated conditions have been satisfied, the major development site plan and accompanying documentation may be refiled 

for commission approval.  

c.  Disapprove the major development site plan as filed, provided, the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and 

a copy of the statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Disapproval of a major development site plan 

requires filing of a new major development site plan.  

(3)  Commission action shall be noted on four copies of the major development site plan, which shall be distributed to the 

developer, department, city code enforcement division, and official commission files.  

(4)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the developer, the failure of the commission to act within 30 days from 

the date of submittal of the major development site plan the developer may submit a written request to the city manager for 

an investigation into the director's failure to act, in answer to which the city manager shall issue a report within two weeks, 

unless the director has sooner acted on the submitted plan.  

(5)  Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy or final inspection of any improvements included in an approved major 

development site plan, a letter signed and stamped by a licensed engineer must be submitted to the planning and development 

department certifying that all improvements have been installed in accordance with the approved major development site 

plan.  

(d)  Amendments to minor and major development site plans.  

(1)  Amendments to minor and major development site plans are those that provide for rearrangement or reconfiguration of floor 

plans or building elevations, modifications to parking areas, landscape areas, drainage facilities, utilities or other site 

improvements. An amendment may only occur to a site plan that has an active building permit on file.  

(2)  Said modifications shall:  

a.  Comply with all requirements of chapter 106 of the city's Code of Ordinances and other applicable city regulations.  

b.  Not conflict with the comprehensive plan.  

c.  Not change the character of the development or the intent of the original plat approval.  

(3)  The director is the approving authority for all amendments to site plans. Following review of the amendment, the director 

shall, within two weeks of the filing date, take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the amendment as filed. Approval of an amendment shall be clearly noted on the originally approved site plan, 

along with any conditions required by the director.  

b.  Disapprove the amendment as filed, provided, the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and a copy of the 

statement is signed by the director.  



(4)  Director disapproval of an amendment may be appealed to the commission within twenty (20) days of the written notice of 

disapproval. Once the appeal has been filed, the amendment will be presented to the commission for its ruling as specified 

for major development site plans in subparagraph (c) above.  

 

Sec. 86-8. - Subdivision plats.  

 
(a)  The following sections outline procedures for preparing and obtaining approval of subdivision plats for residential, commercial, 

or industrial properties. All final subdivision plats must be recorded in the county map records.  

(b)  Preliminary plat.  

(1)  Preliminary plats are required for all major subdivisions and shall be consistent with the approved general plan, if applicable.  

(2)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least two (2) weeks before the date which commission review is requested. 

Application shall consist of all required documentation submitted either electronically or one paper copy.  

(3)  The following information must be provided as part of a preliminary plat submission:  

a.  Application and applicable fee.  

b.  Development checklist.  

c.  Project description letter.  

d.  Any additional information required by the director.  

e.  The preliminary plat shall graphically contain the following (ensure compliance with PICM standards, where applicable):  

1.  Name of subdivision, which cannot be similar to that of an existing subdivision.  

2.  Type of development.  

3.  Description of land on which subdivision lies: "_____ acres out of the _____ Survey, Abstract Number _____, 

Harris County, State of Texas."  

4.  Date.  

5.  Scale in engineering format.  

6.  North arrow.  

7.  Name of developer and property owner.  

8.  Name of surveyor and/or engineer preparing the plat.  

9.  Total number of lots, blocks and reserves.  

10.  Indicate size of each lot and reserve.  

11.  Vicinity map in relation to surrounding streets, railroads and water courses.  

12.  Label adjacent properties including ownership information and HCAD parcel identifications, where applicable.  

13.  Show all physical features of the site including high banks of water courses and any other natural or man-made 

physical development obstacles.  

14.  Draw perimeter boundaries of the subdivision.  

15.  Show proposed layout of blocks and lots or reserves within blocks.  

16.  For reserves: Draw boundaries for and designate area (in square feet and acres) for unrestricted reserves and those 

dedicated for restricted usages, such as those for drainage, recreation, parkland, or other uses (indicate intended 

usage and existing zoning).  

17.  Label contours at one-foot intervals.  



18.  Show and label all rights-of-way of all streets and alleys, either existing or proposed, within the plat boundaries 

and immediately adjacent thereto. Indicate right-of-way width between points, curvature, tangency and at changes 

in width.  

19.  Provide names of all existing and proposed streets located within the plat boundaries and immediately adjacent 

thereto. Street names cannot be duplicates of any street names in current use, unless continuations of existing 

streets or as part of a historical grid pattern.  

20.  Label location, widths and types of all easements, either existing or proposed, within the platted area or 

immediately adjacent thereto. Include any recording information on any existing easements.  

21.  Show nearest city approved survey monument and exact bearing (nearest second) and distance (nearest hundredth 

of a foot) to a defined point on the perimeter boundary of the property.  

22.  Show location of all proposed survey control monuments to be installed by the developer pursuant to section 86-

15 of this chapter.  

23.  Show boundary of flood hazard area/s as adopted by the city.  

24.  Show location of all existing and proposed storm drainage, sanitary sewer system, and water lines.  

25.  For condominium developments: Draw the footprint of each building site and show overall dimensions and 

building type for each building. Show shortest distances from each building to nearest building and property line. 

For each building type, draw to larger scale the plan of each building type, showing all perimeter wall dimensions 

and the dimensions and location of walls between units. Designate each unit type and floor area in square feet.  

(4)  Preliminary plat applications shall comply with all applicable city ordinances and statutes prior to approval by the 

commission. The commission shall review the plat and take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the preliminary plat as filed.  

b.  Disapprove the preliminary plat as filed, provided, the reason for such disapproval is stated in writing and a copy of the 

statement is signed by the chairman of the commission. Disapproval may also include conditions for resubmittal of 

preliminary plat.  

(5)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the subdivider, the failure of the commission to act within thirty (30) 

days from the date of the filing of the plat by the developer, will cause the plat to be deemed approved.  

(6)  The original approved mylar of the preliminary plat shall be retained by the department in the official files of the commission.  

(7)  In the event the subdivider fails to file a final plat within one year of approving authority approval of the preliminary plat, 

approval of said preliminary plat shall terminate upon written notice to the subdivider or owner. The subdivider or owner 

may request in writing a one year extension specifying the reason why a final plat has not been filed.  

(c)  Final plat.  

(1)  Final plats are required for all subdivision, and shall be consistent with the preliminary plat if applicable. Final plats of 

subdivisions are drawn accurately to scale with exact dimensions. Complete instructions for preparing final plats are contained 

in Appendix D.  

(2)  In conjunction with the filing of the final plat, the subdivider or developer shall file a proposed set of covenants, restrictions, 

conditions, and reservations, affecting the property enclosed within the final plat. The covenants and restrictions shall include 

provisions creating an association of lot owners charged with the responsibility of promoting the recreation, health, safety, 

and welfare of the members of the association, and for the improvement and maintenance of any common areas, compensating 

open space, private streets, alleys, or parking areas included within the final plat. The association shall be empowered to levy 

assessments to be used exclusively in the enforcement of the covenants, restrictions, conditions, and reservations affecting 

the property enclosed in the final plat, and for the furtherance of its responsibility of improving and maintaining any common 

areas, compensating open space, private streets, alleys, parking areas or other private improvements included within the final 

plat. The assessments levied shall be a charge on the land and shall be a continuing lien on the property against which each 

such assessment is made.  

(3)  The proposed set of covenants, restrictions, conditions and reservations filed shall be submitted to the City Attorney of the 

City of La Porte, who shall review the documents and insure that the form of the documents complies with this chapter.  



(4)  Application shall be submitted to the department at least two weeks before the date which commission review is requested. 

Application shall consist of all required documentation either electronically or one paper copy.  

(5)  The following information must be submitted as part of a final plat submission:  

a.  Application and applicable fee.  

b.  Development checklist.  

c.  Title certificate, abstract, or planning letter.  

d.  Complete public street construction drawings for approval by the director.  

e.  Complete public utility construction drawings for approval by the director.  

f.  List of coordinates for each point to be marked in the final field survey. Each point on the list is to be assigned a unique 

number code. A copy of the final plat, marked with the locations of each number code, is to be submitted as well.  

g.  Letters from the servicing utility companies approving of the easements shown on the plat.  

h.  Copy of deeds for any private easements within the subdivision.  

i.  Commitment of park dedication as required in section 86-11 of this chapter.  

j.  A letter, statement or instrument from the holder of any privately owned easement or fee strip within the subdivision 

boundaries approving any crossings of said existing easement or fee strip by proposed streets, utilities, or easements 

shown on the plat. If adjustment of existing utilities is required, said letter shall specify the nature of the adjustments 

and the approval of the owner for such adjustments.  

k.  Set of covenants, restrictions, conditions, and reservations, affecting the property enclosed within the final plat.  

l.  Title information as required in section 86-15(n) of this chapter.  

m.  Any additional information required by the director.  

n.  Final plat to graphically contain the following (ensure compliance with PICM standards, where applicable):  

1.  The graphical requirements outlined for a Preliminary Plat in Section 86-8(b)(3)(e), items 1-22.  

2.  Metes and bounds description in map for with appropriate bearings and distances.  

3.  Owners' acknowledgement statement.  

4.  Lienholders' subordination agreement, where applicable.  

5.  Plat accuracy certificate.  

6.  Final survey certificate.  

7.  Approving authority certificate.  

8.  Harris County Clerk filing statement.  

9.  Permanent access easement must be labeled for any proposed private roads.  

10.  Any other special statements required by the director.  

(6)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the subdivider, the failure of the commission to act within 30 days from 

the date of the filing of the plat by the developer, will cause the plat to be deemed approved.  

(7)  Final plat applications shall comply with all applicable city ordinances and statutes prior to approval by the commission. The 

commission shall review the plat and take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the final plat as filed. Such approval of a final plat as filed and all accompanying documentation by the 

commission, together with approval of public improvement construction documents by the director shall result in 

issuance of a development authorization by the department which permits the developer to begin construction of 

subdivision improvements.  

b.  Disapprove the final plat as filed, provided the reasons for such disapproval are stated in writing and a copy of the 

statement is signed by the chairman of the planning commission. Such disapproval requires filing of a new final plat.  



(8)  Notice of the commission's action shall be forwarded to the applicant.  

(9)  A final plat shall not be recorded until executed by the director and by the commission. Before the final plat is executed, the 

developer shall follow the procedure provided for in section, and construct the proposed improvements according to the 

approved plans and specifications. In the event the developer or owner fails to commence construction of such improvements 

within one year of development authorization, approval of the final plat shall terminate upon written notice from the 

commission to the developer or owner. The developer or owner may request in writing one year extension specifying the 

reasons why construction has not commenced.  

The commission shall not sign and deliver a copy of the plat to be recorded, nor shall such final plat be recorded, if such 

proposed improvements are not completed within two years of commencement of construction, and approved by the director. 

In the event the developer or owner fails to complete construction of such improvements within two years of commencement 

of construction, approval of the final plat shall terminate upon written notice from the commission to developer or owner. 

The developer or owner may request a one year extension in writing from the director specifying the reasons why construction 

had not been completed.  

The final plat shall not be recorded unless the deed restrictions called for herein are recorded simultaneously with the 

recordation of the final plat.  

(10)  After recordation with Harris County, the original recorded mylar film of the final plat shall be retained in the official files 

of the commission.  

(d)  Administrative plat.  

(1)  The same submittal requirements for a final plat approval apply to an administrative plat.  

(2)  Administrative plat applications shall comply with all applicable city ordinances and statutes prior to approval by the director. 

The director shall review the plat and take one of the following actions:  

a.  Approve the preliminary plat as filed.  

b.  Disapprove the preliminary plat as filed, provided, the reason for such disapproval is stated in writing. Disapproval may 

also include conditions for resubmittal. If said plat is disapproved, the applicant may elect to refer the plat to the 

commission for consideration.  

(3)  The director may, for any reason, elect to present the plat to the commission for approval of the plat.  

(4)  Unless stipulation for additional time is agreed to by the subdivider, the failure of the director to act within 30 days from the 

date of the filing of the plat by the developer, will cause the plat to be deemed approved.  

(e)  Replat of recorded subdivision plats.  

(1)  A replat or re-subdivision of a recorded subdivision plat, or a portion thereof, but without vacation of the immediate previous 

plat, is hereby expressly authorized to be recorded and shall deemed valid and controlling when:  

a.  It has been signed and acknowledged by only the owners of the particular property which is being replatted or re-

subdivided on the acknowledgement shown in Enclosure 1 to Appendix D;  

b.  It does not attempt to alter, amend or remove any covenants and restrictions;  

c.  There is compliance, when applicable, V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, §§ 212.014 and 212.0145;  

d.  It has been approved by the commission after being prepared and filed as though it were an original plat as specified in 

subparagraph "c" of this section; and  

e.  All expenses incurred by the city or the subdivider in the replat process shall be borne by the subdivider, including costs 

of notice at public hearing.  

(f)  Amending plat (of recorded subdivision plats).  

(1)  An amending plat may be filed for record in the county map records to correct dimensional errors, notational errors or other 

erroneous information, to add to or delete monuments, or to relocate a lot line between adjacent lots, as allowed in V.T.C.A. 

Local Government Code, § 212.016, provided:  

a.  The signed amending plat certificate shown on enclosure 4 to appendix D is placed on the face of the amending plat;  



b.  The planning and zoning commission certificate shown on enclosure 4 to appendix D is placed on the face of the 

amending plat and;  

c.  Commission approval of said amending plat is reflected by commission execution of said certificate.  

(2)  The planning director of the City of La Porte may approve amending plats and execute certification of same as set forth 

above in lieu of the planning commission, as allowed in V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 212.0065. The director of 

planning may, for any reason, elect to present the amending plat to the commission for approval. The director of planning 

shall not disapprove the amending plat and shall refer any plats which are refused to the planning commission within the time 

parameters as delineated in V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 212.009.  

(g)  Vacating plat (of recorded subdivision plats).  

(1)  The vacation of subdivision plats, which is authorized and regulated by V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 212.013, shall 

be permitted, provided:  

a.  All owners of all property contained within the previous plat sign the vacation of subdivision declaration shown on 

enclosure 5 to appendix D;  

b.  Approval of the commission is obtained and reflected by commission execution of the certificate shown on enclosure 5 

to appendix D; and  

c.  Said owners declaration and commission approval certificate is recorded as a single instrument in the county records as 

required by V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 212.013.  

 

Secs. 86-9—86-14. - Reserved.  

 

Sec. 86-15. - General standards for subdivision and developments.  

 
(a)  Streets and alleys.  

(1)  Street classification system. The street pattern of the city should provide adequate circulation while discouraging through 

traffic within local neighborhoods. This may be accomplished by providing thoroughfares spaced at approximately one-mile 

intervals and collector streets within neighborhoods spaced at about half-mile intervals to link local streets to the thoroughfare 

network.  

(2)  Street width. Public or private streets shall have a minimum pavement width of 28 feet. Public or private alleys shall have a 

minimum pavement width of 20 feet.  

(3)  Thoroughfare extension. Right of way widths for thoroughfare extensions shall be as indicated in the PICM along the entire 

frontage of the tract being developed. Where the existing dedicated right of way width fronting the adjacent property is less 

that shown in the PICM, a transition zone of 300 feet of frontage of the new development shall be provided between the 

existing and new right of ways.  

(4)  Continuation of adjoining streets. The arrangement of streets in new developments shall make provisions for the appropriate 

continuation of existing streets from adjoining properties.  

(5)  Future projections of streets. Where adjoining areas are not developed, but may be developed, the arrangement of streets in 

a new development shall make provisions for the proper projection of streets into adjoining areas by carrying the new streets 

to the boundaries of the new development at appropriate locations. All such streets shall be designed in accordance with the 

PICM.  

(6)  Provisional one-foot reserve. Required along the side or end of streets that abut acreage tracts. The note shall be notated on 

the final plats and street dedication plats, where appropriate.  

(7)  Street names. Street names shall be the same as existing street names, if they are continuations of existing streets. Otherwise, 

no street name shall be permitted that is a duplicate of an existing or proposed street name within the city. Proposed new 

names must be submitted to the department for checking prior to the submittal of first plat or plan. The developer shall provide 

street name signs in accordance with the PICM.  

(8)  Alleys. Alleys may be provided within any subdivision or development to provide secondary vehicular access to building 

sites which otherwise have their primary access from an adjacent public street. Alleys shall not be used or designed to provide 



principal access to any tract of land and shall not provide access to property outside the development boundaries in which the 

alleys are located. Dead end alleys are not permitted.  

(9)  Private streets and alleys. Streets and alleys in which the developer proposes to privately maintain in perpetuity through a 

community association or other approved means are to be designated as "private" on the plat. Design and construction of 

such streets and alleys will be identical to design and construction standards for public streets. Right of way lines may be 

coterminous with the edge of pavement.  

(b)  Engineering data. Please see the PICM.  

(c)  Lots. The following standards shall apply to all lots:  

(1)  The lot design of a subdivision or development should provide for lots of adequate width and depth to provide open area and 

to eliminate overcrowding.  

(2)  Lots should be rectangular so far as practicable and should have the side lot lines at right angles to streets on which the lot 

faces or radial to curved street lines.  

(3)  Lots with double frontage are prohibited except when backing on major thoroughfares and upon approval by the planning 

commission.  

(4)  All lots shown on the plat will be for residential purposes unless otherwise noted.  

(5)  Side lot lines should be perpendicular or radial to street frontage and the following note may be in lieu of bearings. "All side 

lot lines are either perpendicular or radial to street frontage unless otherwise noted."  

(6)  Driveway access to thoroughfares shall be prohibited.  

(7)  Double front lots are prohibited except when backing on major thoroughfares or on corner lots.  

(8)  Lots shall be sized in accordance with the requirements of chapter 106, zoning.  

(d)  Drainage easements. The following standards shall apply to all drainage easements:  

(1)  The location and width of all easements shall be determined by the director for all plats or plans within the cities jurisdiction, 

and by the director in conjunction with Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) for all easements that HCFCD may 

have an interest in.  

(2)  Easements for drainage adjacent to lots, tracts, or reserves shall be recited on the final plat, in accordance with the language 

approved by the director.  

(e)  Utility easements. The developer shall coordinate all public and private utility easements with the applicable entity as required in 

this chapter.  

(f)  Platting of public streets or easements across private easements or fee strips. The following shall apply when platting of public 

streets or easements across private easements or fee strips:  

(1)  A copy of the instrument establishing any private easement shall be submitted with the development site plan or the 

preliminary plat as reflected by the title certificate submitted.  

(2)  Easement boundaries must be tied by dimensions to adjacent lot and tract corners. Where the private easement has no defined 

location or width, an effort shall be made to reach agreement on a defined easement. Where no agreement can be reached, 

then existing facilities shall be accurately located and tied to lot lines, and building setback lines shall be established as 

specified in section 5.04.  

(3)  Prior to approval of the final plat or development site plan, the developer or dedicator of any subdivision plat or development 

site plan, wherein public streets or easements are shown crossing private easements or fee strips, shall by letter to the 

commission assume responsibility for seeing that any adjustments and protection of existing pipelines, electrical transmission 

lines, or other facilities shall be planned and provided for to the satisfaction of the holder of the private easements or fee strips 

and the director prior to the filing of the plat or plan for record.  

(4)  Prior to filing of the final plat or development site plan for record, the following requirements must be met:  

a.  The developer or dedicator of any plat or plan shall obtain from the holder of any private easement or fee strip within 

the plat or plan crossed by proposed streets or other public easements an instrument granting to the public the use of 

said public streets or easements over and across said private easements or fee strips for construction, operation, and 



maintenance of those public facilities normally using the type of public streets and easements indicated. This instrument 

shall be delivered to the commission to be filed for record along with plat or plan.  

b.  The developer shall furnish the commission with a letter from the holder of the private easements or fee strips in questions 

stating that arrangements for any required adjustments in pipelines, electrical transmission lines, or other similar 

facilities have been made to the satisfaction of the holder of the easements.  

(g)  Monumentation requirements. The following are requirements for monumentation for subdivisions and developments:  

(1)  Subdivisions.  

a.  Permanent control monuments, one for each five acres of property or fraction thereof, shall be placed along streets 

centerlines or at subdivision corners. The location of control monuments shall be approved by the department at the 

preliminary plat stage and shown on the final plat. The construction of permanent control requirements shall be in 

accordance with the PICM.  

b.  At least one control monument shall be accurately tied, by angle and distance to an approved City of La Porte monument. 

Elevation shall be established for each control monument installed. Datum shall be supplied or approved by the 

department.  

c.  Elevations and coordinate values for each control monument shall be submitted in accordance with language approved 

by the director and approval by the department prior to execution of the final plat.  

d.  All corners of the subdivision, all angle points and points of curvature in the subdivision boundary, all block corners, all 

angle points and points of curvature in each street right of way shall be marked with iron rod not less than three-fourths 

of an inch in diameter and 30 inches in length, placed flush with the finished ground elevation.  

e.  All lot corners shall be marked with iron rods not less than five-eighths of an inch in diameter and 30 inches in length, 

placed flush with the finished ground elevation.  

f.  All required monumentation shall be completed prior to final acceptance of the subdivision and execution of the plat.  

(2)  Major developments.  

a.  Permanent control monuments, one for each five acres of property or fraction thereof, shall be placed along street 

centerlines or at corners of the development. The location of control monuments shall be approved by the department 

and shown on the development site plan. The construction of permanent control monuments shall be in accordance with 

the PICM.  

b.  At least one control monument shall be accurately tied, by angle and distance to an approved City of La Porte monument. 

Elevations shall be established for each control monument installed. Datum shall be supplied or approved by the 

department.  

c.  Elevation and coordinate values for each control monument shall be submitted and approved by the department prior to 

or concurrent with acceptance of all public improvements.  

d.  All lot corners within the development shall be marked with iron rods not less than five-eighths of an inch in diameter 

and 30 inches in length, placed flush with the finished ground elevation prior to commencement of any building 

construction.  

(3)  Minor developments.  

a.  All lot corners of minor developments shall be marked with iron rods not less than five-eighths of an inch in diameter 

and 30 inches in length, placed flush with the finished ground elevation. Lot corners shall be established and placed 

prior to commencement of any building construction.  

(h)  Public improvements.  

(1)  The developer shall pay all costs for providing the development with streets, water mains, sanitary sewers, and storm sewers 

in accordance with plane and specifications for such improvement approved by the director and in the manner set out in the 

adopted utility extension policy. The subdivider shall pay all costs associated with street lighting as set out in the PICM.  

(2)  The subdivider or developer shall guarantee construction of all approved public improvements as provided in this section 

and in conformance with the adopted PICM.  



(3)  The installation of the approved improvements shall be under the inspection of the director or his representative and the 

director shall certify the installation as being in accordance with the approved plans and specifications before the commission 

will execute a subdivision plat for recordation, or before the city will accept said public improvements for maintenance.  

(i)  Reimbursement for oversizing.  

(1)  All improvements required in a subdivision or development will be installed at the developer's cost, unless otherwise 

provided. The cost of utilities and streets which are required by the city to be larger than would be normally needed to serve 

the proposed addition will be partially reimbursed. The reimbursable amount will be the difference between the cost of the 

facilities that would be adequate to serve the addition and the cost of the facilities required by the city. A reimbursement 

contract will be negotiated between the city council and the developer.  

(j)  Record drawings.  

(1)  The engineer representing the developer must present to the Director project information electronically to the city, 

reproducible complete "record drawings" for all paving, drainage structures, water lines and sewer lines within 30 days after 

completion of each contract. The director will not certify approval of public improvements construction until record [all] 

drawings have been submitted.  

(k)  Fees. Filing/application fees for plats, plans, waivers or other requirements as established in this chapter shall be in an amount 

established by the city and listed in appendix A of this Code.  

(l)  Plat/plan graphic symbols. The following line symbols are established for all plans and plats:  

(1)  Boundaries: Show perimeter boundaries, right of ways and boundary lines between development phases in bold solid lines 

(_____). Use solid lines (_____) for block and lot boundaries.  

(2)  Building lines: Indicate by long dashes separated by short dashes ( __ _ ___ _ ).  

(3)  Easements: Indicate by short dashes ( _ _ _ _ ).  

(4)  Stream and depression high banks: indicate by long dashes separated by three short dashes ( ___ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ ___ ).  

(5)  Edge of flood hazard area: Indicate by long dashes separated by circles ( ___ ○ ___ ○ ___ ○ ___).  

(6)  Adjacent properties: Indicate lines outside boundaries of proposed development by long dashes ( ___ ___ ____ ____ ).  

(m)  Plat/plan geometric standards. The following table outlines geometric standards for plans and plats:  

Item Description  
General 

Plan  

Preliminary 

Subdivision Plat  

Final 

Subdivision 

Plat  

Development 

Site Plan  

Dimensional Accuracy Standards  

Exact: Angles to the nearest second, distances to the nearest 

hundredth of a foot.  
  X  X  

Approximate: Angles to the nearest degree, distances to the nearest 

foot.  
X  X    

Line definition: For all lines required to be defined on a line between two points is considered as "defined" if the following information 

is provided:  

Bearing (in degree) for tangent (straight) lines  X  X  X  X  

Distance (in feet) for tangent (straight lines  X  X  X  X  

Radius of curve (R, in feet) for curvilinear lines  X  X  X  X  

Central delta angle (△, in degrees) for curvilinear lines    X  X  

Arc length (L, in feet) for curvilinear lines  X  X  X  X  

Cord length (C, in feet) for curvilinear lines    X  X  

Chord bearing (CB, in degrees) for curvilinear lines    X  X  



Lines to be defined for street rights-of-way (centerline and both edges), perimeter boundaries, lots, blocks, reserves and easements, 

all lines between any combination of the following points:  

Points of beginning or ending  X  X  X  X  

Lots, block, or reserve corners  X  X  X  X  

Angle points  X  X  X  X  

Points of tangency or curvature  X  X  X  X  

Points of inflection (reserve curvature)  X  X  X  X  

Points of intersection with crossing lines for lots, blocks, reserves, 

rights-of-way, easements, stream or depression high banks, and 

flood hazard area boundaries  

  X  X  

Lines to be defined for high banks of stream or depression (no right-of-way or easement), lines between:  

Points defining the limits of the high bank   X  X  X  

Points of intersection with crossing lines for lots, reserves, 

easements and rights-of-way  
  X  X  

Lines to be defines for flood hazard area, lines between:  

Points of defining the limits of the flood hazard area (consult city 

flood zone administrator for required elevations)  
 X  X  X  

Points of intersection with crossing lines for lots, reserves, 

easements and rights-of-way  
  X  X  

  
(n)  Title certificate information. A planning letter, certificate, abstract, or other instrument from a title guaranty company or attorney 

authorized to render title opinions in the State of Texas, which certifies than a search of the appropriate records was performed 

within 30 days of the filing date and which letter provides the following information:  

(1)  The date of the examination of the records.  

(2)  A legal description of the property proposed to be developed including a metes and bounds description of the boundaries of 

said land.  

(3)  The name of the recorded owner of fee simple title as of the date of the examination of the records, together with the recording 

information or the instruments whereby such owner acquired fee simple title.  

(4)  The names of all lienholders together with the recording information and date of the instruments by which such lienholders 

acquires their interests.  

(5)  A description of the type and boundaries of all easements and fee strips not owned by the developer of the property in 

question together with the recording information and date of the instruments whereby the owner of such easements or fee 

strips acquired their title.  

(6)  A statement certifying that no delinquent city or county taxes are due on the property being platted. 

 

Sec. 86-16. - Engineering and construction standards for subdivisions.  

 
(a)  Streets and alleys.  

(1)  All streets shall be reinforced concrete pavement on a compacted subgrade. Concrete pavement shall be provided with either 

an integral curb poured with the pavement or a separate curb constructed on top as required by the PICM and subject to the 

approval of the director.  

(2)  Pavement design shall conform to the PICM.  

(3)  Curb and combination curb shall be constructed of reinforced concrete. Cross section and slopes shall conform to the PICM.  



(4)  All concrete shall be designed and controlled by a competent laboratory as required by the PICM.  

(b)  Drainage and storm sewer.  

(1)  Adequate drainage shall be provided within the limits of the subdivision as to reduce the community's exposure to flood 

hazards with respect to adjacent, upstream and downstream developments. (See also chapter 94, "Floods," of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of La Porte for additional requirements.) Adequate drainage shall be provided within the limits of the 

subdivision and/or development. The protection of adjoining property shall be accounted for in design of the system in 

conformance with the PICM, and shall be subject to the approval of the director. The design and sizing of the system shall 

be in conformance with the PICM, and subject to the approval of the Harris County Flood Control District and the director.  

(2)  Any person or persons that alters or changes the elevation of property shall be responsible for applying for and obtaining, 

prior to said change or alteration of the elevation of the property, a development authorization from the department. Any 

change or alteration in the elevation of property requires submission of a site plan prior to the change or alteration of property, 

which said site plan shall delineate the proposed change or elevation of property. Said certified site plan shall be subject to 

approval by the city engineer.  

(3)  Fill dirt permit shall be required by the city. Exhibits show fill dirt regulations, grading standards, and swale standards; 

requiring sketch plans and approval prior to the introduction of fill material; and providing silt prevention and revegetation 

standards. Said fee shall be $25.00 for the first 49 loads of permitted fill dirt, and $2.00 for each additional load. Any person 

who places fill dirt on their property without first applying for and obtaining a fill dirt permit shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  

(4)  A stormwater quality permit may be required in accordance with city, state and federal law.  

(c)  Water and sewer system.  

(1)  The design and construction of all water and sewer systems shall be in conformance with the PICM, and subject to approval 

by the director. The developer or owner shall provide the necessary certificates from all other governmental agencies 

certifying compliance with their regulations.  

(d)  Street lighting.  

(1)  All public streets and non- residential parking lots where intended for use by the general public in the city must be served 

adequately by lights. Lighting must be located and installed in accordance with the specifications of the PICM.  

 

Secs. 86-17—86-24. - Reserved.  
 

Sec. 86-25. - Open space within subdivisions and developments.  

 
(a)  Purpose.  

(1)  It is the policy of the city to provide recreational areas and amenities in the form of neighborhood and community parks as 

a function of residential development in the City of La Porte. This section is enacted in accordance with the home rule powers 

of the City of La Porte granted under the Texas Constitution and statutes of the State of Texas, including, without limitation, 

V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, § 51.071 et seq. and § 212.001 et seq. It is hereby declared by the City Council of the 

City of La Porte that recreational areas, in the form of neighborhood parks and related amenities and improvements, are 

necessary and in the public welfare, and that the only adequate procedure to provide for same is by integrating such 

requirement into the procedure for planning and development of property of a residential subdivision in the City of La Porte, 

whether such development consists of new construction on previously vacant land or rebuilding and redeveloping existing 

residential areas.  

Neighborhood and community parks are those parks providing for a variety of outdoor recreational opportunities and within 

convenient distances from a majority of the residences to be served thereby, the standards for which are set forth in the La 

Porte Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan, or neighborhood and community areas. The park zones established by 

the La Porte Parks and Recreation Department and shown on the official La Porte Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master 

Plan, or neighborhood area, shall be prima facie evidence that any park located therein is within such a convenient distance 

from the majority of residences to be served thereby. The cost of the neighborhood parks should be borne by the ultimate 

residential property owners who by reason of the proximity of their property to such parks shall be the primary beneficiaries 

of such facilities. Therefore, the following requirements are adopted to effect such purposes.  



 

In order to provide an equitable method of determination of the requirements for future development of residential areas of 

the City of La Porte, the following formula is hereby adopted: The population of the city based on the latest United States 

Census data, adjusted on an annual basis based on the predicted growth of the city as found in the parks and open space 

master plan for the year in which the adjustment is made, is identified. The resultant number is divided by the number of 

acres of available neighborhood and community parkland inventory in the City of La Porte, resulting in the number of persons 

per neighborhood or community park acre in the City of La Porte. This result is then divided by the number of La Porte 

persons per dwelling unit as identified in the latest United States Census data, giving the number of dwelling units per acre 

of neighborhood or community parkland. This number is then divided into the total acquisition cost for land at the average 

appraisal value, and development cost per acre for development of the land into a typical park as identified in the parks and 

open space master plan of the city.  

This formula provides a baseline for determining the number of dwelling units per acre rate for future development within 

the city, the parkland dedication or in lieu acquisition costs for parkland, and the cost of future park development. This 

formula shall be applied and reviewed periodically to assure that the process for future development remains fair and equitable 

as established herein. In the event that the periodic review results in a determination of inequity, an amendment to the 

ordinance to correct the inequity will be presented to council for consideration.  

(b)  General requirement for dedication of land and payment of park development fee.  

(1)  Whenever a final plat is filed of record with the County Clerk of Harris County, Texas, or a development site plan, or a 

property survey is submitted and filed with the approving authority of the city in accordance with the provisions of this 

chapter and other planning and development ordinances that may be contained within the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

La Porte, for a development of a residential area within the City of La Porte that contains one or more residential dwelling 

units, such plat, or site plan, or property survey shall contain a clear fee simple dedication of one acre of land for each 93 

proposed dwelling units. As used in this section, a "dwelling unit" means each individual residence, including individual 

residences in a multi-family structure, designed and/or intended for inhabitation by a single family. Residential structures that 

are moved from one area of the city to another area of the city are specifically excluded from the park development fee 

requirements of this chapter.  

Any proposed plat or site plan, or property survey submitted to the City of La Porte for approval shall show the area proposed 

to be dedicated under this section. The required land dedication of this section may be met by a payment in lieu of land where 

permitted by the City of La Porte or required by other provisions in this chapter.  

In the event a plat is not required and a development site plan or property survey is filed, the dedication of land or payment 

in lieu of land required under this section shall be met prior to the issuance of a building permit by the approving authority 

of the city.  

(2)  The City Council of the City of La Porte declares that development of an area less than one acre for neighborhood park 

purposes is impractical. Therefore, if fewer than 93 dwelling units are proposed by a plat filed for approval, the approving 

authority may require the developer to pay the applicable cash in lieu of land amount, as provided in subsection (c) below.  

(3)  In addition to the required dedication of land, as set forth above, there shall also be a park development fee paid to the City 

of La Porte as a condition to subdivision plat approval or issuance of a building permit. Such park development fee shall be 

set from time to time by ordinance of the City Council of the City of La Porte sufficient to provide for the development of 

amenities and improvements on the dedicated land to meet the standards for a neighborhood park to serve the area in which 

the subdivision is located. Unless and until changed by ordinance of the City Council of the City of La Porte, the park 

development fee shall be calculated on the basis of $318.00 per dwelling unit.  

(4)  In lieu of payment of the required park development fee, a developer shall have the option to construct the neighborhood 

park amenities and improvements. All plans and specifications for the construction of such amenities and improvements must 

be reviewed and approved by the approving authority. The developer shall financially guarantee the construction of the 

amenities and improvements, and the City of La Porte must approve same, prior to the filing of a plat in the case of platted 

subdivisions. Once the amenities and improvements are constructed, and after the approving authority has accepted such 

amenities and improvements, the developer shall deed and convey such amenities and improvements to the City of La Porte 

or to the applicable homeowner's association.  

(5)  In instances where land is required to be dedicated, the approving authority shall have the right to accept or reject the 

dedication after consideration of the recommendation of the parks and recreation director or the planning and zoning 

commission, and to require a cash payment in lieu of land in the amount provided under subsection (c) below, if the approving 



 

authority determines that sufficient park area is already in the public domain for the area of the proposed development or if 

the recreation potential for that area would be better served by expanding or improving existing neighborhood parks.  

(6)  When two or more developments will be necessary to create a neighborhood park of sufficient size in the same area, the 

parks and recreation department, at the time of preliminary plat approval, will work with the developer to define the optimum 

location of the required dedication within the respective plats. Once a park site has been determined, adjacent property owners 

who develop around the park site shall dedicate land and (or) cash to the existing site unless otherwise determined by the 

approving authority, as provided herein.  

(c)  Cash payment in lieu of land.  

(1)  A developer responsible for land dedication under this section shall be required, at the approving authority's option, to meet 

the dedication requirements in whole or in part by a cash payment in lieu of land, in the amount set forth below. Such payment 

in lieu of land shall be made prior to filing the final plat for record, or prior to the issuance of a building permit where a plat 

is not required.  

(2)  The cash payment in lieu of land dedication shall be met by the payment of a fee set from time to time by ordinance of the 

city council sufficient to acquire neighborhood parkland. Unless and until changed by the city council, such fee shall be 

computed on the basis of $490.00 per dwelling unit. A cash payment in lieu of land dedication, as set forth in this section, 

does not relieve the developer of its obligation to pay the park development fee of $318.00 set forth in subsection (b)(3) 

above. The cash payment in lieu of land dedication is in addition to the required park development fee.  

(3)  The general requirements for dedication of land and payment of park development fees and the cash payment in lieu of land 

are set forth graphically in table 1, attached hereto.  

(4)  The City of La Porte may from time to time decide to purchase land for parks in or near the area of actual or potential 

development. If the city does purchase park land in a park zone, subsequent park land dedications for that zone shall be in 

cash only, the calculation of which is set forth as provided herein. Such cash payments are in addition to the payment of the 

required park development fee.  

(d)  Special fund.  

(1)  All funds collected by this dedication process will be deposited in the City of La Porte's Park Development Fund and used 

for the purchase or leasing of park land and the development and maintenance of same. All expenditures from the said fund 

will be reviewed and approved by the Office of the City Manager for the City of La Porte.  

(2)  The City of La Porte shall account for all sums paid into the parks development fund with reference to the individual plats 

involved.  

(e)  Prior dedication, absence of prior dedication.  

(1)  If a dedication requirement arose prior to the passage of this chapter, that dedication requirement shall be controlled by the 

ordinance in effect at the time such obligation arose, except that additional dedication shall be required if the actual number 

of dwelling units constructed upon property is greater than the former assumed or planned number of dwelling units. 

Additional dedication shall be required only for the increase in the number of dwelling units and shall be based upon the land 

dedication and park development fee requirements set forth herein above.  

(2)  At the discretion of the city, any former gift of land to the city may be credited on a per acre basis toward eventual land 

dedication requirements imposed on the donor of such lands. The approving authority shall consider the recommendations of 

the Parks and Recreation Department and the Planning and Zoning Commission in exercising its discretion under this 

subsection.  

(f)  Additional requirements, definitions.  

(1)  Any land dedicated to the city under this chapter must be suitable for park and recreation uses. The following characteristics 

of a proposed area are generally unsuitable and may be ground for refusal of any plat:  

a.  Any area primarily located in the 100-year floodway as determined by the Harris County Flood Control District.  

b.  Any areas of unusual topography or slope which renders same unusable for organized recreational activities.  

(2)  Drainage areas may be accepted as part of a park if the channel is constructed in accordance with city engineering standards 

as found in Section 5.5.3 of the Public Improvement Criteria Manual of the City of La Porte, if no significant area of the park 



 

is cut off from access by such channel, if not less than five acres of the site is above the 100-year floodplain, or if the dedication 

is in excess of ten acres, not less than 50 percent of the site should be included in the 100-year flood plain.  

(3)  Each park must have ready access to a public street.  

(4)  Unless provided otherwise herein, an action by the city shall be by the approving authority, after consideration of the 

recommendations of the commission and/or the director of parks and recreation department.  

(5)  Any preliminary plat approved prior to the effective date of this chapter shall be exempt from these requirements set forth 

herein; however, however when such preliminary approval expires, any resubmission of such plat shall meet the requirements 

of this chapter.  

(g)  Instruments of dedication.  

(1)  The park land dedication required section shall be made in the case of subdivision by a reservation on the final plat as filed 

in the map records of Harris County, Texas, unless additional dedication is required subsequent to the filing of the final plat. 

In the case of a development site plan, the dedication required by the ordinance shall be made by filing of a deed to the deed 

records of Harris County.  

In either event, if the actual number of completed dwelling units exceeds the figure upon which the original dedication was 

based, such additional dedication shall be required, and shall be made by payment by the cash in lieu of land amount provided 

herein.  

Sec. 86-26. - Waivers.  

 
(a)  In those instances where, in the opinion of the commission, strict compliance with the terms, rules, conditions, policies, and 

standards provided in this chapter would create an undue hardship by depriving the applicant or subdivider of the reasonable use 

of the land or, where, in the opinion of the commission, there are unusual physical characteristics which affect the property in 

question and which would make strict compliance with the terms and conditions of this chapter or any rule promulgated under this 

chapter not feasible, the commission may grant the applicant or subdivider a waiver as to one or more requirements as long as the 

general purpose of this chapter is maintained. Economic hardship shall not constitute the sole basis for granting a waiver under 

this section.  

(b)  A waiver granted under the provisions of this chapter shall only to the specific property upon which the commission was requested 

to approve a plat and that such waiver shall not constitute a change of this chapter, or any part thereof, or establish any policy, rule 

or regulation contrary to the provisions of this chapter.  

(c)  Any waiver on a recorded plat granted before the date of adoption of this chapter is hereby recognized as continuing to be valid 

and compliance with the provisions of this section shall not be required.  

(d)  Any person desiring to secure a waiver as to the provisions of this chapter must submit a written request with the other materials 

(4.00 is sketch plans). Any request for a waiver must cite the specific rule, policy or standard contained in this chapter from which 

a waiver is desired. Additionally, the request must state the extent of the waiver sought and the specific facts or reasons why such 

waiver is needed  

(e)  No waiver may be granted by the commission unless approved by a majority vote of the members present at the meeting of the 

commission at which the waiver request is presented and that where the commission affirmatively finds:  

(1)  That the waiver would not be contrary to the general purpose and goals stated in this chapter.  

(2)  That the waiver would not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, to be injurious to adjacent property, or 

prevent the subdivisions or development of other land in the area in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  

(f)  Such finding of the commission, together with the specific facts upon which such findings are based shall be incorporated into the 

official minutes of the commission meeting at which such waiver was granted.”  

 

Section 2. Any person, as defined in Section 1.07 (27), Texas Penal Code, who shall violate any provision of the 

ordinance, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in a sum not to exceed two 

thousand dollars. 
 



 

Section 3. Each and every provision, paragraph, sentence and clause of this Ordinance has been separately 

considered and passed by the City Council of the City of La Porte, Texas, and each said provision would have been 

separately passed without any other provision, and if any provision hereof shall be ineffective, invalid or 

unconstitutional, for any cause, it shall not impair or affect the remaining portion, or any part thereof, but the valid 

portion shall be in force just as if it had been passed alone. 

Section 4. Ordinance No. 1444, together with all amendments to Ordinance No. 1444, is expressly repealed. 

Furthermore, all other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed, but to the extent 

of such conflict only. 

Section 5. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites and declares that a sufficient written notice of 

the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City Council is posted at a place convenient to the public 

at the City Hall of the city for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by Chapter 551, Tx. 

Gov't Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public as required by law at all times during which this 

ordinance and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City 

Council further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof. 

Section 6. This Ordinance shall be effective fourteen (14) days after its passage and approval. The City Secretary 

shall give notice of the passage of this ordinance by causing the caption hereof to be published in the official 

newspaper of the City of La Po1te at least once within ten (10) days after the passage of this ordinance. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this, the 26th day of AUGUST, 2019. 
 

 

      CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 

 

             

      Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

             

Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 

 



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested:  September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Louis R. Rigby, Mayor  

Department: City Council  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Proposed Reso. 2019-17 

                HCAD nomination packet 

                Letter from Mike Sullivan 
 
 

SUMMARY 

 
The cities of the Harris County Appraisal District (HCAD), other than the City of Houston, are entitled to 
nominate and select a board member. Mike Sullivan, the former Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector, 
is the current representative for the position, and has asked that he be nominated again. At the BAHEP 
Mayors’ meeting on August 28, there was agreement that each city should consider nominating Mr. 
Sullivan again in indication of support for his continued service. 
 
The HCAD’s board of directors is composed of six members serving two-year terms. The functions of 
the board and additional information follow this cover sheet. Any nominating resolutions must be sent to 
the HCAD Chief Appraiser no later than October 15, 2019, to be considered for election. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

I move to adopt Resolution 2019-17, nominating Mike Sullivan as the Harris County Appraisal 
District (HCAD) board member representing cities other than the City of Houston, for a two-
year term beginning January 1, 2020. (Should the desire be to nominate someone else, an 
amendment to the resolution would be necessary.) 
 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



RESOLUTION NO. 2019-17 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS, NOMINATING 

A CANDIDATE FOR A POSITION ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE HARRIS COUNTY 

APPRAISAL DISTRICT 

 

WHEREAS, those cities and towns other than the City of Houston within the Harris County Appraisal 

District have the right and responsibility to elect one person to the board of directors of the Harris County 

Appraisal District for a term of office commencing on January 1, 2020, and extending through December 

31, 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of La Porte, Texas, desires to exercise its right to nominate a 

candidate for such position on said board of directors; now, therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS, 

that 

Section 1. The facts and recitations set forth in the preamble of this resolution be, and they are hereby, adopted, 

ratified, and confirmed. 

 

Section 2. That Mike Sullivan, 4811 Shore Hills Drive, Kingwood, Texas, 77345, 713-898-6969, be, 

and is hereby, nominated as a candidate for that position on the board of directors of the Harris County 

Appraisal District to be filled by those cities and towns other than the City of Houston within the Harris County 

Appraisal District for a two-year term of office commencing on January 1, 2020. 

 

Section 3. That the Mayor of the City Council of the City of La Porte be, and is hereby, authorized and directed 

to deliver or cause to be delivered a certified copy of this resolution to the chief appraiser of the Harris County 

Appraisal District no later than October 15, 2019. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this, the __________ day of _________________________, 2019. 

 

      CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 
 

             

      Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

             

Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 

 



Harris County Appraisal 
District 

Interoffice Memorandum 
OFFICE OF CHIEF APPRAISER 

TO: PRESIDING OFFICERS OF TAXING UNITS 
SERVED BY THE HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 

FROM: ROLAND AL TINGER, CHIEF APPRAISER 

SUBJECT: SELECTION OF APPRAISAL DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS 

DATE: AUGUST 21, 2019 

Your taxing unit part1c1pates in selecting members of the Harris County appraisal 
District's board of directors. The board is composed of six members who serve two-year terms, 
all of which expire December 31, 2019. This memorandum describes the process of selecting 
directors for the two-year term that begins January 1, 2020. 

Functions of the Board 
The appraisal district appraises all property in the county for ad valorem tax purposes. The board 
of directors is the governing body for the district. This board employs the chief appraiser, sets 
general policies for the district, and adopts the budget for the district. By law, board members 
cannot communicate with the chief appraiser regarding appraisals. There is no compensation for 
service on the appraisal district board of directors; however, directors are reimbursed for travel 
expenses if incurred. The board of directors typically meets once a month. 

Participating Units 
The current method of selecting directors was established by resolutions of the county, cities, and 
school districts participating in the appraisal district in 1981. The method of selection was 
modified in 1991 after the law was changed to provide a voting entitlement to conservation and 
reclamation districts and has been modified to provide a voting entitlement for junior college 
districts. Sec. 6.031, Tax Code, authorizes an appraisal district to vary both the size and the 
method of selecting its board members 

The six members of the Harris County Appraisal District's board of directors are selected as 
follows: 

• One member appointed by the Harris County Commissioners Court. 
• One member appointed by the Houston City Council. 
• One member appointed by the board of trustees of the Houston Independent School 

District. 



• One member appointed by votes of the city councils of the cities other than Houston. 
Each city council casts a single vote. The candidate who receives the most votes is 
elected. 

• One member appointed by vote of the boards of trustees of the school districts other 
than Houston Independent School District and by boards of directors of the junior 
colleges with territory in Harris County. Each school district board casts a single vote. 
The junior college districts collectively cast a single vote. The candidate who receives 
the most votes is elected. 

• One member appointed by vote of the governing bodies of the conservation and 
reclamation districts that participate in the appraisal district. Each body casts a single 
vote. The candidate who receives the most votes is elected. 

In the event the county appoints someone other than the county assessor-collector to the board, 
the county assessor-collector will serve ex officio in a non-voting capacity as a seventh member. 

Board members whose terms expire December 31, 2019, are: 

• Ann Harris Bennett, Tax Assessor-Collector, Ex-Officio Director 
• Glenn E. Peters, representing conservation and reclamation districts 
• Wanda Adams, representing Houston ISO 
• Al Odom, representing City of Houston 
• Jim Robinson, representing Harris County 
• Mike Sullivan, representing cities & towns, except City of Houston 
• Ben Pape, representing junior college districts and school districts other than Houston 

ISO 

Eligibility Requirements 
An individual must satisfy certain residency, employment, and conflict-of-interest requirements 
to be eligible to serve on the board of directors. 

Residency: The candidate must be a resident of Harris County, and must have resided in the 
county for at least two years immediately preceding the date he or she takes office. The appraisal 
district's boundaries are the same as those for Harris County. 

Employment: An employee of a taxing unit served by the appraisal district may not serve, with 
one exception. An employee may serve if the employee is also a member of the governing body 
or an elected official of a taxing unit that participates in the district. For example, a member of 
the governing body of a school district who is also a city employee would be eligible to serve on 
the board. 

An individual is ineligible to serve on an appraisal district board of directors if the individual has 
engaged in the business of appraising property for compensation for use in proceedings under 
this title or of representing property owners for compensation in proceedings under this title in 
the appraisal district at any time during the preceding five years. 



Conflict-of-interest: A candidate may not serve if the candidate is related to a person who is in 
the business of appraising property or representing property owners for a fee in proceedings in 
the appraisal district. Relatives barred are those within the second degree by consanguinity 
(blood) or affinity (marriage). These persons include: spouse; children; brothers and sisters; 
parents; grandparents; and grandchildren. The spouse's relatives in the same degree are included. 

A candidate who contracts with the appraisal district for any purpose, or who contracts with a 
taxing unit served by the district for a property tax related purpose, may not serve. The same rule 
applies to candidates who have a substantial interest in businesses contracting with the appraisal 
district (for any purpose) or with the taxing unit (for property tax purposes). A candidate has a 
substantial interest if the candidate or the candidate's spouse has combined ownership of at least 
ten percent ( 10%) of the voting stock or shares of the business. A candidate also has a substantial 
interest if the candidate or the candidate's spouse is a partner, limited partner, or an officer of the 
business. These prohibitions on contracting continue for the duration of the affected director's 
term of office. 

The appraisal district may not employ any person who is related to an appraisal district director 
within the second degree by affinity or by the third degree of consanguinity. This provision 
applies to existing employees at the time the director takes office and to employees hired during 
the director's term. 

Delinquent taxes: Texas law makes a person ineligible to serve as an appraisal district 
director if he or she has delinquent property taxes owing to any taxing unit 60 days after the 
person knew or should have known of the delinquency. 

Selection Procedures 

The procedures for selecting members of the board of directors for the two-year term beginning 
January 1, 2020, are as follows: 

For Cities and Towns Other Than the City of Houston 

The cities and towns other than the City of Houston appoint one member by majority vote of 
their city council. The process for these cities and towns involves two steps: nomination and 
election. 

Nomination 

The city council of each city and town has the right to nominate a single candidate for the 
position. To nominate, the governing body must adopt a resolution nominating the candidate by 
formal action. The mayor, as presiding officer of the city council, must submit the nominee's 
name to the chief appraiser of the Harris County Appraisal District no later than Tuesday, 
October 15, 2019. The mayor must provide a certified copy of the resolution and may include a 
cover letter naming the nominee. 



Election 

Before Wednesday, October 30, 2019, the chief appraiser will prepare a ballot listing the 
nominees in alphabetical order. The chief appraiser will deliver a copy of the ballot to the mayor 
of each city or town. 

Prior to December 15, 2019, each city council must cast its vote for one of the nominees, 
formally adopt a resolution naming the person for whom it votes and submit a certified copy to 
the chief appraiser. Ballots received by the chief appraiser after December 15 may not be 
counted. 

Prior to December 20, 2019, the chief appraiser will count the votes, declare the results, and 
notify the winner, the nominees and the managers of each city and town. A tie vote will be 
resolved by a method of chance chosen by the chief appraiser. 

For Junior Colleges and School Districts other than 
The Houston Independent School District 

With the exception described below for junior college districts, exactly the same procedure 
described for cities and towns above applies to the selection of the member who represents junior 
college districts and school districts other than Houston ISO. The board of trustees of the school 
districts must nominate and elect following the deadlines and procedures described above. The 
four junior college districts with territory in Harris County may participate in the selection of the 
member who represents school districts other than Houston ISD and the junior colleges. 
However, the junior college districts collectively have the same voting authority as a single 
school district. See Sec. 6.031 (b-1 ), Tax Code. The boards of trustees of junior college districts 
may each nominate a candidate following the deadlines and procedures described above. 
However, the four junior colleges collectively have a single vote in the election. Each board of 
trustees may cast a vote by resolution and file the resolution with the chief appraiser. The 
collective vote will be automatically cast for the candidate who receives the most votes from 
among the junior colleges. As an example, if one candidate receives three votes and another 
receives one vote, the junior colleges will be deemed to have collectively cast their vote for the 
candidate who received the three votes. 

For Conservation and Reclamation Districts 

The procedure and timetable for selecting the member who represents the conservation and 
reclamation districts are the same as that described above for small cities and school districts. 

The conservation and reclamation districts that participate in the appraisal district may cast a 
single vote. The candidate who receives the most votes is elected. 



For Harris County, the City of Houston 
And the Houston Independent School District 

By December 15, 2019, the governing body of each of these entities appoints a single person to 
represent it on the board. Each governing body must formally adopt a resolution naming the 
person who will serve as a board member and submit it to the chief appraiser at the address 
shown below: 

Roland Altinger 
Chief Appraiser 
Harris County Appraisal District 
13013 Northwest Freeway 
P. 0. Box 920975 
Houston, Texas 77292-0975 

To assist you in this process, I have enclosed a suggested form of resolution for the nomination 
of a candidate to the board of directors of the Harris County Appraisal District. 

We invite your questions or comments on the board selection process. Please do not hesitate to 
call me at (713) 957-5670 

Sincerely, 

Roland Altinger, CAE, RP A, CT A 
Chief Appraiser 

Attachments 
Cc: HCAD Board Members 

Tax Assessors 
Attorneys 



RESOLUTION NO. -------
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE _______ INDEPENDENTSCHOOL 

DISTRICT NOMINATING A CANDIDATE 
FOR A POSITION ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

THE HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, those school districts other than the Houston Independent School District 
within the Harris County Appraisal District and the junior college districts within the Harris 
County Appraisal District have the right and responsibility to elect one person to the board of 
directors of the Harris County Appraisal District for a term of office commencing on January 
1, 2020, and extending through December 31, 2021 ; and 

WHEREAS, this governing body desires to exercise its right to nominate a candidate 
for such position on said board of directors; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF ----------

Section 1. That the facts and recitations set forth in the preamble of this resolution 
be, and they are hereby, adopted, ratified, and confirmed. 

Section 2. That ______________ (name), ________ _ 

________________ (address, zip code) _________ ( phone 
number) be, and he or she is hereby nominated as a candidate for that position on the board of 
directors of the Harris County Appraisal District to be filled by those junior college districts 
and school districts other than the Houston Independent School District within the Harris 
County Appraisal District for a two-year term of office commencing on January 1, 2020. 

Section 3. That the presiding officer of the governing body of this taxing unit be, and 
he or she is hereby, authorized and directed to deliver or cause to be delivered a certified copy 
of this resolution to the chief appraiser of the Harris County Appraisal District no later than 
October 15, 2019. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this __ day of _______ _J 2019. 

President, Board of Trustees 

ATTEST: 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 



RESOLUTION NO. _____ _ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
_________ JUNIOR COLLEGE DISTRICT 

NOMINATING A CANDIDATE 
FOR A POSITION ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, those school districts other than the Houston Independent School District 
within the Harris County Appraisal District and the junior college districts within the Harris 
County Appraisal District have the right and responsibility to elect one person to the board of 
directors of the Harris County Appraisal District for a term of office commencing on January 1, 
2020, and extending through December 31, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, this governing body desires to exercise its right to nominate a candidate for 
such position on said board of directors; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF ----------

Section 1. That the facts and recitations set forth in the preamble of this resolution be, 
and they are hereby, adopted, ratified, and confirmed. 

Section 2. That ______________ (name), ________ _ 

________________ (address, zip code) _________ ( phone 
number) be, and he or she is hereby nominated as a candidate for that position on the board of 
directors of the Harris County Appraisal District to be filled by those junior college districts and 
school districts other than the Houston Independent School District within the Harris County 
Appraisal District for a two-year term of office commencing on January 1, 2020. 

Section 3. That the presiding officer of the governing body of this taxing unit be, and he 
or she is hereby, authorized and directed to deliver or cause to be delivered a certified copy of 
this resolution to the chief appraiser of the Harris County Appraisal District no later than October 
15, 2019. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this __ day of _______ ~ 2019. 

President, Board of Trustees 

ATTEST: 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 



RESOLUTION NO. __ _ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF ______ TEXAS, NOMINATING 
A CANDIDATE FOR A POSITION ON THE BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS OF THE HARRIS COUNTY 
APPRAISAL DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, those cities and towns other than the City of Houston within the Harris 
County Appraisal District have the right and responsibility to elect one person to the board of 
directors of the Harris County Appraisal District for a term of office commencing on January 1, 
2020, and extending through December 31, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, this governing body desires to exercise its right to nominate a candidate for 
such position on said board of directors; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF --------------

Section 1. That the facts and recitations set forth in the preamble of this resolution be, 
and they are hereby, adopted, ratified, and confirmed. 

Section 2. That ____________ (name), __________ _ 

______________ (address, zip code) __________ (phone 
number), be, and he or she is hereby, nominated as a candidate for that position on the board of 
directors of the Harris County Appraisal District to be filled by those cities and towns other than 
the City of Houston within the Harris County Appraisal District for a two-year term of office 
commencing on January 1, 2020. 

Section 3. That the presiding officer of the governing body of this taxing unit be, and he 
or she is hereby, authorized and directed to deliver or cause to be delivered a certified copy of 
this resolution to the chief appraiser of the Harris County Appraisal District no later than October 
15, 2019. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this· __ day of ________ , 2019. 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

City Secretary 



RESOLUTION NO.===---

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

(CONSERVATION & RECLAMATION DISTRICT) 
NOMINATING A CANDIDATE 

FOR A POSITION ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, those eligible conservation and reclamation districts participating in the 
Harris County Appraisal District have the right and responsibility to elect one person to the 
board of directors of the Harris County Appraisal District for a term of office commencing on 
January 1, 2020, and extending through December 31, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, this governing body desires to exercise its right to nominate a candidate for 
such position on said board of directors; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

Section 1. That the facts and recitations set forth in the preamble of this resolution be, 
and they are hereby, adopted, ratified, and confirmed. 

Section 2. That __________________ (name), 

___________________________ (address, zip code) 

---------
( phone number), be, and he or she is hereby, nominated as a candidate 

for that position on the board of directors of the Harris County Appraisal District to be filled by 
those eligible conservation and reclamation districts participating in the Harris County Appraisal 
District for a two-year term of office commencing on January 1, 2020. 

Section 3. That the presiding officer of the governing body of this taxing unit be, and he 
or she is hereby, authorized and directed to deliver or cause to be delivered a certified copy of 
this resolution to the chief appraiser of the Harris County Appraisal District no later than October 
15, 2019. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this __ day of ________ _o 2019. 

President, Board of Directors 
ATTEST: 

Secretary, Board of Directors 





 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Michael G. Dolby, CPA  

Department: Finance  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Ordinance, Proposed FY2020 Budget Presentation, 

Current Grade Structure and New Grade Structure 

 
 

SUMMARY 

The City Council held budget workshops on August 12 through August 13, 2019 to discuss proposed 
budgets for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2019 and ending September 30, 2020. 
 
The Summary of Funds, which is shown below, represents the result of the workshops held with City 
Council.  All changes made by Council were incorporated into the various budgets. 
 
   

 Revised 2019 Proposed 2020 

General Fund                                  $ 45,192,758       $ 54,429,634  
Grant Fund 757,388 8,857,843 
Street Maintenance Sales Tax Fund 2,564,898 3,195,000 
Emergency Services District Sales Tax 
Fund 

1,096,913 1,273,334 

Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax 634,537 809,777 
Economic Development Corporation 3,222,343 2,929,197 
Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone 5,353,933 5,383,569 
Utility 7,104,135 8,287,115 
Airport                                      343,407 90,680 
La Porte Area Water Authority 1,222,235 2,307,665 
Motor Pool                                 1,905,601 2,834,770 
Insurance Fund                                                8,625,062 9,043,630 
Technology Fund 86,300 278,828 
General Capital Improvement   10,536,191 8,695,869 
Utility Capital Improvement     3,196,525 1,715,000 
Sewer Rehabilitation Capital 
Improvement   

255,643 350,000 

Drainage Improvement Fund 804,004 480,000 
General Debt Service                              4,733,822 4,657,119 

Total of All Funds                           $97,635,695 $115,619,030 
 
There is no change in the Tax Rate, which has remained constant for the last thirty-one years. 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



 
Also, in this presentation we have some follow-up from the salary/compensation study that was 
requested by City Council for staff to work to complete. This will be discussed toward the end of the 
Proposed FY2020 Budget public hearing presentation.  Additionally, staff has included the current pay 
grade schedule and a new pay grade schedule that will be discussed during the salary/compensation 
study portion of the budget public hearing. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 
Consider and discuss approval of the City’s Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

 

 







Changes from Published Proposed Budget

 General Fund Revenues
 Building Permits - $196,750 increase

 General Fund 
 Building Maintenance Division - $185,194 added
 ROW Connectivity Study - $6,000 increase

 Utility Fund - Reserve Funding Fee ($0.05 cent increase) - $70,000

 Insurance Fund
 Worker’s Compensation – reduced $50,000
 Risk Audit
 Employee Training
 Safety Recognition Program



Changes from Published Proposed Budget

 LPAWA – Capital Reserve Fee Increase - $76,000

 Hotel Motel Fund
 La Porte-Bayshore Chamber of Commerce – increase $40,000
 Heritage Society – $1,480 increase for Docent

 Economic Development Fund
 Art in Public Places – cut $25,000
 Travel – $10,000 increase for retail development training

 Grant Fund - Safe Routes to School – $532,036

 Tax Increment & Reinvestment Zone Fund - $5,383,569



Budget Highlights for Fiscal Year 2020

 No increase in property tax rate

 No utility fund rate increase

 Merit increases for non-civil service employees ($532,412)

 Market adj. for non-civil service, non-emergency employees  ($967,588)

 Meet & confer increases for civil service employees ($281,702)

 No change to health insurance employee contributions

 Capital projects of approximately $14.4 million
(Including $3.2 million from Street Maintenance Sales Tax Funding)



Budget Highlights for Fiscal Year 2020

 Vehicle replacement of $1,368,824

 $5.5 million from the General Fund for CIP

 $2 million transfer from General Fund for Insurance Fund

 Added an EMS Captain

 Upgraded a Jailer to a Lead Jailer



Consolidated Summary of All Funds

(In millions)

Working Working
Capital FY 19-20 FY 19-20 Capital

09/30/19 Revenues Expenses  09/30/20
Governmental Fund Types:

General Fund 53.77                    50.78                    54.43                    50.12                    
Grant Fund 2.17                      8.45                      8.86                      1.76                      
Emergency Services District 1.25                      1.38                      1.27                      1.35                      
Street Maintenance Sales Tax 1.80                      1.40                      3.20                      0.00                      
Section 4B Sales Tax 3.87                      2.80                      2.93                      3.74                      
Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax 1.56                      0.77                      0.81                      1.52                      
Tax Increment Reinvestment 1.29                      5.51                      5.38                      1.41                      
Total Governmental Types 65.70                    71.08                    76.88                    59.90                    

Enterprise:
Utility 7.92                      8.32                      8.29                      7.95                      
Airport 0.10                      0.07                      0.09                      0.08                      
La Porte Area Water Authority 2.96                      1.59                      2.31                      2.23                      
Total Enterprise 10.98                    9.97                      10.69                    10.26                    



Consolidated Summary of All Funds

(In millions)
Working Working
Capital FY 19-20 FY 19-20 Capital

09/30/19 Revenues Expenses  09/30/20
Internal Service

Motor Pool 5.57                      3.66                      2.83                      6.39                      
Insurance Fund 0.86                      8.89                      9.04                      0.71                      
Technology Fund 2.23                      0.44                      0.28                      2.39                      
Total Internal Service 8.67                      12.98                    12.16                    9.50                      

Capital Improvement:
General CIP Fund 0.42$                    8.45$                    8.70$                    0.17$                    
Utility CIP Fund 1.35                      0.63                      1.72                      0.26                      
Sewer Rehabilitation 0.59                      0.30                      0.35                      0.54                      
Drainage Improvement Fund 0.39                      0.29                      0.48                      0.20                      
Total Capital Improvement 2.75$                    9.66$                    11.24$                  1.17$                    

Debt Service:
General 4.41$                    4.69$                    4.66$                    4.44$                    
Total Debt Service 4.41$                    4.69$                    4.66$                    4.44$                    

Total All Funds 92.50                    108.38                  115.62                  85.27                    



Liability Insurance Adjustments
 Net decrease of $15,000 from previously proposed numbers
 Eliminate the $40,000 Professional Services (5007) item. The 

goals of the proposed risk audit will be met internally.
 No change to Training/Seminars (3020) other than to ensure 

some of those resources are directed to Behavior Based training 
concepts

 Increase Employee Training (3022) to $15,000
 $11,000 for implementation of a safe driving program
 $4,000 for other training programs beyond TML offerings

 Increase Safety Recognition Program (6072) to $11,000 to 
support enhance recognition and accountability programming



Salary Survey Recommendations
 Previous presentation of salary survey data employed a holistic approach 

comparing the La Porte salary structure to that of comparator entities

 The resulting recommendation was a 5% adjustment to all midpoints and 

corresponding 5% adjustment to all salaries on the general pay scale

 Concerns were raised regarding positions that were not currently 5% 

below the market for their position and positions that were more than 5% 

below the market.

 Council requested a more position specific review while maintaining the 

current La Porte structure and repositioning specific jobs within the 

structure based on market data.



Salary Survey Recommendations
 This approach required significantly more data to develop matches for 

more La Porte positions.

 Data was gathered and comparisons were made on a position specific 

basis.

 Positions that were more than 4% below the market were adjusted up to a 

new grade on the existing La Porte scale.

 This approach significantly alters the existing internal equity of positions.

 It changes how positions compare to each other within the La Porte 

structure. 

 Staff has concerns about the impact of these changes.



Internal Equity Impact

Grade 17
Midpoint:
$45,340

Computer Support Spc. III $47,602

Jailer $43,212

Parts Manager $44,949

Sr. Financial Service Tech $50,024

Sr. Park Maint Worker $52,525

Telecommunicator $46,368

Treatment Plant Operator II -

Utility Billing Coordinator $47,306

Market Median Delta
Proposed

Grade

104.99% 18 Up one

95.31% 17 No change

99.14% 17   No change

110.33% 19 Up two

115.85% 20  Up three

102.27% 17   No change

Indexed to job family 17   No change

104.34% 18   Up one



Recommendation – Work Group
 This is a critical issue.

 Staff wants to clearly understand Council’s goals and priorities.

 Establish a work group comprised of Council and staff to further review 

and establish the total compensation philosophy for La Porte.

 Direction on allocation of budgeted resources for FY19/20

 Establish guidelines for this area moving forward

 Any approved adjustments for FY19/20 could be effective 1/1/2020



Classification FLSA Department
Grade 008 $12.252 $15.315 $18.378 $25,485 $31,856 $38,226
Custodian N Parks
Park Maintenance Worker I N Parks
Utilities Groundskeeper N Public Works

Grade 009 $12.743 $15.927 $19.113 $26,505 $33,128 $39,754
Receptionist N Finance

Grade 010 $13.252 $16.564 $19.876 $27,564 $34,453 $41,343
Golf Course Worker N Golf
Solid Waste Worker N Public Works

Grade 011 $13.781 $17.226 $20.672 $28,665 $35,831 $42,998
Building Maintenance Technician N Police
Customer Service Assistant N Parks
Mechanic Assistant N Public Works
Park Maintenance Worker II N Parks

Grade 012 $14.333 $17.915 $21.498 $29,813 $37,264 $44,716
Golf Cart Mechanic N Golf Course
Customer Service Clerk N Finance
Deputy Court Clerk N Court
Equipment Operator I N Public Works
Inspection Service Technician N Planning
Meter Reader N Finance
Therapeutic Recreation Specialist N Parks

Grade 013 $14.907 $18.632 $22.358 $31,006 $38,754 $46,505
Records Specialist N Police
Secretary N PW/Police/FMO/Parks
Utility Operator I N Public Works
Warehouse Specialist N Public Works

Grade 014 $15.503 $19.378 $23.254 $32,246 $40,307 $48,368
Building Maintenance Technician I N Parks
EMS Billing Specialist N EMS
Financial Services Technician N Finance
HR Specialist N HR
Pool Maintenance Technician N Parks
Utility Billing Assistant N Finance

Grade 015 $16.122 $20.152 $24.183 $33,533 $41,917 $50,301
Equipment Operator II N Public Works
Golf Coordinator N Golf
Lift Station Operator N Public Works
Mosquito Control Technician N Public Works
Records Specialist N CSO
Recreation Center Specialist N Parks
Senior Golf Course Worker N Golf

Grade 016 $16.769 $20.960 $25.150 $34,879 $43,596 $52,313
Animal Control Officer N Police
Assistant Recreation Therapist N Parks
Building Maintenance Technician II N Parks
Buyer N Purchasing
Criminal Investigation Specialist N Police
Golf Course Mechanic N Golf
Mechanic N Public Works
Planning Technican N Planning
Secretary IV N CSO/CMO
Treatment Plant Mechanic N Public Works
Utility Operator II N Public Works
Water Production Operator II N Public Works

City of La Porte Position Classification
Effective 10/01/2017; Updated 2/1/2019

Hourly Annual



Classification FLSA Department

City of La Porte Position Classification
Effective 10/01/2017; Updated 2/1/2019

Hourly Annual
Grade 017 $17.438 $21.798 $26.157 $36,271 $45,340 $54,406
Computer Support Specialist I N IT
Jailer N Police
Parts Manager N Public Works
Sr. Financial Services Technician N Finance
Sr. Park Maintenance Worker N Parks
Telecommunicator N Police
Treatment Plant Operator II N Public Works
Utility Billing Coordinator N Finance

Grade 018 $18.135 $22.670 $27.203 $37,721 $47,153 $56,583
Administrative Assistant N Fire
Benefits Specialist N HR
Sr. Deputy Court Clerk N Court
Deputy Tax Collector N Finance
Engineering Technician N Planning
Inspection Services Coordinator N Planning
Property Room Custodian N Police
Risk & Safety  Specialist N HR
Sr. Equipment Operator N Public Works

Grade 019 $18.861 $23.576 $28.292 $39,231 $49,038 $58,848
Community Service Inspector N Planning
Deputy Fire Marshal I N Fire
GIS Technician N Planning

Grade 020 $20.507 $25.634 $30.760 $42,654 $53,318 $63,981
Assistant Golf Pro E Golf
Computer Support Specialist III N IT
Lead Telecommunicator N Police
Office Coordinator N/E PW/Police/Parks/Planning
Recreation Therapist N Parks
Sr. Lift Station Operator N Public Works
Sr. Mechanic N Public Works
Sr. Utility Maintenance Operator N Public Works

Grade 021 $21.328 $26.659 $31.990 $44,362 $55,451 $66,540
Industrial Waste Inspector N Public Works
Building Inspector N Planning
Senior Services Coordinator E Parks
Senior Treatment Plant Operator N Public Works

Grade 022 $22.180 $27.725 $33.271 $46,135 $57,669 $69,203
Accountant E Finance
Contract Administrator N Purchasing
Plans Examiner E Planning
Recreation Programs Coordinator E Parks

Grade 023 $23.068 $28.836 $34.602 $47,981 $59,978 $71,972
Animal Control Supervisor N Police
Assistant City Secretary E CSO
Building Maintenance Tech Supervisor N Parks 
Crime Victim Liaison N Police
Deputy Fire Marshal II N Fire
Equipment Services Supervisor E Public Works
Parks Maintenance Supervisor N Parks 
Public Improvement Inspector N Public Works
Solid Waste Supervisor N Public Works
Street Maintenance Supervisor N Public Works
Support Services Supervisor N Police
Treatment Plant Supervisor N Public Works
Utility Supervisor N Public Works
Water Production Supervisor N Public Works

Grade 024 $23.991 $29.989 $35.987 $49,902 $62,377 $74,853

Grade 025 $24.950 $31.188 $37.426 $51,897 $64,872 $77,846
Utility Billing Supervisor N Finance



Classification FLSA Department

City of La Porte Position Classification
Effective 10/01/2017; Updated 2/1/2019

Hourly Annual

Grade 026 $25.949 $32.435 $38.922 $53,973 $67,465 $80,957
Accounting Coordinator E Finance
Deputy Building Official N Planning
GIS Manager E Planning
Head Professional Golf Pro E Golf

Grade 027 $26.986 $33.732 $40.479 $56,131 $70,163 $84,196
Assistant Utility Superintendent E Public Works
Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator E EOC
Capital Improvement Project Manager E Public Works
Marketing/Special Event Specialist N CMO
Senior Systems Administrator N IT
Special Services Superintendent E Parks

Grade 028 $28.065 $35.082 $42.098 $58,376 $72,970 $87,563

Grade 029 $29.188 $36.485 $43.781 $60,710 $75,888 $91,065
City Planner E Planning
Court Administrator E Court
Equipment Services Superintendent E Public Works
Network Administrator N IT
Parks Maintenance Superintendent E Parks
Recreation Superintendent E Parks
Street Maintenance Superintendent E Public Works
Utility Superintendent E Public Works

Grade 030 $30.355 $37.944 $45.532 $63,139 $78,924 $94,707
Fire Training/Safety Officer N Fire

Grade 031 $31.569 $39.462 $47.355 $65,664 $82,080 $98,498
Chief Building Official E Planning
Economic Development Coordinator E CMO
Golf Course Superintendent E Golf

Grade 032 $32.832 $41.040 $49.248 $68,291 $85,363 $102,436

Grade 033 $34.146 $42.684 $51.220 $71,024 $88,782 $106,538

Grade 034 $35.512 $44.390 $53.267 $73,865 $92,331 $110,795
Controller E Finance
IT Manager E IT
Purchasing Manager E Purchasing
Treasurer E Finance

Grade 035 $36.932 $45.822 $54.712 $76,818 $95,309 $113,801
Assistant Director of Public Works E Public Works
Assistant Fire Chief E Fire
Assistant Police Chief E Police
City Engineer E Planning
EMS Chief E EMS
Emergency Management Coordinator E EOC
Fire Marshal E Fire
Human Resources Manager E HR

Grade 036 $46.731 $47.655 $70.096 $97,200 $99,121 $145,799

Grade 037 $46.731 $49.561 $70.096 $97,200 $103,086 $145,799

Grade 038 $46.731 $51.543 $70.096 $97,200 $107,210 $145,799

Grade 039 $46.731 $53.605 $70.096 $97,200 $111,498 $145,799

Grade 040 $46.731 $55.749 $70.096 $97,200 $115,958 $145,799



Classification FLSA Department

City of La Porte Position Classification
Effective 10/01/2017; Updated 2/1/2019

Hourly Annual
Grade 041 $46.731 $58.414 $70.096 $97,200 $121,501 $145,799
Chief of Police E Police
Director of Finance E Finance
Director of Parks and Recreation E Parks
Director of Planning E Planning
Director of Public Works E Public Works

Grade 042 $48.600 $60.751 $72.901 $101,089 $126,361 $151,633

Grade 043 $50.544 $63.181 $75.817 $105,132 $131,415 $157,699

Grade 044 $52.564 $65.706 $78.846 $109,334 $136,668 $164,000
Assistant City Manager E CMO

Grade 045 $52.564 $68.334 $78.846 $109,334 $142,135 $164,000

Grade 046 $52.564 $71.067 $78.846 $109,334 $147,820 $164,000

Grade 047 $52.564 $73.910 $78.846 $109,334 $153,733 $164,000

Grade 123
City Manager E CMO
City Secretary E CSO
Golf Course Manager E Golf
Presiding Judge E Municipal Court



Classification FLSA Department
Grade 008 $12.252 $15.315 $18.378 $25,485 $31,856 $38,226

Grade 009 $12.743 $15.927 $19.113 $26,505 $33,128 $39,754
Receptionist N Finance
Custodian N Parks
Utilities Groundskeeper N Public Works

Grade 010 $13.252 $16.564 $19.876 $27,564 $34,453 $41,343

Grade 011 $13.781 $17.226 $20.672 $28,665 $35,831 $42,998
Customer Service Assistant N Parks
Mechanic Assistant N Public Works

Grade 012 $14.333 $17.915 $21.498 $29,813 $37,264 $44,716
Golf Cart Mechanic N Golf Course
Customer Service Clerk N Finance
Equipment Operator I N Public Works
Inspection Service Technician N Planning
Meter Reader N Finance
Therapeutic Recreation Specialist N Parks
Park Maintenance Worker I N Parks
Golf Course Worker N Golf
Building Maintenance Technician N Police

Grade 013 $14.907 $18.632 $22.358 $31,006 $38,754 $46,505
Records Specialist N Police
Secretary N PW/Police/FMO/Parks
Utility Operator I N Public Works
Warehouse Specialist N Public Works
Solid Waste Worker N Public Works
Deputy Court Clerk N Court

Grade 014 $15.503 $19.378 $23.254 $32,246 $40,307 $48,368
EMS Billing Specialist N EMS
Pool Maintenance Technician N Parks
Utility Billing Assistant N Finance

Grade 015 $16.122 $20.152 $24.183 $33,533 $41,917 $50,301
Equipment Operator II N Public Works
Mosquito Control Technician N Public Works
Records Specialist N CSO
Recreation Center Specialist N Parks
Park Maintenance Worker II N Parks
Financial Services Technician N Finance
HR Specialist N HR
Building Maintenance Technician I N Parks

Grade 016 $16.769 $20.960 $25.150 $34,879 $43,596 $52,313
Animal Control Officer N Police
Assistant Recreation Therapist N Parks
Buyer N Purchasing
Golf Course Mechanic N Golf
Mechanic N Public Works
Planning Technican N Planning
Secretary IV N CSO/CMO
Treatment Plant Mechanic N Public Works
Utility Operator II N Public Works
Water Production Operator II N Public Works
Lift Station Operator N Public Works

City of La Porte Position Classification
Effective 10/01/2017; Updated 2/1/2019

Hourly Annual



Classification FLSA Department

City of La Porte Position Classification
Effective 10/01/2017; Updated 2/1/2019

Hourly Annual
Grade 017 $17.438 $21.798 $26.157 $36,271 $45,340 $54,406
Jailer N Police
Parts Manager N Public Works
Sr. Financial Services Technician N Finance
Sr. Park Maintenance Worker N Parks
Telecommunicator N Police
Treatment Plant Operator II N Public Works
Golf Coordinator N Golf
Senior Golf Course Worker N Golf
Building Maintenance Technician II N Parks
Criminal Investigation Specialist N Police

Grade 018 $18.135 $22.670 $27.203 $37,721 $47,153 $56,583
Administrative Assistant N Fire
Benefits Specialist N HR
Sr. Deputy Court Clerk N Court
Deputy Tax Collector N Finance
Engineering Technician N Planning
Inspection Services Coordinator N Planning
Property Room Custodian N Police
Risk & Safety  Specialist N HR
Sr. Equipment Operator N Public Works
Computer Support Specialist I N IT
Utility Billing Coordinator N Finance

Grade 019 $18.861 $23.576 $28.292 $39,231 $49,038 $58,848
Community Service Inspector N Planning
Deputy Fire Marshal I N Fire
GIS Technician N Planning

Grade 020 $20.507 $25.634 $30.760 $42,654 $53,318 $63,981
Assistant Golf Pro E Golf
Computer Support Specialist III N IT
Lead Telecommunicator N Police
Office Coordinator N/E PW/Police/Parks/Planning
Recreation Therapist N Parks
Sr. Mechanic N Public Works
Sr. Utility Maintenance Operator N Public Works

Grade 021 $21.328 $26.659 $31.990 $44,362 $55,451 $66,540
Industrial Waste Inspector N Public Works
Building Inspector N Planning
Senior Services Coordinator E Parks
Senior Treatment Plant Operator N Public Works
Sr. Lift Station Operator N Public Works

Grade 022 $22.180 $27.725 $33.271 $46,135 $57,669 $69,203
Plans Examiner E Planning

Grade 023 $23.068 $28.836 $34.602 $47,981 $59,978 $71,972
Animal Control Supervisor N Police
Crime Victim Liaison N Police
Deputy Fire Marshal II N Fire
Equipment Services Supervisor E Public Works
Parks Maintenance Supervisor N Parks 
Public Improvement Inspector N Public Works
Solid Waste Supervisor N Public Works
Street Maintenance Supervisor N Public Works
Support Services Supervisor N Police
Treatment Plant Supervisor N Public Works
Utility Supervisor N Public Works
Water Production Supervisor N Public Works
Accountant E Finance
Recreation Programs Coordinator E Parks



Classification FLSA Department

City of La Porte Position Classification
Effective 10/01/2017; Updated 2/1/2019

Hourly Annual
Grade 024 $23.991 $29.989 $35.987 $49,902 $62,377 $74,853
Contract Administrator N Purchasing

Grade 025 $24.950 $31.188 $37.426 $51,897 $64,872 $77,846
Building Maintenance Tech Supervisor N Parks 
Utility Billing Supervisor N Finance

Grade 026 $25.949 $32.435 $38.922 $53,973 $67,465 $80,957
Accounting Coordinator E Finance
GIS Manager E Planning
Head Professional Golf Pro E Golf

Grade 027 $26.986 $33.732 $40.479 $56,131 $70,163 $84,196
Assistant Utility Superintendent E Public Works
Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator E EOC
Capital Improvement Project Manager E Public Works
Marketing/Special Event Specialist N CMO
Senior Systems Administrator N IT
Special Services Superintendent E Parks
Assistant City Secretary E CSO

Grade 028 $28.065 $35.082 $42.098 $58,376 $72,970 $87,563
Deputy Building Official N Planning

Grade 029 $29.188 $36.485 $43.781 $60,710 $75,888 $91,065
Court Administrator E Court
Equipment Services Superintendent E Public Works
Network Administrator N IT
Parks Maintenance Superintendent E Parks
Recreation Superintendent E Parks
Street Maintenance Superintendent E Public Works
Utility Superintendent E Public Works

Grade 030 $30.355 $37.944 $45.532 $63,139 $78,924 $94,707
Fire Training/Safety Officer N Fire

Grade 031 $31.569 $39.462 $47.355 $65,664 $82,080 $98,498
Economic Development Coordinator E CMO
Golf Course Superintendent E Golf
City Planner E Planning

Grade 032 $32.832 $41.040 $49.248 $68,291 $85,363 $102,436

Grade 033 $34.146 $42.684 $51.220 $71,024 $88,782 $106,538
Chief Building Official E Planning

Grade 034 $35.512 $44.390 $53.267 $73,865 $92,331 $110,795
Controller E Finance
Purchasing Manager E Purchasing
Treasurer E Finance

Grade 035 $36.932 $45.822 $54.712 $76,818 $95,309 $113,801
EMS Chief E EMS
Emergency Management Coordinator E EOC
Fire Marshal E Fire

Grade 036 $46.731 $47.655 $70.096 $97,200 $99,121 $145,799
Assistant Director of Public Works E Public Works

Grade 037 $46.731 $49.561 $70.096 $97,200 $103,086 $145,799

Grade 038 $46.731 $51.543 $70.096 $97,200 $107,210 $145,799
IT Manager E IT
Assistant Fire Chief E Fire
City Engineer E Planning

Grade 039 $46.731 $53.605 $70.096 $97,200 $111,498 $145,799
Human Resources Manager E HR



Classification FLSA Department

City of La Porte Position Classification
Effective 10/01/2017; Updated 2/1/2019

Hourly Annual

Grade 040 $46.731 $55.749 $70.096 $97,200 $115,958 $145,799

Grade 041 $46.731 $58.414 $70.096 $97,200 $121,501 $145,799
Director of Finance E Finance
Director of Parks and Recreation E Parks

Grade 042 $48.600 $60.751 $72.901 $101,089 $126,361 $151,633
Assistant Police Chief E Police
Director of Planning E Planning
Director of Public Works E Public Works

Grade 043 $50.544 $63.181 $75.817 $105,132 $131,415 $157,699

Grade 044 $52.564 $65.706 $78.846 $109,334 $136,668 $164,000

Grade 045 $52.564 $68.334 $78.846 $109,334 $142,135 $164,000
Chief of Police E Police

Grade 046 $52.564 $71.067 $78.846 $109,334 $147,820 $164,000

Grade 047 $52.564 $73.910 $78.846 $109,334 $153,733 $164,000
Assistant City Manager E CMO

Grade 123
City Manager E CMO
City Secretary E CSO
Golf Course Manager E Golf
Presiding Judge E Municipal Court



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Corby Alexander, City Manager  

Department: CMO  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Preliminary Sponsorship Policy and Application 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

With recent requests for sponsorships, the City Council thought it was important for the City to establish 
a policy as it pertains to the awarding of sponsorships. Pulling inspiration from other cities across the 
U.S. and Canada, staff created the attached policy as a starting point for the Council to build upon or 
take away from as they see fit. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 

As appropriate to provide direction to staff. Should the desire be to adopt the policy as 
presented:  I move to adopt the City Sponsorship Policy as presented. 
 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



Sponsorship Request Application 

The City of La Porte is excited to potentially partner with your program or event. Please fill out the information 

below and return it to the City. 

Organization Name: Click here to enter text. Contact Name:  Click here to enter text. 

Federal Tax I.D. Click here to enter text. Contact Number:  Click here to enter text. 

Organization Address: Click here to enter text. Contact Email:  Click here to enter text. 

City/State/ZIP:  Click here to enter text. Which Describes 

Your Organization? 

For-Profit Corporation: ☐ 

501.C*: ☐ 

Government Entity: ☐ 

*If you have identified your organization as a 501.C, please attach a copy of your IRS determination letter 

Funding 

Please Indicate Sponsorship 

Type Requested: 

Monetary ☐ In-Kind ☐ 

Describe In-Kind Services 

Requested: 

Click here to enter text. 

Total Amount Requested: Click here to enter text. 

Name of the Program/Event: Click here to enter text. 

Describe the Program/Event: Click here to enter text. 

 

I certify that all figures, facts and representations made in this application, including attachments, are 

true and correct to the best of my knowledge and that I am empowered to sign on behalf of the 

applicant organization. 



2 

X

Applicant Representative, Date

 

 

About Your Event or Program 

Are you requesting sponsorship for an event or program? ☐ Event ☐ Program 

Official name of the event or program: _________________________________________________________ 

Dates(s) of event/program: __________________________________________________________________ 

Time(s) and duration of event/program: ________________________________________________________ 

Physical location of the event/program: ________________________________________________________ 

Is this a request for an event/program in the city limits of La Porte or on city-owned property? 

☐ Yes ☐ No 

Total expected attendance: _________________________  

How many hotel stays are expected? If none, answer N/A: ____________ 

Total event/program budget: _______________________  

*Please attach the budgeted and actual costs for the event/program the last 2 years. 

Who is served by your event or program (Age range, profession, etc.)? _______________________________ 

 

 



 

Sponsorship Policy 

I. Introduction 

The purpose of this sponsorship policy is to provide administrators with guidelines when the City is approached 

by organizations to support local festivals, special events, community projects or programs.   

The City of La Porte recognizes the value of these partnerships to the community but also its charge to maintain 

fiscal responsibility. The following policy has been established to direct when co-sponsorship or in-kind services 

can be approved. 

II. Policy 

In order to be considered for approval, the opportunity must:  

• Move forward the mission and goals of the City of La Porte. 

• Have an entirely filled application form. 

• Demonstrate value to either the Citizens of La Porte, the La Porte Business Community, or the area as a 

whole 

• Conform to all applicable federal and state statutes, and to all applicable City ordinances, policies, and 

practices. 

• The sponsorship must not result in any competitive advantage, benefit, or preferential treatment for the 

sponsor outside of the sponsorship agreement. 

• Be presented to City staff by February 15th before the budget year in which the opportunity takes place. 

• Show the City logo on all materials showing event sponsors. 

• Get pre-approval of the use of City logo, slogan, branding statement, or quote. 

Also note: 

• Sponsorship approvals are made on an annual basis and shall be considered as one-time approvals. City 

participation should not be an expected line item in the receiving organization’s budget. 

• The City reserves the right to assess all activities at any time to ensure all rules, regulations, conditions of 

use, and City and health and safety laws are not violated. Sponsorships and in-kind services can be revoked 

at any time, effective immediately. 

• The sponsorship cannot make up over half of the opportunity’s total cost. 

• The opportunity cannot be held to advocate a political position or figure. 

• The hosting organization will not discriminate on the grounds of race, religious creed, color, national 

origin, ancestry, age, physical disability, mental disability, medical condition, marital status, sex, or sexual 

orientation. Further, the organization must agree to conform to the requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. 



• Religious organizations, companies, or groups may obtain sponsorships if the proposed program, event, 

or project neither promotes religious messages nor advocates for or promotes religious beliefs. 

• Any sponsorship above $500 must be approved by La Porte City Council. 

 

III. Definitions 

• In-Kind Contributions:  Donations of goods, services, or time instead of cash. 

• Opportunity:  The program or event in which the applicant is asking for City participation, whether it be cash 

or in-kind. 

• Sponsorship:  When the City decides to donate either cash or in-kind contributions to an opportunity. 



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Jason Weeks, Asst. City Manager  

Department: Administration/CMO  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: HYC Sponsorship Presentation 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

In past years, the City of La Porte has funded specific Houston Yacht Club regatta 
events. Last summer, the City sponsored the 2018 United States Laser National 
Championships in the amount of $10,000. This year, the Houston Yacht Club has 
approached the City of La Porte for an annual sponsorship in the amount of $10,000 
that will encompass multiple events throughout the 2019-2020 year. These events are: 
 

• Houston Open One Design Regatta (HOOD) – September 20-22 

• Turkey Day Regatta – November 23 

• Mid-Winter Regatta – February 22, 2020 

• Optimist Gulf Coast Championship – March 13-15, 2020 

• Reggae Regatta – Spring 2020 

• Leukemia Cup Regatta – June 2020 
 
The regattas bring visitors to the City that will fill up local hotels, and bring business to 
restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, and retail shops. The HOOD Regatta is 
expected to bring 75 registered boats and approximately 225-250 competitors and 
families to the city, of which 30% is expected to be out of town visitors. The Optimist 
Gulf Coast Championship is expected to bring 150-200 competitors and families to La 
Porte, with 50% of those be from out of town. The Reggae Regatta is expected to bring 
additional out of town competitors and families. 
 
The Houston Yacht Club is requesting support and sponsorship in the amount of 
$10,000 as they prepare to host these events. The funds will assist in: 
- providing necessities such as hospitality and receptions for competitors/families; 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: Hotel/Motel Fund 
 

Account Number: 037-6063-565-2075 
 

Amount Budgeted: $55,700 
 

Amount Requested: $10,000 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



- supplement lunches for youth competitors; 
- fuel for safety and coach boats; 
- energy snacks and quench drinks when racers get off the water; and 
- ice; trophies for the kids; and the first aid station. 
 
In return for the sponsorship, the Houston Yacht Club will prominently display the City’s 
name and logo on their website, in printed media, in the regatta programs, in sponsor 
recognition displays, and on the regatta shirts. 
 
A member of the Houston Yacht Club will be at the meeting to make a presentation to 
the Council. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 

I move to approve $________ in sponsorship funds to be awarded to the Houston Yacht 
Club for the events presented in consideration for the City of La Porte being recognized 
as a sponsor for those events. 
 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 



Houston 
Yacht Club

2019-2020
Signature Regattas and 
Championship Events



2019-2020 Regattas and Championships  

Event

• The Houston Open One Design 
Regatta (HOOD)

• Turkey Day Regatta
• Mid-Winter Regatta
• Optimist Gulf Coast Championship
• Reggae Regatta 
• Leukemia Cup Regatta

Date

• Sept. 20-22, 2019
• Nov. 23, 2019
• Feb. 22, 2020
• March 13-15, 2020
• Spring 2020
• June 2020



What Regattas Bring to La Porte

• Visitors to the City that fill up hotels, restaurants, 
Kroger’s, gas stations, shopping

• HOOD Regatta (September 2019)
• Expect 75 Registered Boats and approx. 225-250 Total 

Competitors and Families (30% out of town –
Louisiana/Texas)

• This year’s Regatta includes 3 Championships:  
o J/24 Beasley Cup
o J/22 Heritage Cup
o RS Aero Texas Championship



What Regattas Bring to La Porte

• Optimist Gulf Coast Championship (March 2020)
• Expect 150-200 Boats (Competitors) and Families
• Anticipate big turnout (50% out of town)
• It is the last championship before the Optimist US Team 

Trials used as a qualifier for international competition 

• Reggae Regatta 
• Brings out of town competitors and families

• Support of Local Businesses for Trophies, Regatta 
Wares, Race Committee Lunches



Typical Schedule of Events
• Generally, Regattas are 3-day Events starting on Friday and ending Sunday 

afternoon
• Day 1 –

• Sail Measurement or Competitor Weigh-In, Registration and Competitors’ Briefing
• Welcoming Hospitality and Reception for all racers and families
• Sailors and families on their own to dine locally

• Day 2 –
• All day racing concluding with a Regatta Banquet

• Day 3 –
• Morning and early afternoon racing followed by Awards Ceremony
• Sailors and families on their own to dine locally before departing for home





The City of La Porte’s Support and 
Sponsorship
• We request your support and sponsorship in the amount of $10,000 as 

we prepare to host these events. Your financial support and 
sponsorship will assist in providing necessities, such as:

• Hospitality and Receptions for Competitors and Families
• Supplement Lunches for the Youth Competitors
• Fuel for Safety and Coach Boats
• Energy Snacks, Quench Drinks for the Racers when they get off the water
• Ice
• Trophies for Kids
• First Aid Station



What HYC Has to Offer
• Economic Impact on City of La Porte – Hotels, Restaurants, Shopping
• Situated on upper Galveston Bay allowing for 3-4 race courses and a 

large area for hosting events
• HYC is one of the biggest recreational facilities in La Porte
• Support the La Porte Chamber of Commerce and Boys and Girls Harbor
• Host the annual International Film Festival Regatta which brings 

hundreds of people to La Porte from all over the US
• Race Officers that provide standardized race management for the 

benefit of competitors



City of La Porte 
Recognition

We will be pleased to 
recognize La Porte as a major 
sponsor by prominently 
displaying the City’s name and 
logo:
• On our website (places to 

stay, play, eat and shop)
• In our printed media
• In the Regatta Program
• In our sponsor recognition 

display at HYC
• On our Regatta Shirts



In Conclusion

• We thank you very much for 
letting us meet with you today

• We thank you very much for your 
consideration of our request for 
your Sponsorship for our regattas 
and championships



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Michael G. Dolby, CPA  

Department: Finance  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Resolution 2019-17, Certified Appraisal Roll 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

On August 16, 2019, the City of La Porte received the Certified Appraisal Roll from the Harris 
County Appraisal District (HCAD). 
 
Section 26.04 of the state Property Tax Code (Title 1 of the Tax Code) requires the submission 
of the appraisal roll to the governing body. 
 
The 2019 Certified Tax Roll for the City of La Porte, as received from the Harris County 
Appraisal District (HCAD), shows a total appraised value of $3,825,270,720 and a total taxable 
value of $3,150,924,309. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 
I move to adopt Resolution 2019-17, adopting the 2019 appraisal roll of the Harris County 
Appraisal District. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



RESOLUTION NO.  2019-16 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS, ADOPTING THE 

2019 APPRAISAL ROLL OF THE HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 

 

WHEREAS, the Harris County Appraisal District has submitted to the City Council of the City of La Porte, for 

approval, the 2019 tax appraisal roll; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that the 2019 appraisal roll with the amounts shown therein should 

be adopted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Harris County Appraisal District has certified to the City Council that there was situated in the 

City of La Porte, as of January 1, 2019, property with a total appraised value of $3,825,270,720.00 and a total 

taxable value of $3,150,924,309.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, new personal property added to the appraisal roll had a total taxable value of $818,801.00 as of 

January 1, 2019. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, THAT: 

 

Section 1.  The 2019 tax appraisal roll, showing that there was situated in the City of La Porte, as of January 1, 

2019, property with a total appraised value of $3,825,270,720.00 and a total taxable value of 

$3,150,924,309.00, as submitted by the Harris County Appraisal District, is hereby adopted. 

 

Section 2.  The City Council officially finds, determines, recites, and declares that a sufficient written notice of the 

date, hour, place, and subject of this meeting of the City Council was posted at a place convenient to the 

public at the offices of City of La Porte for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required 

by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open 

to the public as required by law at all times during which this resolution and the subject matter thereof 

has been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City Council further ratifies, approves and 

confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this, the __________ day of __________________, 2019. 

 

      CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 
 

             

      Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 
             

Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 



071

HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

HOUSTON,TEXAS

THE STATE OF TEXAS, }

COUNTY OF HARRIS.}

2019

CERTIFICATION OF APPRAISAL ROLL AND

LISTING OF PROPERTIES UNDER SECS. 26.01(c) AND (d)

FOR

City of La Porte

Pursuant to Section 26.01 (a), Texas Tax Code, I hereby certify the 2019 appraisal roll of properties taxable by

City of La Porte. The roll is delivered in electronic form.

The total appraised value nov/ on the appraisal roll for this unit is: $3,825,270,720

The taxable value now on the appraisal roll for this unit is; $3,150,924,309

As required by Section 26.01(c), Texas Tax Code,  I have included with your roll a listing of those properties which are

taxable by the unit but which are under protest and are therefore not included in the appraisal roll values approved by
the appraisal review board and certified above. My estimate of the total taxable value which will be assigned to such

properties if the owners' claims are upheld by the appraisal review board is: $348,575,346

Pursuant to Section 26.01 (d), Texas Tax code, the estimated value of taxable property not under protest and not yet
included on the certified appraisal roll, after hearing loss, is $359,167,445

Signed this 16th day of August, 2019

Roland Altinger, CAE, RPA, CTA
Chief Appraiser

ASSESSOR’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As tax assessor/collector of the above-named taxing unit, I hereby acknowledge receipt of the certified 2019

/^f^_day ofappraisal roll on this the , 2019

J
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071 CITY OF LAPORTE

TAX YEAR: 2019

LAST UPDATED: 08/02/2019

DELV DATE: 08/16/2019

HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY RECAP

CERTIFIED ROLL 00

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY UNITS ACREAGE MARKET APPRAISED PRODUCTIVITY EXEMPTIONS TAXABLE VALUE

Al Real, Residential, Single-Family 8,872 1,628.7701 1,579,649,425 1,540,576,138 0 383,231,011 1,157,345,127

a2 Real, Residential, Mobile Homes 65 12.0115 3,447,529 3,157,462 0 405,758 2,751,704

Bl Real, Residential, Multi-Family 20 68.3232 69,686,573 69,686,573 0 43,186 69,643,387

B2 Real, Residential, Two-Family 53 9.1845 5,542,290 5,504,333 0 180,011 5,324,322

B3 Real, Residential, Three-Family 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

B4 Real, Residential, Four- or More-Family 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

Cl Real, Vacant Lots/Tracts 600 133.8666 15,657,241 14,742,721 0 95,456 14,647,265

C2 Real, vacant commercial 446 676.6008 64,010,304 64,009,054 0 50,049 63,959,005

C3 Real, Vacant 7 1.6201 483,436 483,436 0 0 483,436

Dl Real , Qualified Agricultural Land 16 624.2804 34,723,881 0 39,790 0 39,790

D2 Real, Unqualified Agricultural Land 40 469.9923 23,531,661 23,531,661 0 0 23,531,661

El Real, Farm & Ranch improved 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

Fl Real, Commercial 584 894,522,3051,210.9716 893,321,517 0 39,684 893,281,833

F2 Real, Industrial 59 828.7199 349,251,266 349,251,266 0 390,422 348,860,844

Gl Oil and Mineral Gas Reserves 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

G2 Real Property Other Mineral Reserves 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

Hi Tangible, vehicles 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

H2 Tangible, Goods In Transit 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

ll Real, Banks 0 0.0000 0 00 0 0

11 Real & Tangible Personal, Utility water 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0
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071 CITY OF LAPORTE

TAX YEAR: 2019

HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY RECAP

CERTIFIED ROLL 00

UNITS ACREAGE APPRAISED PRODUCTIVITY EXEMPTIONS TAXABLE VALUEPROPERTY USE CATEGORY MARKET

12 Gas Companies 4,820,2902 0.0000 4,820,290 4,820,290 0 0

13 Electric Companies 9 23,146,156 23,146,156 0 0 23,146,15617.1564

14 Telephone Companies 5 1.1478 3,210,051 3,210,051 0 230 3,209,821

15 Railroads 23 179.3445 6,954,620 6,954,620 0 0 6,954,620

16 Pipelines 135 3.7460 17,454,269 17,454,269 0 348,535 17,105,734

17 Major Cable Television Systems 2 0.0000 7,085,630 7,085,630 0 0 7,085,630

Ll Tangible, commercial 530 0.0000 153,746,391 153,746,391 0 27,218 153,719,173

L2 Tangible, industrial 289 0.0000 351,330,135 351,330,135 0 5,908,087 345,422,048

Ml Tangible, Nonbusiness watercraft 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

M2 Tangible, Nonbusiness Aircraft 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

M3 Tangible, Mobile Homes 0.0000 7,650,784 7,650,784 0 848,507 6,802,277542

M4 Tangible, Miscellaneous 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

Nl intangibles 0.0000 0 0 0 0 00

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 001 Inventory

00 0.0000 0 0 0 002 Inventory

2,790,186 0 2,790,186Si Dealer Inventory 23 0.0000 2,790,186 0

0 0 0 0 0UO unknown 0 0.0000

XA Public Property for Housing Indigent
Persons

XB income Producing Personal Property
(<$500)

XC Mineral Interest (<$500)

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 00 0.0000 0 0 0
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TAX YEAR: 2019

HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY RECAP

CERTIFIED ROLL 00

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY UNITS ACREAGE MARKET APPRAISED PRODUCTIVITY EXEMPTIONS TAXABLE VALUE

XD Improving property for Housing w/
Volunteer Labor

XE community Housing Development
Organizations

XF Assisting Ambulatory Health care Centers

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XG Primarily Performing Charitable Functions 2 2.0088 854,781 854,781 0 854,781 0

XH Developing Model colonia Subdivisions 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XI Youth Spiritual , Mental and Physical
Development

XJ Private Schools

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XL Economic Development Services to Local
Community

XM Marine Cargo containers

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XN Motor Vehicles Leased for Personal use 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XO Motor Vehicles (income Production &
Personal Use)

XP offshore Drilling Equipment Not in use

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XQ Intracoastal Waterway Dredge Disposal
Si te

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0XR Nonprofit Water or Wastewater
corporations

XS Raw Cocoa and Green coffee Held in Harris
county

XT Limitation on Taxes in Certain

Municipalities

XU Miscellaneous Exemptions

0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XV other Exempt (incl Public, Religious
Charitable)

849 1,795.7861 281,923,476 281,923,476 0 281,923,476 0>

13,173 7,663.5306 $3,901,472,680 $3,825,230,930 $39,790 $674,346,411 $3,150,924,309lURISDICnON TOTALS:
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HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY RECAP

UNCERTIFIED ROLL 00

071 CITY OF LAPORTE

TAX YEAR: 2019

APPRAISED PRODUCTIVITY EXEMPTIONS TAXABLE VALUEPROPERTY USE CATEGORY UNITS ACREAGE MARKET

257,482,374Al Real Residential, Single-Family 2,012 1,047.9703 342,545,855 322,853,075 0 65,370,701I

Residential, Mobile Homes 1,077,569 0 195,397 882,172a2 Real, 14 9.5679 1,105,310

Residential, Multi-Family 0.0918 55,114 55,114 0 0 55,114Bl Real, 1

B2 Real , Residential, Two-Family 20 3.9348 2,798,419 2,798,419 0 0 2,798,419

b3 Real , Residential, Three-Family 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

Residential, Four- or More-Family 0B4 Real , 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0

163.5287 16,029,677 15,886,512 0 103,259 15,783,253Cl Real, Vacant Lots/Tracts 407

C2 Real, Vacant Commercial 180.5242 23,245,784 23,245,784 0 0 23,245,784143

7.0000 586,413 586,413 0 3,356 583,057C3 Real, Vacant 13

0 14,735 0 14,735Qualified Agricultural Land 24 138.7249 4,654,534Dl Real,

10,849,563 0 0 10,849,563Unqualified Agricultural Land 7 227.0010 10,849,563d2 Real

11.8012 2,624,143 2,430,834 0 726,167 1,704,667El Real, Farm & Ranch improved 6

56,383,753 56,383,753 0 12,000 56,371,753Commercial 145 158.3538Fl Real

0.0000 0 0 0 0 0f2 Real Industrial 0

00 0.0000 0 0 0 0G1 Oil and Mineral Gas Reserves

0G2 Real Property other Mineral Reserves 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0Hi Tangible, vehicles 0 0.0000 0

0 0 0 0H2 Tangible, Goods in Transit 0 0.0000 0

00 0.0000 0 0 0 0ll Real, Banks

0 0 0 0Jl Real & Tangible Personal, utility water 0 0.0000 0
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HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY RECAP

UNCERTIFIED ROLL 00

071 CITY OF LAPORTE

TAX YEAR: 2019

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY UNITS ACREAGE MARKET APPRAISED PRODUCTIVITY EXEMPTIONS TAXABLE VALUE

12 Gas Companies 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

13 Electric Companies 75.233817 2,085,755 2,085,755 0 0 2,085,755

34 Telephone Companies 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

3 5 Railroads 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

36 Pipelines 4 0.0000 1,219,770 1,219,770 0 0 1,219,770

37 Major Cable Television Systems 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

Ll Tangible, Commercial 751 0.0000 155,408,595 155,408,595 0 1,094,776 154,313,819

l2 Tangible, Industrial 0.0000157 273,478,662 273,478,662 0 18,624,530 254,854,132

Ml Tangible, Nonbusiness watercraft 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

M2 Tangible, Nonbusiness Aircraft 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

m3 Tangible, Mobile Homes 8 0.0000 90,507 90,507 0 0 90,507

M4 Tangible, Miscellaneous 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

Nl Intangibles 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 001 Inventory

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 002 inventory

Si Dealer inventory 1 0.0000 18,249 18,249 0 0 18,249

UO Unknown 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XA Public Property for Housing indigent
Persons

XB Income Producing Personal Property (<$500)

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XC Mineral Interest (<$500) 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0
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PROPERTY USE CATEGORY RECAP
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071 CITY OF LAPORTE

TAX YEAR: 2019

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY UNITS ACREAGE MARKET APPRAISED PRODUCTIVITY EXEMPTIONS TAXABLE VALUE

XD Improving Property for Housing w/
Volunteer Labor

XE Community Housing Development
Organizations

XF Assisting Ambulatory Health Care Centers

2 0.0000 127,578 127,578 0 127,578 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

Primarily Performing Charitable Functions 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0XG

XH Developing Model Colonia Subdivisions 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XI Youth Spiritual, Mental and Physical
Development

XI Private Schools

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XL Economic Development Services to Local
Community

XM Marine cargo Containers

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XN Motor Vehicles Leased for Personal Use 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XO Motor Vehicles (Income Production &
Personal Use)

XP Offshore Drilling Equipment Not In Use

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XQ Intracoastal Waterway Dredge Disposal Site 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XR Nonprofit Water or wastewater Corporations 0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

XS Raw Cocoa and Green coffee Held in Harris

County

XT Limitation on Taxes in Certain

Municipalities

XU Miscellaneous Exemptions

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0.0000 0 0 0 0 0

0.00000 0 0 0 0 0

XV other Exempt (incl Public, Religious,
Chari table)

84 64.6333 6,950,236 6,950,236 0 6,948,990 1,246

$900,257,9173,816 2,088.3657 $875,546,388 $14,735 $93,206,754 $782,354,365JURISDICTION TOTALS:
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Al Real, Residential,
single-Fami1y

2019 8,872

10,838

-0.18%

1,628.7701

2,673.3221

-0.39%

1,540,576,138

1,706,966,318

-0.10%

0 383,231,011

430,928,643

-0.11%

1,157,345,127

1,276,037,675

-0.09%

2018 0

0.00%

A2 Real, Residential, Mobile
Homes

2019

2018

65 12.0115

21.7986

-0.45%

3,157,462

3,727,572

-0.15%

0 405,758

586,122

-0.31%

2,751,704

3,141,450

-0.12%

81 0

-0.20% 0.00%

B1 Real, Residential,
Multi-Family

2019

2018

20 68.3232

69.0693

-0.01%

69,686,573

56,504,357

0.23%

0 43,186

41,553

0.04%

69,643,387

56,462,804

0.23%

22 0

-0.09% 0.00%

B2 Real, Residential, Two-Family 2019

2018

53 9.1845

13.1193

-0.30%

5,504,333

7,193,959

-0.23%

0 180,011

175,488

0.03%

5,324,322

7,018,471

-0.24%

73- 0

-0.27% 0.00%

B3 Real, Residential,
Three-Family

2019

2018

0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

B4 Real , Residential, Four- or
More-Family

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

cl Real, Vacant Lots/Tracts 2019 600 133.8666

307.5814

-0.56%

14,742,721

22,559,274

-0.35%

0 95,456

221,574

-0.57%

14,647,265

22,337,700

-0.34%

2018 1,008

-0.40%

0

0.00%

C2 Real, Vacant Commercial 2019 446 676.6008

902.3176

-0.25%

64,009,054

82,076,107

-0.22%

0 50,049

48,174

0.04%

63,959,005

82,027,933

-0.22%

2018 615 0

-0.27% 0.00%

C3 Real, vacant 2019

2018

7 1.6201

1.4778

0.10%

483,436

308,233

0.57%

0 0 483,436

308,233

0.57%

10 0 0

-0.30% 0.00% 0.00%

Real , Qualified Agricultural
Land

Dl 2019

2018

16 624.2804

763.0053

-0.18%

0 39,790

199,285

-0.80%

0 39,790

199,285

-0.80%

40 0 0

-0.60% 0.00% 0.00%

D2 Real , Unqualified
Agricultural Land

2019

2018

40 469.9923

683.6303

-0.31%

23,531,661

24,937,115

-0.06%

23,531,661

23,486,208

0.00%

0 0

48 0 1,450,907

0.00%-0.17% 0.00%
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El Real , Farm & Ranch improved 2019

2018

0 0.0000

11.8012

0.00%

0 0 0 0

6 2,477,710

0.00%

0 735,542

0.00%

1,742,168

0.00%
0.00% 0.00%

Fl Real, Commercial 2019

2018

584 1,210.9716

1,341.3260

-0.10%

893,321,517

806,588,092

0.11%

0 39,684

48,170

-0.18%

893,281,833

806,539,922

0.11%

714 0

-0.18% 0.00%

f2 Real, Industrial 2019 59 828.7199

828.7199

0.00%

349,251,266

340,003,582

0.03%

0 390,422

380,978

0.02%

348,860,844

339,622,604

0.03%

2018 59 0

0.00% 0.00%

Gl Oil and Mineral Gas Reserves 2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%' 0.00%

g2 Real Property Other Mineral
Reserves

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

HI Tangible, vehicles 2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

H2 Tangible, Goods in Transit 2019 0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

2018 0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

II Real, Banks 2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

31 Real & Tangible Personal
Utility Water

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

32 Gas Companies 2019

2018

2 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

4,820,290

4,587,680

0.05%

0 0 4,820,290

4,587,680

0.05%

2 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

33 Electric companies 2019

2018

9 17.1564

92.3902

-0.81%

23,146,156

22,955,068

0.01%

0 0 23,146,156

22,955,068

0.01%

26 0 0

-0.65% 0.00% 0.00%
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34 Telephone Companies 2019

2018

5 1.1478

1.1478

0.00%

3,210,051

3,154,830

0.02%

0 230 3,209,821

3,154,450

0.02%

5 0 380

0.00% 0.00% -0.39%

D5 Railroads 2019

2018

23 179.3445

179.3445

0.00%

6,954,620

6,754,680

0.03%

0 0 6,954,620

6,754,680

0.03%

24 0 0

-0.04% 0.00% 0.00%

J6 Pipelines 2019

2018

135 3.7460

3.7460

0.00%

17,454,269

18,529,379

-0.06%

0 348,535

269,095

0.30%

17,105,734

18,260,284

-0.06%

139 0

-0.03% 0.00%

37 Major Cable Television
Systems

2019

2018

2 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

7,085,630

6,716,240

0.05%

0 0 7,085,630

6,716,240

0.05%

2 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Ll Tangible, Commercial 2019 530 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

153,746,391

295,191,654

-0.48%

0 27,218

1,311,097

-0.98%

153,719,173

293,880,557

-0.48%

2018 1,237

-0.57%

0

0.00%

l2 Tangible, Industrial 2019

2018

289 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

351,330,135

476,822,677

-0.26%

0 5,908,087

25,730,506

-0.77%

345,422,048

451,092,171

-0.23%

406 0

-0.29% 0.00%

Ml Tangible, Nonbusiness
watercraft

2019 0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

2018 0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

M2 Tangible, Nonbusiness
Aircraft

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

m3 Tangible, Mobile Homes 2019 542 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

7,650,784

7,219,196

0.06%

0 848,507

810,158

0.05%

6,802,277

6,409,038

0.06%

2018 546 0

-0.01% 0.00%

m4 Tangible, Miscellaneous 2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

N1 Intangibles 2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
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2019

2018

0 0.0000

3.7371

0.00%

0 0 0 001 inventory

214,983

0.00%

214,983

0.00%

43 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

2019 0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 002 inventory

2018 3 534,856

0.00%

0 0 534,856

0.00%0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Si Dealer Inventory 2019

2018

23 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

2,790,186

2,729,352

0.02%

0 0 2,790,186

2,729,352

0.02%

27 0 0

-0.15% 0.00% 0.00%

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0uO unknown

0 0 0 0 0

0.00%0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XA Public Property for Housing
Indigent Persons

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

00 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00%0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0XB Income Producing Personal
Property (<$500)

2019

2018

0

00 0 00

0.00% 0.00%0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

00.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0XC Mineral interest (<$500) 2019 0

00 0 02018 0

0.00%0.00% 0.00% 0.00%0.00%

0 00.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0Improving Property for
Housing w/ Volunteer Labor

2019 0XD

00 0 02018 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00%0.00%0.00%

000.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0XE Community Housing Development 2019
Organ!zations 2018

0

00 0 00

0.00%0.00% 0.00% 0.00%0.00%

0 00.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0XF Assisting Ambulatory Health
Care Centers

2019

2018

0

00 00 0

0.00%0.00% 0.00% 0.00%0.00%

00 854,781

771,382

0.11%

2.0088

2.0088

0.00%

854,781

771,382

0.11%

Primarily
Chari tab!

Perform! ng
e Functions

2019 2XG

002018 2

0.00%0.00%0.00%
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XH Developing Model Colonia
Subdivisions

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XI Youth Spiritual, Mental and
Physical Development

2019 0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

2018 0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

X3 Private Schools 2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XL Economic Development Services 2019
to Local Community

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XM Marine Cargo containers 2019 0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

2018 0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XN Motor Vehicles Leased for
Personal use

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Motor Vehicles (Income
Production & personal use)

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

xo 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XP Offshore Drilling Equipment
Not in Use

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XQ Intracoastal Waterway Dredge
Disposal Site

2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XR Nonprofit water or wastewater 2019
Corporations

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Raw Cocoa and Green Coffee

Held in Harris County
2019 0xs 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

0 0 0 0

2018 0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
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DELV DATE 08/16/2019
2019 CERTIFIED APPRAISAL ROLL 00 PROPERTY USE CATEGORY RECAP

PROPERTY USE CATEGORY YEAR UNITS ACREAGE APPRAISED PRODUCTIVITY EXEMPTIONS TAXABLE VALUE

Limitation on Taxes in

Certain Municipalities
2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

XT 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Miscellaneous Exemptions 2019

2018

0 0.0000

0.0000

0.00%

XU 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

XV other Exempt (Incl Public,
Religious, charitable)

2019

2018

849 1,795.7861

1,862.2652

-0.04%

281,923,476

273,080,966

0.03%

0 281,923,476

273,080,966

0.03%

0

929 0 0

-0.09% 0.00% 0.00%

2019 13,173 7,663.5306lURISDICnON TOTALS: $3,825,230,930

$4,172,605,262

$39,790 $674,346,411

$736,590,735

$3,150,924,309

$3,436,213,8122018 16,905 9,761.8084 $199,285



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Michael G. Dolby, CPA  

Department: Finance  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Effective tax rate calculation 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

In accordance with Truth in Taxation Legislation, if the effective tax rate is below the proposed 
tax rate, a municipality must hold two public hearings. The effective tax rate has been 
calculated to be $0.667. The proposed budget for fiscal year 2019-20 has been built around a 
rate of $0.71 requiring the City to hold two public hearings on the tax rate. 
 
The loss from a decrease in the property tax rate from $0.71 to $0.667 would be an estimated 
$1,329,092 in property tax revenues and $928,955 in In-lieu taxes. The total estimated impact 
to the proposed FY2020 budget would be $2,258,046.   
 
Staff is recommending the first public hearing be held Thursday, September 19 at 5:30 p.m. 
and the second public hearing be held Monday, September 23, at 6:00 p.m., at City Hall, (604 
West Fairmont Parkway).   
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 
 

I move that the City hold public hearings for the proposed tax rate of $0.71 for fiscal year 2019-
2020, on September 19 at 5:30 p.m. and September 23 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 



2019 Tax Rate Calculation Worksheet

Taxing Units Other Than School Districts or Water Districts
City of La Porte

Taxing Unit Name

604 W, Fairmont Pkwv.. La Porte. Texas 77571

Date; 08/21/2019 01:57 PM

281-471-5020

Phone (area code and number)

ci.la-portc.tx.us

Taxing Unit’s Website AddressTaxing Unit’s Address, City, State, ZIP Code

GENERAL INFORMATION: Tax Code Section 26.04(c) requires an officer or employee designated by the governing body to calculate the
effective tax rate and rollback tax rate for the taxing unit. These lax rales are expressed in dollars per $100 of taxable value calculated. The

calculation process starts after the chief appraiser delivers to the taxing unit the certified appraisal roll and the estimated values of properties
under protest.

School districts do not use this form, but instead use Comptroller Form 50-859 Tax Rate Calculation Worksheet for School Districts.

Water districts as defined under Water Code Section 49.001(1) do not use this fomi, but instead use Comptroller Fomi 50-858 Water District
Rollback Tax Rate Worksheet.

This worksheet is provided to assist taxing units in determining tax rates. The information provided in this worksheet is offered as technical

assistance and not legal advice. Taxing units should consult legal counsel for interpretations of law regarding tax rate preparation and adoption.

SECTION 1: Effective Tax Rate (No New Taxes)

The effective tax rate enables the public to evaluate the relationship between taxes for the prior year and for the current year based on a lax
rate that would produce the same amount of taxes (no new taxes) if applied to the same properties that arc taxed in both years. When
appraisal values increase, the effective tax rate should decrease.

The effective lax rale for a county is the sum of the effective tax rates calculated for each type of tax the county levies.

Amount/RateEffective Tax Rate Activity

1. 2018 total taxable value. Enter the amount of 2018 taxable value on the 2018 tax roll

today. Include any adjustments since last year's certification; exclude Tax Code Section

25.25(d) one-third over-appraisal comections from these adjustments. This total includes the
taxable value of homesteads with tax ceilings (will deduct in Line 2) and the capUired value

for tax increment financing (will deduct taxes in Line 14).
1

$3,430,773,776

2. 2018 tax ceilings. Counties, cities and junior college districts. Enter 2018 total taxable

value of homesteads with tax ceilings. These include the homesteads of homeowners age 65
or older or disabled. Other taxing units enter 0. If your taxing unit adopted the lax ceiling

provision in 2018 or a prior year for homeowners age 65 or older or disabled, use this step.^

$280,609,401

3. Preliminary 2018 adjusted taxable value. Subtract Line 2 from Line 1. $3,150,164,375

$0.710/$1004. 2018 total adopted tax rate.

5. 2018 taxable value lost because court appeals of ARB decisions reduced 2018

appraised value.

A. Original 2018 ARB Values. $195,994,008

B. 2018 values resulting from final court decisions. $170,865,240

C. 2018 value loss. Subtract B from A? $25,128,768

$3,175,293,1436. 2018 taxable value, adjusted for court-ordered reductions. Add Line 3 and Line 5C.

7. 2018 taxable value of property in territory the taxing unit deannexed after Jan. 1,

2018. Enter the 2018 value of property in deannexed territory.
4

$0

8. 2018 taxable value lost because property first qualified for an exemption in 2019.



Note that lowering the amount or percentage of an existing exemption does not create a new
exemption or reduce taxable value. If the taxing unit increased an original exemption, use
the difference between the original exempted amount and the increased exempted amount.
Do not include value lost to freeport or goods-in-transit exemptions.

A. Absolute exemptions. Use 2018 market value; $387,376

B. Partial exemptions. 2019 exemption amount or 2019 percentage exemption times 2018
value:

$12,333,615

C. Value loss. Add A and B.^ $12,720,991

9. 2018 taxable value lost because property first qualified for agricultural appraisal (1-
d or 1-d-l), timber appraisal, recreational/scenic appraisal or public access airport
special appraisal in 2019. Use only properties that qualified in 2019 for the first time; do
not use properties that qualified in 2018.

A. 2018 market value: $0

B. 2019 productivity or special appraised value: $0

C. Value loss. Subtract B from A.^ $0

10. Total adjustments for lost value. Add lines 7, 8C and 9C. $12,720,991

11. 2018 adjusted taxable value. Subtract Line 10 from Line 6. $3,162,572,152

12. Adjusted 2018 taxes. Multiply Line 4 by Line 11 and divide by $100. $22,454,262

13. Taxes refunded for years preceding tax year 2018. Enter the amount of taxes refunded

by the taxing unit for tax years preceding tax year 2018. Types of refunds include court
decisions, Tax Code Section 25.25(b) and (c) corrections and Tax Code Section 31.11

payment errors. Do not include refunds for tax year 2018. This line applies only to tax years

preceding tax year 2018.^

$299,329

14. Taxes in tax increment financing (TIF) for tax year 2018. Enter the amount of taxes

paid into the tax increment fund for a reinvestment zone as agreed by the taxing unit. If the

taxing unit has no 2019 captured appraised value in Line 16D, enter 0.^
$1,417,801

15. Adjusted 2018 taxes with refunds and TIF adjustment. Add Lines 12 and 13, subtract
Line 14.^

$21,335,790

16. Total 2019 taxable value on the 2019 certified appraisal roll today. This value
includes only certified values and includes the total taxable value of homesteads with tax

ceilings (will deduct in Line 18). These homesteads include homeowners age 65 or older or
disabled.10

$3,150,924,309A. Certified values:

$0B. Counties: Include railroad rolling stock values certified by the Comptroller's office;

C. Pollution control and energy storage system exemption : Deduct the value of property
exempted for the current tax year for the first time as pollution control or energy storage
system property:

D. Tax increment financing: Deduct the 2019 captured appraised value of property taxable

$0

$234,313,198



by a taxing unit in a tax increment financing zone for which the 2019 taxes will be deposited
into the tax increment fund. Do not include any new property value that will be included in
Line 21 below.

11

$2,916,611,111
E. Total 2019 value. Add A and B, then subtract C and D.

12
17. Total value of properties under protest or not included on certified appraisal roll.

A. 2019 taxable value of properties under protest. The chief appraiser certifies a list of
properties still under ARB protest. The list shows the appraisal district's value and the
taxpayer's claimed value, if any, or an estimate of the value if the taxpayer wins. For each of

the properties under protest, use the lowest of these values. Enter the total value.
13

$348,575,346

B. 2019 value of properties not under protest or included on certified appraisal roll.
The chief appraiser gives taxing units a list of those taxable properties that the chief
appraiser knows about, but are not included in the appraisal roll certification. These
properties also are not on the list of properties that are still under protest. On this list of
properties, the chief appraiser includes the market value, appraised value and exemptions for
the preceding year and a reasonable estimate of the market value, appraised value and
exemptions for the current year. Use the lower market, appraised or taxable value (as

appropriate). Enter the total value.
14

$359,167,445

C. Total value under protest or not certified: Add A and B. $707,742,791

18. 2019 tax ceilings. Counties, cities and junior eolleges enter 2019 total taxable value of
homesteads with tax ceilings. These include the homesteads of homeowners age 65 or older
or disabled. Other taxing units enter 0. If your taxing units adopted the tax ceiling provision

in 2018 or a prior year for homeowners age 65 or older or disabled, use this step.
15

$310,496,942

19. 2019 total taxable value. Add Lines 16E and 17C. Subtract Line 18. $3,313,856,960

20. Total 2019 taxable value of properties in territory annexed after Jan. 1, 2018.

Include both real and personal property. Enter the 2019 value of property in territory
annexed.16

$9,590,863

21. Total 2019 taxable value of new improvements and new personal property located

in new improvements. New means the item was not on the appraisal roll in 2018. An
improvement is a building, structure, fixture or fence erected on or affixed to land. New

additions to existing improvements may be included if the appraised value can be
detemrined. New personal property in a new improvement must have been brought into the
taxing unit after Jan. 1, 2018, and be located in  a new improvement. New improvements do

include property on which a tax abatement agreement has expired for 2019.
17

$105,733,178

22. Total adjustments to the 2019 taxable value. Add Lines 20 and 21. $115,324,041

$3,198,532,91923. 2019 adjusted taxable value. Subtraet Line 22 from Line 19.

18 $0,667/$ 10024. 2019 effective tax rate. Divide Line 15 by Line 23 and multiply by $100.

25. COUNTIES ONLY. Add together the effective tax rates for each type of tax the county

levies. The total is the 2019 county effective tax rate.
19

®Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(13)
'“Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012

* *Tex. Tax Code Section 26.03(c)
*^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.01(c) and (d)

Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(14)

"Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(14)

^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(13)
^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(15)



*^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.01(c)
''^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.01(d)
‘^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(6)

'^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(17)

^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(15)
®Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(15)
^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(13)
“^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.03(c)



SECTION 2: Rollback Tax Rate

The rollback tax rate is split into two separate rates:

1. Maintenance and Operations (M&O): The M&O portion is the tax rate that is needed to raise the same amount of taxes that the

taxing unit levied in the prior year plus eight percent. This rate accounts for such things as salaries, utilities and day-to-day
operations.

2. Debt: The debt tax rate includes the debt service necessary to pay the taxing unit's debt payments in the coming year. This rate
accounts for principal and interest on bonds and other debt secured by property tax revenue.

The rollback tax rate for a county is the sum of the rollback tax rates calculated for each type of tax the county levies. In most cases the
rollback tax rate exceeds the effective tax rate, but occasionally decreases in a taxing unit's debt service will cause the effective tax rate to

be higher than the rollback tax rate.
f

Mollback Tax Rate Activity Amount/Rate

26. 2018 maintenance and operations (M&O) tax rate. $0,605/$ 100

27. 2018 adjusted taxable value. Enter the amount from Line 11. $3,162,572,152

28. 2018 M&O taxes.

A. Multiply Line 26 by Line 27 and divide by $100. $19,133,561

B. Cities, counties and hospital districts with additional sales tax: Amount of additional

sales tax collected and spent on M&O expenses in 2018. Enter amount from full year's sales
tax revenue spent for M&O in 2018 fiscal year, if any. Other taxing units enter 0. Counties
exclude any amount that was spent for economic development grants from the amount of
sales tax spent.

$0

C. Counties: Enter the amount for the state criminal justice mandate. If second or later year,
the amount is for increased cost above last year's amount. Other taxing units enter 0. $0

D. Transferring function: If discontinuing all of  a department, function or activity and
transferring it to another taxing unit by written contract, enter the amount spent by the taxing
unit discontinuing the function in the 12 months preceding the month of this calculation. If

the taxing unit did not operate this function for this 12-month period, use the amount spent
in the last full fiscal year in which the taxing unit operated the function. The taxing unit
discontinuing the function will subtract this amount in H below. The taxing unit receiving
the function will add this amount in H below. Other taxing units enter 0.

$0

E. Taxes refunded for years preceding tax year 2018: Enter the amount of M&O taxes

refunded in the preceding year for taxes before that year. Types of refunds include court
decisions. Tax Code Section 25.25(b) and (c) corrections and Tax Code Section 31.11

payment errors. Do not include refunds for tax year 2018. This line applies only to tax years
preceding tax year 2018.

$255,063

F. Enhanced indigent health care expenditures: Enter the increased amount for the

current year's enhanced indigent health care expenditures above the preceding tax year's
enhanced indigent health care expenditures, less any state assistance.

G. Taxes in TIE: Enter the amount of taxes paid into the tax increment fund for a

reinvestment zone as agreed by the taxing unit. If the taxing unit has no 2019 captured
appraised value in Line 16D, enter 0.

H. Adjusted M&O Taxes. Add A, B, C, E and F. For taxing unit with D, subtract if
discontinuing function and add if receiving function. Subtract G.

$0

$1,417,801

$17,970,823



29. 2019 adjusted taxable value. Enter Line 23 from the Effective Tax Rate Worksheet. $3,198,532,919

30. 2019 effective maintenance and operations rate. Divide Line 28H by Line 29 and
multiply by $100.

$0,562/$ 100

31. 2019 rollback maintenance and operation rate. Multiply Line 30 by 1.08. $0,606/$ 100

32. Total 2019 debt to be paid with property taxes and additional sales tax revenue.

Debt means the interest and principal that will be paid on debts that:
(1) are paid by property taxes,
(2) are secured by property taxes,
(3) are scheduled for payment over a period longer than one year and
(4) are not classified in the taxing miit's budget as M&O expenses.

A. Debt also includes contractual payments to other taxing units that have incurred debts on
behalf of this taxing unit, if those debts meet the four conditions above. Include only
amomits that will be paid from property tax revenue. Do not include appraisal district budget
payments. Enter debt amount.

$4,657,119

B. Subtract unencumbered fund amount used to reduce total debt. $0

C. Subtract amount paid from other resources.
$1,177,569

D. Adjusted debt. Subtract B and C from A.
$3,479,550

33. Certified 2018 excess debt collections. Enter the amount certified by the collector. $0

34. Adjusted 2019 debt. Subtract Line 33 from Line 32D. $3,479,550

35. Certified 2019 anticipated collection rate. Enter the rate certified by the collector. If
the rate is 100 percent or greater, enter 100 percent.

100.00%

36. 2019 debt adjusted for collections. Divide Line 34 by Line 35 $3,479,550

37. 2019 total taxable value. Enter the amount on Line 19. $3,313,856,960

38. 2019 debt tax rate. Divide Line 36 by Line 37 and multiply by $100. $0.105/$ 100

$0,711/$ 10039. 2019 rollback tax rate. Add Lines 31 and 38.

40. COUNTIES ONLY. Add together the rollback tax rates for each type of tax the county
levies. The total is the 2019 county rollback tax rate.



SECTION 3: Additional Sales Tax to Reduce Propei t> Taxes

Cities, counties and hospital districts may levy  a sales tax specifically to reduce property taxes. Local voters by election must approve
imposing or abolishing the additional sales tax. If approved, the taxing unit must reduce its effective and rollback tax rates to offset the
expected sales tax revenue.

This section should only be completed by a county, city or hospital district that is required to adjust its effective tax rate and/or rollback tax
rate because it adopted the additional sales tax.

Activity Amount/Rate

41. Taxable Sales. For taxing units that adopted the sales tax in November 2018 or May

2019, enter the Comptroller's estimate of taxable sales for the previous four quarters.
Estimates of taxable sales may be obtained through the Comptroller's Allocation Historical
Summary webpage. Taxing units that adopted the sales tax before November 2018, skip this
line.

20

$0

42. Estimated sales tax revenue. Counties exclude any amount that is or will be spent for

economic development grants from the amount of estimated sales tax revenue.
21

Taxing units that adopted the sales tax in November 2018 or in May 2019.
Multiply the amount on Line 41 by the sales tax rate (.01, .005 or .0025, as applicable) and

multiply the result by .95.
22 $0

- or -

Taxing units that adopted the sales tax before November 2018.

Enter the sales tax revenue for the previous four quarters. Do not multiply by .95.

43. 2019 total taxable value. Enter the amount from Line 37 of the Rollback Tax Rate

Worksheet.
$3,313,856,960

$0/$10044. Sales tax adjustment rate. Divide Line 42 by Line 43 and multiply by $100.

45. 2019 effective tax rate, unadjusted for sales tax.-^ Enter the rate from Line 24 or 25,
as applicable, on the Effective Tax Rate Worksheet.

$0,667/$ 100

46. 2019 effective tax rate, adjusted for sales tax.
Taxing units that adopted the sales tax in November 2018 or in May 2019.
Subtract Line 44 from Line 45. Skip to Line 47 if you adopted the additional sales tax before
November 2018.

$0,667/$ 100

24
Enter the rate from Line 39 or 40,47. 2019 rollback tax rate, unadjusted for sales tax.

as applicable, of the Rollback Tax Rate Worksheet.
$0.711/$100

$0.711/$10048. 2019 rollback tax rate, adjusted for sales tax. Subtract Line 44 from Line 47.

'^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.012(17)
'^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.04(c)

'^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.04(d)
^®Tex. Tax Code Section 26.041(d)
Tex. Tax Code Section 26.041 (i)

^^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.041(d)
Tex. Tax Code Section 26.04(c)

^"^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.04(c)

21

23



SECTION 4: Additional Rollback Protection for Pollution Control

A taxing unit may raise its rate for M&O funds used to pay for a facility, device or method for the control of air, water or land pollution.
This includes any land, structure, building, installation, excavation, machinery, equipment or device that is used, constructed, acquired or
installed wholly or partly to meet or exceed pollution control requirements. The taxing unit's expenses are those necessary to meet the
requirements of a perniit issued by the Texas Conunission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). The taxing unit must provide the tax
assessor with a copy of the TCEQ letter of determination that states the portion of the cost of the installation for pollution control.

This section should only be completed by a taxing unit that uses M&O funds to pay for a facility, device or method for the control of air,
water or land pollution.

Additional RoUback Protection for Pollution Control Activity

49. Certified expenses from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).
Enter the amount certified in the determination letter from TCEQ.^^ The taxing unit shall
provide its tax assessor-collector with a copy of the letter.

;Amount/Rate

$
26

0

50. 2019 total taxable value. Enter the amount from Line 37 of the Rollback Tax Rate

Worksheet.
$3,313,856,960

51. Additional rate for pollution control. Divide Line 49 by Line 50 and multiply by $100. $0/$100

52. 2019 rollback tax rate, adjusted for pollution control. Add Line 51 to one of the

following lines (as applicable); Line 39, Line 40 (counties) or Line 48 (taxing units with the
additional sales tax).

$0.711/$100

SECTION 5: Total Tax Rate

Indicate the applicable total tax rates as calculated above.

Effective tax rate (Line 24; line 25 for counties; or line 46 if adjusted for sales tax)

Rollback tax rate (Line 39; line 40 for counties; or line 48 if adjusted for sales tax)

Rollback tax rate adjusted for pollution control (Line 52)

$0,667

$0,711

$0,711

SECTION 6: Taxing Unit Representative Name and Signature

Enter the name of the person preparing the tax rate as authorized by the taxing unit.

print here Charlene Piggott
Printed Name of Taxing Unit Representative

sign here
Taxing Unit Representative Date

^^Tex. Tax Code Section 26.045(d)
^®Tex. Tax Code Section 26.045(i)



S:\Finance Share\BUDGET 2020\Agenda Items\Budget\2 - Tax Roll and Rate\Copy of 2019pennyontaxrate

Includes Residental & IDAs 525,127$                        

Tax rate increase                                                 x  4.3cents
2,258,046.78$               

Average Home Value in La Porte 135,000.00$      
Less Homestead Exemption (20%) 27,000.00$         

108,000.00$      

Tax at $.71 cents per 100 Dollars valuation 766.80$              
Tax at $.667 cents per 100 Dollars valuation 720.36$              

Annual reduction in citizen taxes (46.44)$              

HCAD loss 1,329,091.50$   
Industry Loss 928,954.50$      

2,258,046.00$  

HCAD Loss  Breakdown

Residental 40%
Commercial 38%
Industry 22%

100%

Approximately 60%  savings from HCAD will be passed to  Commercial and Industry.
Industrial District companies will save approximately $928,955 dollars.

City of La Porte
Penny on Tax Rate

La Porte Citizens receive nearly $800 million worth of exemptions on their appraised values, 
including, but not limited to, homestead, over 65, disabled and disabled veterans.



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested:  September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Corby Alexander, City Manager  

Department: Administration/CMO  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Proposed Ord. 2019-3747 redline version 

                Proposed Ord. 2019-3747 final version 

                Exhibits and analysis of rates 

 
 

SUMMARY 

 

Earlier this year, the Governor of Texas signed a bill into law banning the use of valuation in 
calculating residential building permit fees. La Porte, like many Texas cities, has a fee structure 
in place that based the cost of residential building permits on the value of the proposed 
improvement. An additional concern is that multi-family housing such as apartments are 
categorized as residential and must follow the banning of valuation for building permit fee 
calculations, too. Since this system is no longer lawful, the City needs to consider an alternate 
method to calculate the cost of residential building permits. 
 
At the June 24, 2019, City Council meeting, staff proposed to move to a system that would 
calculate permit costs on the total square footage of the permitted improvement. It was believed 
that the proposed rates would generate approximately the same amount of revenue from 
residential building permits as in previous years. Staff proposed that building permit fees would 
be $87.50 flat fee for improvements 250 square feet and smaller, while improvements greater 
than 250 square feet would be $87.50 plus $0.36 per additional square foot. Additionally, the 
re-inspection fee would be a flat $35. The plan review fee would be 50% of the permit fee for 
projects over 650 square feet. However, City Council asked staff to work with a City Council 
committee comprised by Councilmembers Garza, Bentley, and Earp to find a different solution 
to the rate structure. There were conceptual ideas from City Council that the City was too high 
on its fees and the fee structure was cumbersome to developers and homeowners; therefore, 
City staff met twice with the City Council committee to arrive at the currently submitted building 
permit fee structure: 
 

• New Residential Building Permits (R-1 zone), New Duplex/Triplex (R-2 zone) and New 
Multi-family Apartments (R-3 zone) would be charged $25 plus $0.39 per square foot in 
excess of 250 square feet. 
 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



• Existing (Remodel) Residential Permits (R-1 zone) would be charged $15 plus $0.39 
per square foot in excess of 250 square feet, while Existing (remodel) Duplex/Triples 
(R-2 zone) & Multi-family Apartments (R-3 zone) would be charged $25 plus $0.39 per 
square foot in excess of 250 square feet. 
 
 

• All (R-1, R-2 & R-3 zones) New Residential Building Permits under 250 square feet 
would be $10. 
 

• All other building permits for residential use (R-1, R-2 &R-3 zones) including but is not 
limited to repair, addition, expansion, replacement or new projects less than or equal to 
250 square feet; fence; roof; siding/window; foundation; irrigation; swimming pool; 
sidewalk; carpet; garage; patio; shed; driveway; and culvert would be charged $10 
each. 

 

• All construction disciplines (mechanical, plumbing & electrical) residential permits would 
be reduced to a $10 charge. 
 

• All construction disciplines (mechanical, plumbing, & electrical) residential permit re-
inspection fees would be reduced to a $10 charge. 
 

• There would be no fees for any residential building plan review. 
 
Staff has prepared a financial analysis of the difference in fee structures from the current fee 
structure based upon usage of cost valuation vs. the proposed changes to the building permit 
and plan review fees using square footage in the calculations. The attachments provide three 
(3) scenarios: new multi-family construction apartment complex with 13 buildings and total 
324,854 square feet; new 2,364 square foot single-family home; and an existing full-remodel 
for 1,408 square foot home. 
 

Additionally, as the Assistant City Attorney assisted staff with amending Chapter 82 “Buildings 
and Building Regulations” and Appendices there were two other issues noted within Chapter 
82 exhibits that needed to be corrected: 
 

• Division 5. Standards, which stated the fine for violations of this article were deleted 
from Exhibit A and a new Exhibit B was created that listed all of the fine for violations of 
each article (building, plumbing, electric, energy conservation and mechanical codes). 
The amount has not changed and will remain at $2,000. 
 

• Article V. Fuel Gas Code Permits was originally repealed by Ordinance 2013-3481, but 
MuniCode failed to remove this section from our Code of Ordinances; therefore, this 
revision has been made within this amendment to correct this oversite. 

 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

Move to adopt Ordinance 2019-3747, amending Chapter 82, "Buildings and Building 
Regulations" - Appendix A "Fees" of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Porte, for the 
purpose of changing fees for city residential building permits and residential mechanical 
permits. 
 



 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 



ORDINANCE NO. 2019-3747 
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 82 “BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS” - 

APPENDIX A “FEES” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, BY 

CHANGING FEES FOR ISSUANCE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING, MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, 

AND PLUMBING PERMITS, AND AMENDING CHAPTER 82 “BUILDINGS AND BUILDING 

REGULATIONS” – APPENDIX B “FINES”; CONTAINING A REPEALING CLAUSE; 

CONTAINING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; FINDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN 

MEETINGS LAW; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE: 

 

 Section 1. Chapter 82 “Buildings and Building Regulations”- Appendix A “Fees”,  of the City of La 

Porte Code of Ordinances of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Porte, providing fees for issuance of 

residential building, mechanical, electrical, and plumbing permits, is hereby amended in its entirety, and shall 

hereinafter read as shown on Exhibit "A", inclusive, attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein and 

made a part hereof for all purposes. 

Section 2. That the City of La Porte Code of Ordinances - Appendix B “Fines”, is hereby amended 

by adding Chapter 82 “Buildings and Building Regulations”, and shall hereinafter read as shown on Exhibit "B", 

inclusive, attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein and made a part hereof for all purposes. 

 Section 3. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites, and declares that a sufficient written 

notice of the date, hour, place and subject of  this meeting of the City Council was posted at a place convenient 

to the public at the City Hall of the City for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the 

Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public as 

required by law at all times during which this ordinance and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, 

considered and formally acted upon.  The City Council further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice 

and the contents posting thereof. 

Section 4.  Each and every provision, paragraph, sentence and clause of this Ordinance has been 

separately considered and passed by the City Council of the City of La Porte, Texas, and each said provision would 



have been separately passed without any other provision, and if any provision hereof shall be ineffective, invalid or 

unconstitutional, for any cause, it shall not impair or affect the remaining portion, or any part thereof, but the valid 

portion shall be in force just as if it had been passed alone. 

Section 5.  All other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed, but to 

the extent of such conflict only. 

Section 6. This Ordinance shall be effective from and after its passage and approval, and it is so 

ordered. The fees in this ordinance shall be effective upon passage and approval of this Ordinance, unless 

otherwise indicated. 

PASSED AND APPROVED, this ________ day of _______________________, 2019. 

 

      CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_______________________________ __________________________________ 

Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 

 



      “EXHIBIT A” 

 

Chapter 82. Buildings and Building Regulations  

Penalties. Where work is started without the required permit, the fee herein specified shall be doubled. The payment 

of such double fee shall not relieve any persons from fully complying with the requirements in the execution of the 

work nor from any other applicable penalties.  

Article II. Building Code    

       

(1)  Residential Building Permit Fee Schedule  

Building Permit Fee – 

Structure greater than 250 

sq. feet 

R- 1 Zone 

Existing structure - $15.00 + $0.39/sq. foot 

New structure - $25.00 + $0.39/sq. foot 

R-2 and R-3 Zone 

Existing structure - $25.00 + $0.39/sq. foot 

New structure - $25.00 + $0.39/sq. foot 

Building Permit Fee – 

Structure equal to or less 

than 250 sq. feet 

R-1, R-2 and R-3 Zones  

New and existing structure - $10.00 

All other building permits for residential use (R-1, R-2 and R-3 Zones):                $10.00 each 

(includes but is not limited to repair, addition, expansion, replacement or new projects less than or equal to 250 sq. ft.; fence; roof; 

siding/window; foundation; irrigation; swimming pool; sidewalk; carport; garage; patio; shed; driveway; and culvert.) 

 
 

 

 

https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLAUSRE_CH82BUBURE


(2)  Commercial (Non-Residential) Building Permit Fee Schedule  

Total Valuation of 

Project  
Fee  

$1,000.00 and less  $20.00  

$1,001.00 to 

$50,000.00  

$20.00 for the first $1,000.00 plus $7.50 for each additional thousand or fraction thereof, to 

and including $50,000.00  

$50,001.00 to 

$100,000.00  

$387.50 for the first $50,000.00 plus $6.00 for each additional thousand or fraction thereof, 

to and including $100,000.00  

$100,001.00 to 

$500,000.00  

$687.50 for the first $100,000.00 plus $4.50 for each additional thousand or fraction thereof, 

to and including $500,000.00  

$500,001.00 and up  
$2,487.50 for the first $500,000.00 plus $3.50 for each additional thousand or fraction 

thereof  

Plan Review Fee 

Reinspection fee  

50% of Permit Fee  

$35.00 

 

 

MOVING FEE Moving Fees  

(1) Fee for the moving of any building or structure  $150.00   

(2)                                House/building pre-relocation inspection fee  100.00   

Plan review fee: Commercial (non-residential) projects—50% of permit fee  82-36  

Residential projects over $30,000 valuation—50% of permit fee  82-36  

Article III. Plumbing Code    

(1) Residential Plumbing Permits   

(a) Permit Fee – all structures    10.00  

(b) Reinspection Fee – all structures    10.00  

(2) Commercial Plumbing Permits   

(a)  Fixtures/drains/traps, each .....  3.75   

(b)  Sewer (New, repair or replacement), each .....  7.50   

(c)  Septic tank/seepage pit or drain field, each .....  15.00   

(d)  Water heater, each .....  3.75   

(e)  Gap piping system (One to four outlets, flat fee) .....  7.50   

https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLAUSRE_CH82BUBURE_ARTIIBUCO_S82-36PLREFE
https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLAUSRE_CH82BUBURE_ARTIIBUCO_S82-36PLREFE


(f)  Gap piping system (Over four outlets, per outlet basis) .....  1.50   

(g)  Water piping and/or water treating equipment (Installation, alteration or repair), each .....  7.50   

(h)  Drain or vent (Repair or alteration), each .....  7.50   

(i)  Backflow protection device/vacuum breaker    

 (One to five, each one) .....  3.75   

 (Over five, each one) .....  2.25   

(j)  Reinspection fees .....  35.00   

(k)  Permit issue fee .....  15.00   

(l)  Minimum permit fee .....  20.00   

Article IV. Electrical Code    

(1) Residential Electrical Permits   

(a) Permit Fee – all structures    10.00  

(b) Reinspection Fee – all structures    10.00  

(2) Commercial Electrical Permits   

Division 4. Inspections    

(a)  Inspection fees:   82-311  
 (1)  Outlets (first five) .....  3.00   

  (including fixtures, lights and switches)    

 (2)  Outlets (all other), each .....  0.60   

 (3)  Clothes washer/dryer .....  2.00   

 (4)  Range receptacle .....  3.00   

 (5)  Cook top or oven .....  1.50   

 (6)  Garbage disposal .....  1.50   

 (7)  Dishwasher .....  1.50   

 (8)  Water heater .....  3.75   

 (9)  A/C, window unit receptacle .....  3.00   

 (14)  Temporary saw pole (T-pole) .....  15.00   

 (15)  Meter loop and service (includes temporary cut-in) .....  15.00   

 (16)  Issue fee (permit) .....  7.50   

 (17)  Reinspection fee .....  35.00   

 (18)  Minimum charge on permits .....  20.00   

 (19)  Reconnection fee .....  15.00   

 (24)  Motors:    

  a.  
Up to one-half hp 

.....  
1.50   

  b.  
One-half hp and up 

to ten hp .....  
2.50   

  c.  
Ten hp and up to 50 

hp .....  
3.50   

  d.  
50 hp and over, per 

hp .....  
4.50   

Division 5. Standards    

(a)  Fine for violation of this article: .....  2000.00  82-336  

Article V. Fuel Gas Code Permits     

https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLAUSRE_CH82BUBURE_ARTIVELCO_DIV4IN_S82-311SCFEIN
https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLAUSRE_CH82BUBURE_ARTIVELCO_DIV5ST_S82-336NAELCODO


(Gas permits shall be applied for and issued under the plumbing permit.)    

(a)  Gap piping system (One to four outlets, flat fee) .....  7.50   

(b)  Gap piping system (Over four outlets, per outlet basis) .....  1.50   

(c)  Reinspection fees .....  35.00   

(d)  Permit issue fee .....  15.00   

(e)  Minimum permit fee .....  20.00   

Article VII. Mechanical Permits    

(Heating, ventilating, ductwork, air conditioning and refrigeration systems.)    

(1) Residential Mechanical Permits   

(a) Permit Fee – all structures    10.00  

(b) Reinspection Fee – all structures    10.00  

(2) Commercial Mechanical Permits   

(a)  First $1,000.00 valuation, or fraction thereof .....  15.00   

 Each additional $1,000.00 valuation or fraction thereof .....  3.00   

(b)  Reinspection fees .....  35.00   

(c)  Permit issue fee .....  15.00   

(d)  Minimum permit fee .....  30.00   

Article IX. Demolition of Buildings and Other Structures    

Division 2. Permit    

(a)  Fee for permit, nonrefundable .....  75.00  82-537  
 Plus: Property owner, refundable cash bond .....  250.00   

 Contractor, refundable cash bond .....  500.00   

Article X. Earth Removal    

Division 2. Permit    

(a)  Fee for permit .....  2,500.00  82-595  

Article XI. Swimming Pools    

(a)  Fee for public pools' operating license (annual and renewal) .....  25.00  82-634(d)  

(b)  Fee for proration of fees (after May 1), per elapsed month .....  1.00   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLAUSRE_CH82BUBURE_ARTIXDEBUOTST_DIV2PE_S82-537FE
https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLAUSRE_CH82BUBURE_ARTXEARE_DIV2PE_S82-595FE
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“EXHIBIT B” 

 

 

Chapter 82. Building and Building Regulations   

Article II. Building Code    

(a)  Fine for violation of article  2000.00  82-31  

 

  

Article III. Plumbing Code    

(a)  Fine for violation of article  2000.00  82-66  

 

  

Article IV. Electric Code    

(a)  Fine for violation of article  2000.00  82-336  

 

  

Article VI. Energy Conservation Code    

(a)  Fine for violation of article  2000.00  82-412  

 

  

Article VII. Mechanical Code    

(a)   Fine for violation of article  2000.00  82-441  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPAGEOR_CH22BU
https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPAGEOR_CH50PARE_ARTVISYBE_DIV1GE_S50-186ALPR
https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPAGEOR_CH50PARE_ARTVISYBE_DIV1GE_S50-186ALPR
https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPAGEOR_CH50PARE_ARTVISYBE_DIV1GE_S50-186ALPR
https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPAGEOR_CH50PARE_ARTVISYBE_DIV1GE_S50-186ALPR
https://library.municode.com/tx/la_porte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPAGEOR_CH50PARE_ARTVISYBE_DIV1GE_S50-186ALPR


 
CURRENT FEES 

(VALUATION METHOD)
PROPOSED FEES BY CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE 

($25.00 + $0.39 SQ FT >250 SQ FT) 
BUILDING PERMIT FEE (INCLUDES ALL 13 BLDGS) 65,487.50$                       126,693.00$                                                                            

PLAN REVIEW 32,743.75$                       0
BASE FEE 0 25.00

ELECTRICAL PERMIT 20,819.90$                       130.00$                                                                                    
PLUMBING PERMIT 12,090.00$                       130.00$                                                                                    

MECHANICAL PERMIT* (PERMITS HAVE NOT BEEN 
REQUESTED AS OF YET) 0 0

TOTAL 131,141.15$                     126,978.00$                                                                            

FIGURES ARE BASED ON PERMITS SUBMITTED FOR ONE BUILDING AND MULTIPLIED X 13 WHERE APPLICABLE
*NO PERMIT APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED, THEREFORE NO PERMIT FEES HAVE BEEN ASSESSED

NEW MULTI-FAMILY CONSTRUCTION (CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION-13 BLDGS PROPOSED, 
ONLY 1 BLDG HAS STARTED CONSTRUCTION) DOMAIN APTS 3300 BAY AREA BLVD                

324,854 SQ FT     (VALUATION $18,5000,000)



CURRENT FEES 
(VALUATION METHOD)

PROPOSED FEES ($15.00 + $0.39 SQ FT >250 
SQ FT) BY CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE

BUILDING PERMIT 447.50$                             549.00$                                                                
BASE FEE 15.00$                                                                  

PLAN REVIEW 223.75$                             0
ELECTRICAL PERMIT 119.80$                             10.00$                                                                  
PLUMBING PERMIT 67.50$                               10.00$                                                                  

MECHANICAL PERMIT 45.00$                               10.00$                                                                  
TOTAL 903.55$                             594.00$                                                                

SINGLE FAMILY HOME-FULL REMODEL                      
1,408 SQ FT     (VALUATION $60,000)



CURRENT FEES 
(VALUATION METHOD)

PROPOSED FEES BY CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE 
($25.00 + $0.39 SQ FT >250 SQ FT) 

BUILDING PERMIT 782.00$                                924.00$                                                                                
BASE FEE 25.00$                                                                                  

PLAN REVIEW 422.50$                                0
ELECTRICAL PERMIT 128.75$                                10.00$                                                                                  
PLUMBING PERMIT 63.75$                                  10.00$                                                                                  

MECHANICAL PERMIT 39.00$                                  10.00$                                                                                  
TOTAL 1,436.00$                             979.00$                                                                               

NEW CONSTRUCTION - SINGLE FAMILY HOME                  

2,369 SQ FT     (VALUATION $120,819)



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested:  September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Louis R. Rigby, Mayor  

Department: City Council  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Ordinance 2019-3758 

                Current, proposed redline, and proposed 

                clean versions of the Council Rules of 

                Procedure 
 
 

SUMMARY 

 
The City Council adopted the current Organization and Procedures for City Council Meetings with 
Ordinance 2003-2646A in May 2008 (first established by Ordinance 2003-2646 in July 2003). Changes 
in custom, procedure, and law over the last decade make it appropriate for review and potential 
amendment. 
 
Additionally, it is proposed that the current City Council Ethics Policy (adopted in 2013) be made a part 
of the Rules of Procedure, so it has been reviewed and several items near the end have been 
recommended for deletion. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 

No motion necessary for the September 9 reading, it has been brought for discussion at this 
meeting. 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-3758 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL’S ADOPTED RULES OF PROCEDURE 

FOR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS; AMENDING AN ETHICS AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

POLICY FOR CITY OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES; FINDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; CONTAINING A REPEALING CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. 
 

WHEREAS, Section 2.07. Meetings. b. Rules. provides that “City council shall determine its own rules 

and order of business.”; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted Ordinance 2003-2646-A on May 19, 2008, updating the 

organization and procedures for City Council meetings and thereby repealing Ordinances 1435 and 1435-

A; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted Ordinance 2013-3489 on July 22, 2013, establishing an ethics and 

conflict of interest policy applicable to City officials and employees; and 
 

WHEREAS, the passage of time has allowed for additional review of legislation and consideration of 

suitable rules and guidelines for the procedures of City Council meetings and the conduct of members of 

Council at all times. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE: 
 

Section 1. The Rules of Procedure for the City Council of the City of La Porte are hereby amended as 

attached. 
 

Section 2. Open Meetings Law Notice. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites, and declares that 

a sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City Council was posted at a 

place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City for the time required by law preceding this meeting, 

as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been 

open to the public as required by law at all times during which this ordinance and the subject matter thereof has 

been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City Council further ratifies, approves and confirms 

such written notice and the contents and posting thereof. 
 

Section 1-226. Repeal. Ordinance 2003-2646-A and Ordinance 2013-3489 are repealed as of the effective date 

hereof. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such 

conflict only. 
 

Section 1-227. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and approval. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED, this ________ day of _______________________, 2019. 
       

CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 
 

 



 

ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 

 

_______________________________   __________________________________ 

Lee Woodward, City Secretary    Clark T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 
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Section 1 – GENERAL 
 
Parliamentary law and the rules of procedure derived from such law are essential to all deliberative 
organizations so that they may consider all matters before them in an effective and efficient manner 
and produce results that are legal and binding. Moreover, such procedural safeguards ensure due 
process during deliberations among members of the organization while at the same time protecting 
the rights of both the group and each member. Accordingly, these rules of procedure establish 
guidelines to be followed by all persons attending City Council meetings, including members of the 
City Council, administrative staff, news media, citizens, and visitors. 
 
Section 2 – AUTHORITY 
 
The City Charter of La Porte, Texas, provides in Article II. City Council, Section 2.07 that the 
Council “shall meet regularly as such times as may be prescribed by its rules but not less frequently 
than once each month.” and that the Council “shall determine its own rules and order of business.”  
Thus, these rules of procedure are established. In the event of any conflict between the City Charter 
and these rules of procedure, the City Charter shall prevail. 
 
The parliamentary reference for the City Council is the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of 
Order Newly Revised (RONR). When any issue concerning procedure arises that is not covered by 
the Rules of Procedure, the City Charter, or state law, the Council will refer to RONR, which shall 
determine such procedural issue. 
 
Section 3 – MEETINGS 
 
The City Council shall follow both the letter and the spirit of Chapter 551 of the Texas Government 
Code (the Texas Open Meetings Act). 
 
3.01. Regular Meetings. 

 
(A) Time. The City Council will generally hold regular meetings on the second and fourth 

Monday of each month, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
(B) Place. All regular, special, and workshop meetings of the City Council shall be held in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall, 604 West Fairmont Parkway, in the City of La Porte, Texas, 
unless otherwise directed by City Council, or required by law. 

 
3.02. Special Meetings. The Mayor on his own motion or at the request of the City Manager shall 
call special meetings of the City Council whenever in their opinion the public business may require 
it, or at the express written request of any three (3) members of the City Council. Such written 
request shall be filed with the City Secretary, and shall contain the agenda item requested for the 
special meeting. Whenever a special meeting shall be called, notice shall be given,  
 
3.03. Agenda. The Mayor, the City Manager, the City Secretary, or the City Attorney, or any three 
(3) members of the City Council by written request, may place an item on a City Council agenda. 
The written request by three (3) members of City Council shall include a clear description of the 
proposed action by the Council (in the form of a proposed motion), or shall clearly state the item is 
for discussion purposes only, shall be of sufficient detail to allow staff to contribute background 
information on the topic, and shall be filed with the City Secretary by 5:00 p.m., Thursday, two 
weeks prior to the Monday night City Council meeting (and a commensurate period for special 
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meetings) Any deviations from or amendments to an agenda, either past the established deadlines 
or once posted, should be exceedingly rare and of a clearly significant nature. All reports, 
communications, ordinances, resolutions, contract documents, or other matters to be submitted to 
the Council shall also be delivered to the City Secretary on the same schedule. 
 
The City Secretary will coordinate the placement and content of items on the agenda with the City 
Manager, who will resolve any conflicts with Mayor and Councilpersons. Agenda items may be 
removed only by the person who initially placed that item on the agenda 
 
Drafts of contracts, ordinances, resolutions, or other items requiring review should be submitted to 
the City Attorney in a manner timely enough to allow for their review prior to this submittal deadline 
above. None of the foregoing matters shall be presented to the Council by the administrative 
officials except those of an urgent nature, and the same, when so presented, shall have the written 
approval of the City Manager before presentation. 
 
Section 4 - STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 
 
4.01. City Councilpersons. 
 
It is important that Councilpersons demonstrate civility to one another as individuals, for the validity 
of different opinions, for the democratic process, and for the community and citizens being served. 
Elected officials should exhibit appropriate behavior. All members of the City Council have equal 
votes and all Councilpersons speak only for themselves. 
 
4.02. Council Relations with the Media. 
 
All City press releases, media advisories, story suggestions, or similar items should go through the 
City Secretary’s office for distribution, with exception of factual police department bulletins which 
designated officers may send directly, with copy to the City Secretary. 
 
4.03. Citizens and Visitors. 
 

(A) Reactions from the audience following the recognition and rewarding of citizens and 
special guests is considered appropriate and encouraged. Reactions from the audience 
during staff presentations to the Council and during debate between Councilpersons are 
not appropriate and not permitted. The presiding officer will ensure that the decorum of 
the meeting is maintained and is appropriate. 

 
(B) No placards, banners, or signs will be permitted in the City Council chamber or in any 

other room in which the City Council is meeting. Exhibits, displays, and visual aids used 
in connection with presentations to the City Council, however, are permitted. 

 
With the exception of those locations designated as free speech venues, City Hall may not be used 
for political campaign-related functions or events. City resources or equipment may not be used for 
election campaigning which includes, but is not limited to, the passing out of campaign flyers, signs, 
buttons, or other campaign materials for any candidate or officeholder. No one may make a 
contribution to a candidate or officeholder in City Hall. No one may solicit support for a candidate 
or officeholder or accept a contribution for such in City Hall. Campaign flyers, signs, buttons, or 
other campaign materials for any candidate or officeholder are prohibited in City Hall or on City 
property except as allowed by state law. (This paragraph also addresses the political signs 
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on City property discussion, which the Council may instead choose to address via a 
separate document.) 
 
Section 5 – DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF COUNCILPERSONS 
 
5.01.     Seating Arrangement. 
 
The Mayor shall determine seating of the Council and Charter Officers. 
 
5.02. Conflict of Interest. 
 
A City Councilperson prevented from voting by a conflict of interest, shall step down from the dais 
and leave the room (per Sec. 3(c)(4) of the City’s adopted Ethics Policy, attached as Appendix A), 
shall not vote on the matter, shall not participate in discussions regarding the matter or attempt to 
influence the Council’s deliberation of the matter in any way, shall not attend executive sessions 
regarding the matter, and shall otherwise comply with the state law and city ordinances concerning 
conflicts of interest including Chapter 171 of the Local Government Code. 
 
5.03. Voting. 

(A) When a vote is called, every member present shall vote either "Aye" or "No" except on 
matters involving a conflict of interest that compels a Councilperson to abstain. 

 
(B) Any vote to which there is an objection shall be taken by counted vote; except that, on 

the demand of a single Councilperson, a roll call vote shall be taken. After the result of 
a vote is announced, a member may not change a vote unless, before the adjournment of 
that meeting, permission is given to change the vote by a majority vote of the members 
present. 

 
Section 6 - CHAIR AND DUTIES 
 
6.01. The Presiding Officer-Duties. The presiding officer of the Council shall be the Mayor. The 
Presiding Officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at all regular and special meetings of the 
Council. He shall state every question coming before the Council, announce the decision of the 
Council on all subjects and decide all questions of order, subject, however, to an appeal to the 
Council, in which event a majority vote of the Council shall govern and conclusively determine 
such question of order. He shall be entitled to vote on all questions. He shall sign all ordinances and 
resolutions adopted by the Council during his presence. In the event of the absence of the Mayor, 
the Mayor Pro Tem shall sign ordinances or resolutions as then adopted. 
 
6.02. Call to Order-Presiding Officer. The Mayor, or in his absence, the Mayor Pro Tem, shall 
take the chair precisely at the hour appointed for the meeting, and shall immediately call the Council 
to order. In the absence of the Mayor or the Mayor Pro Tem, the City Secretary, or his or her 
Assistant, shall call the Council to order, whereupon a temporary chairman shall be elected by 
members of the Council present. Upon arrival of the Mayor or the Mayor Pro Tem, the temporary 
chairman shall immediately relinquish the chair upon the conclusion of the business immediately 
before the Council. 
 
6.03. Roll Call. Before proceeding with the business of the Council, the City Secretary, or his or 
her deputy shall note in the minutes the names of those present. Late arrivals or departures of 
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Council members shall be noted by the Presiding Officer, and recorded by the City Secretary in the 
minutes. 
 
6.04. Quorum. A majority of all the members elected to the Council shall constitute a quorum at 
any regular or special meeting of the Council. In the absence of a quorum, the Presiding Officer 
shall, at the request of any three (3) members present, compel the attendance of absent members. 
 
6.05. Order of Business.  All meetings of the Council shall be open to the public, in accordance 
with the Texas Open Meetings Act. Promptly at the hour set on the day of each regular meeting as 
posted as required by law, the members of the Council, the City Secretary, the City Attorney, the 
Mayor, and the City Manager, shall take their regular stations in the Council Chambers, and the 
business of the Council shall generally be taken up for consideration and disposition in the following 
order: 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Invocation and Pledges of Allegiance 
3. Proclamations and Presentations 
4. Public Comments 
5. Consent Agenda. (Any member of the Council may remove any item from the Consent 

Agenda for discussion.) These items are typically routine in nature. 
6.     Statutory Agenda 
7.     Reports of City Officers and Staff  
8.     Administrative Reports. 
9.    Items of Community Interest (in accordance with state law) 
10.  Executive and/or workshop sessions (as appropriate) 
11.   Reconvene in public session (as needed following executive sessions) 
12.  Adjournment 

 
6.06. Rules of Debate. 
 

(A) Presiding Officer May Debate and Vote, Etc. The Mayor or Mayor Pro Tem, or such other 
member of the Council as may be presiding may move, second and debate from the chair, 
subject only to such limitations of debate as are by these rules imposed on all members and 
shall not be deprived of any of the rights and privileges of a Councilperson by reason of his 
acting as the Presiding Officer. 
 

(B) Getting the Floor-Improper References to be Avoided. Every member desiring to speak 
shall address the Chair, and, upon recognition by the Presiding Officer, shall confine 
himself to the question under debate, avoiding all personalities and indecorous language. 
 

(C) Interruptions. A member, once recognized, shall not be interrupted when speaking unless 
it be to call him to order, or as herein otherwise provided. If a member, while speaking, be 
called to order, he shall cease speaking until the question of order be determined, and, if in 
order, he shall be permitted to proceed. 
 

(D) Remarks of Councilperson--When Entered in Minutes. A Councilperson may request, 
through the Presiding Officer, the privilege of having an abstract of his statement on any 
subject under consideration by the Council entered in the minutes. If the Council consents 
thereto, such statement shall be entered in the minutes. 
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(E) Synopsis of Debate--When Entered in Minutes. The City Secretary may be directed by the 
Presiding Officer, with consent of the Council, to enter in the minutes a synopsis of the 
discussion on any question coming regularly before the Council. 
 

(F) Relevance of Debate. In the interest of being respectful of the time commitment of City 
Councilpersons, the Council expects that issues adequately addressed prior to the meeting 
not be reprised during the meeting. 

 
6.07. Addressing the Council.  Before each meeting of City Council the City Secretary shall make 
public comment forms available, on which any taxpayer or resident, or his authorized representative, 
or any member of the public, may sign his name and address, and indicate the subject matter on 
which he wishes to speak. 
 

(A) Individuals may address the Council by oral communication by completing all requested 
information on the public comment form, and placing it at the City Secretary’s desk on the 
dais, not later than five (5) minutes before commencement of the meeting. Oral 
communication to Council shall be in the manner provided in Section 1.212 hereof. 

 
(A) Time Limit. Each person addressing the Council shall step up to the podium, shall give his 

name and address in an audible tone of voice for the records, and unless further time is 
granted by the Council, shall limit his address to five (5) minutes. All remarks shall be 
addressed to the Council as a body and not to any member thereof. No person, other than 
the Council and the person having the floor shall be permitted to enter into any discussion, 
either directly or through a member of the Council, without the permission of the Presiding 
Officer. No question shall be asked to a Councilperson except through the Presiding Officer. 
Any such question shall be referred by City Council to the City Manager, for further 
handling. 

 
(B) Limits on Repetitive or Redundant Presentations. The City Council shall have the right to 

place reasonable limits on the length of presentations made during the comment period, in 
accordance with law. For such purposes the City Council may limit the length of the 
individual presentations made. Subject to the foregoing, the City Council shall not place 
limits on discussion of specific subject matter as it relates to any constitutionally guaranteed 
right of freedom of speech, or otherwise discriminate against a particular point of view. 7/19 
addition in light of HB 2840 changes made above – Persons wishing to address the 
Council on more than one agenda item in a single meeting must speak on them all the first 
time they are called upon (additional time is not given for additional items – emailing, 
writing, calling, or visiting with Councilpersons outside of meetings is, of course, 
unlimited). 

 
6.09. Silence Constitutes Affirmative Vote. Unless a member of the Council states that he is not 
voting, his silence shall be recorded as an affirmative vote. 
 
6.10. Decorum. 
 

(A) By Councilpersons. While the Council is in session, the members must preserve order and 
decorum, and a member shall neither, by conversation or otherwise, delay or interrupt the 
proceedings or the peace of the Council nor disturb any member while speaking or refuse to 
obey the orders of the Council or its Presiding Officer, except as otherwise herein provided. 
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(B) By Persons. Any person making personal, impertinent, or slanderous remarks or who shall 
become boisterous while addressing the Council shall be forthwith, by the Presiding Officer, 
barred from further audience before the Council, unless permission to continue be granted 
by a majority vote of the Council. 

 
6.11. Enforcement of Decorum. The Chief of Police, or such member or members of the Police 
Department as he may designate, shall be Sergeant-at-Arms of the Council meetings. He, or they, 
shall carry out all orders and instructions given by the Presiding Officer for the purpose of 
maintaining order and decorum at the Council meeting. Upon instructions of the Presiding Officer, 
it shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms, or any of them present, to remove any person who 
violates the order and decorum of the meeting. 
 
6.12. Special Committees. The establishment and members of all special committees shall be decided 
by a majority vote of the Council, unless prescribed by the City Charter or other action of the 
Council. 
 
Section 6.13. Ordinances, Resolutions, and Contracts. 

 
(A) I. All ordinances, resolutions and contract documents shall, before presentation to the 

Council, have been approved as to form and legality by the City Attorney or his authorized 
representative, and shall have been examined and approved for administration by the City 
Manager or his authorized representative, where there are substantive matters of 
administration involved. 

 
(1) Ordinances, resolutions, and other matters or subjects requiring action by the Council 

must initially be produced/written, introduced, and sponsored per the guidelines of 
3.03 Agenda, above. 

(2) No ordinance shall relate to more than one subject, which shall be clearly expressed in 
its title, and no ordinance, or section thereof, shall be amended or repealed unless the 
new ordinance contains the title of the ordinance or section amended or repealed, and 
when practical all ordinances shall be introduced as amendments to existing 
ordinances or sections thereof. 

 
6.14. Reports and Resolutions to be Filed with the City Secretary. All reports and resolutions 
shall be filed with the City Secretary and entered on the minutes. 
 
Section 7 – CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 
7.01.   Council Committees Established. 
 

(A) The following standing committees of the City Council are established: 
 

(1) Fiscal Affairs Committee 
(2) Drainage and Flooding Committee 

 
(B) Each standing committee shall review matters in its area of responsibility that are 

referred to it by the City Council or the City Manager. A standing committee may, 
by majority vote, recommend action to the City Council, but committee 
recommendation is not necessary for a matter to be placed on the City Council 
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agenda. The committee chair may make a statement on behalf of the committee on 
an item in a meeting of the Council. 

 
7.02.  Appointment. Appointment to and composition of the committees has been established 
through prior Council action and may be amended by such. 

 
7.03. Council Committee Meetings. 
 

(A) Council standing committees shall meet as necessary. 
 

(B) The committee chair shall develop committee meeting agendas through coordination 
with fellow committee members and appropriate supporting staff members. The 
committee chair will coordinate with the City Secretary to ensure that the committee 
meeting agenda is posted as appropriate. 

 
7.04. Council Ad Hoc Committees. 
 

The Mayor may appoint ad hoc committees from time to time to study and review 
specific issues. The Mayor shall determine the number of members and appoint a 
chair of ad hoc committees. The ad hoc committees shall be established for a 
designated period of time, which may be extended by the Mayor and shall meet as 
needed. The Mayor shall formally announce the establishment of any ad hoc 
committee along with his appointments to that committee in a session of Council 
prior to the committee convening to conduct business. 

 
Section 8 – RULES SUSPENSION 
 
Any provision of these rules not governed by the City Charter, City Code, or state law may be 
temporarily suspended by a two-thirds vote of the members of the City Council present. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

ETHICS POLICY 
 
Section 1. Policy and purposes. 

 
(A) General policy statement. It is the policy of the city that all city officials and 

employees shall conduct themselves both inside and outside the city's service so as to 
give no occasion for distrust of their integrity, impartiality, or devotion to the best 
interest of the city and the public trust which the city holds. 

 
(B) Appearance of impropriety. Public service is a public trust. All city officials and 

employees are stewards of the public trust. They have a responsibility to the citizens 
of the city to administer and enforce the City Charter and city ordinances. To ensure 
and enhance public confidence in city government, each city official and employee 
must strive not only to maintain technical compliance with the principles of ethical 
conduct set forth in this article and in state law, but also to avoid the appearance of 
impropriety at all times. 
 

(C) This code of ethics has three purposes: 
(1) To encourage ethical conduct on the part of city officials and employees; 
(2) To encourage public service with the city; 
(3) To establish standards for ethical conduct for city officials and employees by 
defining and prohibiting conduct that is incompatible with the interests of the city; 

 
(D) 'This code of ethics is not intended to be used as a political weapon or to intimidate or 

embarrass affected persons. The officials charged with administration of this code of 
ethics shall administer it in a manner that avoids any such use of this code of ethics. 

 
Section 2. Definitions. 

 
In this policy: 

 
Benefit means anything reasonably regarded as pecuniary gain or pecuniary advantage, 
including any money, real or personal property, purchase, sale, lease, contract, option, 
credit, loan, discount, service or other tangible or intangible thing of value. Benefit 
includes a pecuniary gain or pecuniary advantage to any other person in whose welfare 
the beneficiary has a direct and substantial interest. 

 
Business entity means a sole proprietorship, partnership, firm, corporation, holding 
company, joint-stock company, receivership, trust, unincorporated association, or any 
other entity recognized by law, including a nonprofit organization or governmental entity. 

 
Economic interest includes a legal or equitable interest in real property, personal 
property, or intangible property, or a contractual right, including but not limited to receipt 
of compensation and/or benefits. Service by a city official or employee as an officer, 
director, advisor, or other active participant in a nonprofit educational, religious, 
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charitable, fraternal, or civic organization does not create for that city official or employee 
an economic interest in the property of the organization. Ownership of an interest in a 
mutual or common investment fund that holds securities or other assets is not an economic 
interest in the securities or other assets unless the person in question participates in the 
management of the fund. 

 
Employee means any person employed by the city, whether under civil service regulations 
or not, including those individuals on a part-time basis, but not including any independent 
contractor. 

 
Immediate family means the spouse, children, brothers, sisters and parents of an officer 
or employee. 

 
Officer or official means the mayor or any member of the city council and any appointive 
member of a city board, commission or committee established by ordinance, charter or 
state law. 

 
Section 3. Prohibition against involvement in actions affecting economic interests. 

 
(A) General rule. It shall be a violation of this policy for a city official or employee to 

participate in any proceedings or take any official action that he or she knows is likely 
to: 
(1) Affect an economic interest of: 

(a) The official or employee; 
(b) His or her immediate family member; 
(c) A member of his or her household; 
(d) An outside employer of the official or employee or of his or her immediate 

family member; 
(e) A business entity in which the official or employee or his or her immediate 

family member holds an economic interest; 
(f) A business entity for which the city official or employee serves as an 

employee, officer or director, or otherwise functions in any policy making 
position; or 

(g) A person or business entity from whom the official or employee, or his or her 
immediate family member, has solicited, received and not rejected, or 
accepted an offer of employment within the past twelve months; or 

(2) Confer a benefit on the official or employee, or deprive the official or employee of 
a benefit, where the effect of the action on the official or employee is 
distinguishable from the effect of the action on other employees or officials, 
members of the public in general or a substantial segment of the public. 

 
(B) Meaning of "affect". 

(1) In subsection (a)(l) above, an action is likely to affect an official's or employee's 
economic interest if it meets all of the following: 
(a) The action is likely to have an effect on that interest, either positive or 

negative, that is distinguishable from its effect on other employees or officials, 
members of the public in general or a substantial segment of the public. 

(b) The effect of the action on that interest is direct, and not secondary or indirect. 



 

12  

However, the action need not be the only producing cause of the effect in order 
for the effect to be direct. 

(c) The effect on the interest must be more than insignificant or de minimis in 
nature or value. 

(2) In determining whether a person, entity or property is or was affected by an 
official's or employee's participation in proceedings, vote or decision, it will not be 
necessary to prove the actual existence or occurrence of an economic effect or 
consequence if the effect or consequence would be reasonably expected to exist or 
occur. 

 
(C) Recusal and disclosure. A city official or employee whose conduct would otherwise 

violate subsection (a), or a state conflict of interest law if he or she participated in 
proceedings or took an action, must abstain from participation in the action in 
accordance with the following: 
(1) Immediately refrain from further participation in the matter, including discussions 

with any persons likely to consider the matter, from the time he or she discovers 
or reasonably should have discovered the matter triggering the recusal; 

(2) Promptly file necessary documentation disclosing the nature and extent of the 
interest triggering the recusal with the city clerk, if the person is an official, or with 
the person's supervisor, if the person is an employee; 

(3) Promptly notify the person's supervisor of the nature and extent of the interest 
triggering the recusal, if the person is a city employee, so that the supervisor can 
reassign responsibility for handling the matter to another person; and 

(4) Promptly disclose the interest triggering the recusal, if the person is a member of 
the city council, a city board or commission, to other members of the city council, 
board or commission, and leave the room in which the city council, board or 
commission is meeting during the board or commission's discussion of or voting 
on, the matter. 

 
(D) No prohibition established in this section shall be construed to prevent members of 

city council, or the appointees to any board or commission of the city, or a city  
employee,  from voting on or participating in a matter relating to the adoption of laws, 
rules and/or policies that apply generally to all employees, officials and/or members 
of the public and the effect of which dos not confer a benefit on the official or 
employee that is distinguishable from the effect on other employees, officials or 
members of the public or a substantial segment of the public. 

 
Section 4. Standards of conduct. 

 
(A) Standards for immediate family members. A city official or employee commits a 

violation of this policy if an immediate family member, with the official's or 
employee's knowledge, intentionally or knowingly: 
(1) Solicits, accepts or agrees to accept from another person any benefit that the 

member's relative, who is a city officer or employee, is prohibited from soliciting, 
accepting or agreeing to accept under state law; 

(2) Misuses any official information obtained from the member's relative, who is a 
city officer or employee, to which the relative has access by virtue of the relative's 
office or employment and that has not been made public, in a manner prohibited 
as to the relative under state law; or 
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(3) Misuse, as defined in V.T.C.A., Penal Code §39.01, any city property, services, 
personnel or any other thing of value belonging to the city that has come into the 
member's custody or possession by virtue of the office or employment of the 
member's relative who is a city officer or employee. 

 
(B) Representation and appearance at meetings. No city official or employee shall 

knowingly: 
(1) Appear before the body of which the officer or employee is a member, or 

otherwise participate in any proceedings, as a representative for any private 
person, including the officer or employee or any immediate family member, 
except that an official or employee may represent their interests in their own 
property before a board, agency, commission or department of the city. 

(2) Participate in any proceedings, directly or indirectly, wherein the official or 
employee represents the interests of any outside employer, business entity, group 
or interest in any matter, action or proceeding against the interests of the city or 
in any litigation in which the city or any department, agency, commission or board 
thereof is a party; 

(3) Accept other employment or engage in outside activities incompatible with the 
full and proper discharge of city duties or that might impair independent judgment 
in the performance of city duties; or 

(4) Make a false statement of material fact at a public meeting. This subsection shall 
not be construed to deprive an officer or employee of the right to due process 
under the law, including the right to represent himself/herself in a court 
proceeding. 

 
(C) Representation by council members. No city council member shall knowingly 

represent any private person, including the city council member or any immediate 
family member, or any outside employer, business entity, group or interest in any 
matter before any department, agency, commission or board of the city, except that 
city council members may represent their interests in their own property before a 
board, agency, commission or department of the city. 

 
(D) Representation in municipal court. In any action or proceeding in the municipal court 

which is instituted by a city officer or employee in the course of official duties: 
(1) No city council member shall knowingly represent any private person other than 

himself or herself. If a city council member elects to have a trial in municipal 
court, the city council, without the participation of the affected city council 
member, will appoint a special judge to preside over the trial. 

(2) No city officer or employee shall knowingly represent any private person other 
than himself or herself, including any immediate family member, or any group or 
interest. 
 

(E) Representation in land use and development matters. A member of the planning and 
zoning commission shall not knowingly represent the member or any other person, group 
or interest in any matter before the zoning board of adjustments involving land use or 
development, and a member of the zoning board of adjustments shall not knowingly 
represent the member or any other person, group or interest in any matter before the 
planning and zoning commission involving land use or development. This subsection 
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does not apply to members representing their interests in their own property. 
 

(F) Prohibited use of city position. A city official or employee shall not use his or her position 
to unfairly advance or impede private interests, or to grant or secure, or attempt to grant 
or secure, for any person (including himself or herself) any form of special consideration, 
treatment, exemption, or advantage beyond that which is lawfully available to other 
persons. A city official or employee who represents to a person that the official or 
employee may provide an advantage or impediment to the person based on the official's 
or employee's office or position violates this rule. 

 
Section 5. Contracts with city; cligihi1ity for appointment or election to office. 

 
(A) No member of the city council and no city employee shall have a financial interest in the 

sale to the city of any land, materials, supplies or service, outside of the person's position 
with the city. Any person having an interest shall be ineligible for election as a city 
council member or appointment as a city employee, and any city council member or city 
employee who acquires an interest shall forfeit the office or employment. Any violation 
of this subsection with the actual or constructive knowledge of the city council member 
or employee shall render the contract voidable by the city manager or the city council. 
 

(B) In subsection (a) of this section and in subsection 2.425(c), the term "sale to the city'' 
includes a sale to city-sponsored entities and organizations subject to substantial control 
by the city in one or more of the following respects: 
(1) All or a majority of the governing body of the entity or organization is appointed by 

the city council; 
(2) The city provides more than one-half of the operating funds of the entity or 

organization; 
(3) The city has approval authority over purchasing decisions made by the entity or 

organization; 
(4) The city has approval authority over bonds or other indebtedness issued by the entity 

or organization; or 
(5) The city has approval authority over the budget of the organization. 

 
(C) This section does not apply to acquisition of property by the city as a result of eminent 

domain proceedings or the threat of eminent domain proceedings. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2003-2646-A 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING ORGANIZATION AND 
PROCEDURES FOR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS; FINDING 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS LAW; PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE: 

Section 1 – GENERAL 
 
Parliamentary law and the rules of procedure derived from such law are essential to all deliberative 
organizations so that they may consider all matters before them in an effective and efficient manner 
and produce results that are legal and binding. Moreover, such procedural safeguards ensure due 
process during deliberations among members of the organization while at the same time protecting 
the rights of both the group and each member. Accordingly, these rules of procedure establish 
guidelines to be followed by all persons attending City Council meetings, including members of the 
City Council, administrative staff, news media, citizens, and visitors. 
 
Section 2 – AUTHORITY 
 
The City Charter of La Porte, Texas, provides in Article II. City Council, Section 2.07 that the 
Council “shall meet regularly as such times as may be prescribed by its rules but not less frequently 
than once each month.” and that the Council “shall determine its own rules and order of business.”  
Thus, these rules of procedure are established. In the event of any conflict between the City Charter 
and these rules of procedure, the City Charter shall prevail. 
 
The parliamentary reference for the City Council is the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of 
Order Newly Revised (RONR). When any issue concerning procedure arises that is not covered by 
the Rules of Procedure, the City Charter, or state law, the Council will refer to RONR, which shall 
determine such procedural issue. 
 
Section 3 – MEETINGS 
 
The City Council shall follow both the letter and the spirit of Chapter 551 of the Texas Government 
Code (the Texas Open Meetings Act). 
 
Section 1-23.01. Regular Meetings. 

 
(A) Time. The City Council will generally shall hold regular meetings on the second and fourth 

Monday of each month, at 6:00 o'clock p.m.; provided, however, that when the day fixed 
for any regular meeting of the Council falls upon a day designated by law as a legal or 
national holiday, such meeting shall be held on such other date as determined by City 
Council. 

 
(B) Time. The City Council shall hold special or workshop meetings, if necessary, on the third 

Monday of each month, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., or at such other date and time as may be 
determined under Section 1-202 Special Meetings, hereof; provided, however, that when 
the day fixed for any special or workshop meeting of the Council falls upon a day 
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designated by law as a legal or national holiday, such meetings shall be held on such other 
date as determined by City Council. 

 
(C)(B) Place. All regular, special, and workshop meetings of the City Council shall be 

held in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 604 West Fairmont Parkway, in the City of La 
Porte, Harris County, Texas, unless otherwise directed by City Council, or required by law. 

 
Section 1-23.02. Special Meetings. The Mayor on his own motion or at the request of the City 
Manager shall call special meetings of the City Council whenever in their opinion the public 
business may require it, or at the express written request of any three (3) members of the City 
Council. Such written request shall be filed with the City Secretary, and shall contain the agenda 
item requested for the special meeting. Whenever a special meeting shall be called, written notice 
thereof shall be delivered to each member of the Council, or, if written notice cannot be timely 
delivered, telephone notice shall be given, stating the date and hour of the meeting and the purpose 
for which such meeting is called. 
 
Section 1-23.03. Agenda. The Mayor, the City Manager, the City Secretary, or the City Attorney, 
or any three (3) members of the City Council by written request, may place an item on a City Council 
agenda. The written request by three (3) members of City Council shall include a clear description 
of the proposed action by the Council (in the form of a proposed motion), or shall clearly state the 
item is for discussion purposes only, shall be of sufficient detail to allow staff to contribute 
background information on the topic, and shall be filed with the City Secretary by 5:00 p.m., 
Thursday, two weeks prior to the Monday night City Council meeting (and a commensurate period 
for special meetings)be filed with the City Secretary, and shall contain the agenda item requested. 
Any deviations from or amendments to an agenda, either past the established deadlines or once 
posted, should be exceedingly rare and of a clearly significant nature. All reports, communications, 
ordinances, resolutions, contract documents, or other matters to be submitted to the Council shall, 
at least seven (7) days prior to each Council meeting,also be delivered to the City Secretary on the 
same schedule. 
 
The City Secretary will coordinate the placement and content of items on the agenda with the City 
Manager, who will resolve any conflicts with Mayor and Councilpersons. Agenda items may be 
removed only by the person who initially placed that item on the agenda, whereupon the City 
Secretary shall immediately arrange a list of such matters according to the Order of Business and 
furnish each member of the Council, the Mayor, the City Manager, and the City Attorney with a 
copy of the same prior to the Council meeting and as far in advance of the meeting as time for 
preparation will permit.  
 
Drafts of contracts, ordinances, resolutions, or other items requiring review should be submitted to 
the City Attorney in a manner timely enough to allow for their review prior to this submittal deadline 
above. None of the foregoing matters shall be presented to the Council by the administrative 
officials except those of an urgent nature, and the same, when so presented, shall have the written 
approval of the City Manager before presentation. 
 
Section 4 - STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 
 
4.01. City Councilpersons. 
 
It is important that Councilpersons demonstrate civility to one another as individuals, for the validity 
of different opinions, for the democratic process, and for the community and citizens being served. 
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Elected officials should exhibit appropriate behavior. All members of the City Council have equal 
votes and all Councilpersons speak only for themselves. 
 
4.02. Council Relations with the Media. 
 
All City press releases, media advisories, story suggestions, or similar items should go through the 
City Secretary’s office for distribution, with exception of factual police department bulletins which 
designated officers may send directly, with copy to the City Secretary. 
 
4.03. Citizens and Visitors. 
 

(A) Reactions from the audience following the recognition and rewarding of citizens and 
special guests is considered appropriate and encouraged. Reactions from the audience 
during staff presentations to the Council and during debate between Councilpersons are 
not appropriate and not permitted. The presiding officer will ensure that the decorum of 
the meeting is maintained and is appropriate. 

 
(B) No placards, banners, or signs will be permitted in the City Council chamber or in any 

other room in which the City Council is meeting. Exhibits, displays, and visual aids used 
in connection with presentations to the City Council, however, are permitted. 

 
With the exception of those locations designated as free speech venues, City Hall may not be used 
for political campaign-related functions or events. City resources or equipment may not be used for 
election campaigning which includes, but is not limited to, the passing out of campaign flyers, signs, 
buttons, or other campaign materials for any candidate or officeholder. No one may make a 
contribution to a candidate or officeholder in City Hall. No one may solicit support for a candidate 
or officeholder or accept a contribution for such in City Hall. Campaign flyers, signs, buttons, or 
other campaign materials for any candidate or officeholder are prohibited in City Hall or on City 
property except as allowed by state law. (This paragraph also addresses the political signs 
on City property discussion, which the Council may instead choose to address via a 
separate document.) 
 
Section 5 – DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF COUNCILPERSONS 
 
5.01.     Seating Arrangement. 
 
The Mayor shall determine seating of the Council and Charter Officers. 
 
5.02. Conflict of Interest. 
 
A City Councilperson prevented from voting by a conflict of interest, shall step down from the dais 
and leave the room (per Sec. 3(c)(4) of the City’s adopted Ethics & Conflict of Interest Policy, 
attached as Appendix A), shall not vote on the matter, shall not participate in discussions regarding 
the matter or attempt to influence the Council’s deliberation of the matter in any way, shall not 
attend executive sessions regarding the matter, and shall otherwise comply with the state law and 
city ordinances concerning conflicts of interest including Chapter 171 of the Local Government 
Code. 
 

Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt

Formatted: List Paragraph, Left, Indent: Hanging: 
0.43", Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: A, B, C,
… + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at:  0.5" +
Indent at:  0.75"

Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt

Formatted: Indent: Hanging:  0.43"

Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt

Formatted: List Paragraph, Left, Indent: Hanging: 
0.43", Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: A, B, C,
… + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at:  0.5" +
Indent at:  0.75"

Formatted: Font: Italic

Formatted: Font: 14 pt, Bold, Italic, Highlight

Formatted: Font: 14 pt, Bold, Italic, Highlight

Formatted: Not Highlight



 

6 
 

5.03. Voting. 
(A) When a vote is called, every member present shall vote either "Aye" or "No" except on 

matters involving a conflict of interest that compels a Councilperson to abstain. 
 

(B) Any vote to which there is an objection shall be taken by counted vote; except that, on 
the demand of a single Councilperson, a roll call vote shall be taken. After the result of 
a vote is announced, a member may not change a vote unless, before the adjournment of 
that meeting, permission is given to change the vote by a majority vote of the members 
present. 

 
Section 6 - CHAIR AND DUTIES 
 
 
Section 1-2046.01. The Presiding Officer-Duties. The presiding officer of the Council shall be the 
Mayor. The Presiding Officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at all regular and special 
meetings of the Council. He shall state every question coming before the Council, announce the 
decision of the Council on all subjects and decide all questions of order, subject, however, to an 
appeal to the Council, in which event a majority vote of the Council shall govern and conclusively 
determine such question of order. He shall be entitled to vote on all questions. He shall sign all 
ordinances and resolutions adopted by the Council during his presence. In the event of the absence 
of the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem shall sign ordinances or resolutions as then adopted. 
 
Section 1-2056.02. Call to Order-Presiding Officer. The Mayor, or in his absence, the Mayor Pro 
Tem, shall take the chair precisely at the hour appointed for the meeting, and shall immediately call 
the Council to order. In the absence of the Mayor or the Mayor Pro Tem, the City Secretary, or his 
or her Assistant, shall call the Council to order, whereupon a temporary chairman shall be elected 
by members of the Council present. Upon arrival of the Mayor or the Mayor Pro Tem, the temporary 
chairman shall immediately relinquish the chair upon the conclusion of the business immediately 
before the Council. 
 
Section 1-2066.03. Roll Call. Before proceeding with the business of the Council, the City 
Secretary, or his or her deputy shall note in the minutes, the names of those present. Late arrivals or 
departures of Council members shall be noted by the Presiding Officer, and recorded by the City 
Secretary in the minutes. 
 
Section 1-2076.04. Quorum. A majority of all the members elected to the Council shall constitute 
a quorum at any regular or special meeting of the Council. In the absence of a quorum, the Presiding 
Officer shall, at the request of any three (3) members present, compel the attendance of absent 
members. 
 
Section 1-2086.05. Order of Business.  All meetings of the Council shall be open to the public, in 
accordance with the Texas Open Meetings LawAct. Promptly at the hour set by law on the day of 
each regular meeting as posted as required by law, the members of the Council, the City Secretary, 
the City Attorney, the Mayor, and the City Manager, shall take their regular stations in the Council 
Chambers, and the business of the Council shall generally be taken up for consideration and 
disposition in the following order: 
 

1. Call to Order 
1.2. Invocation and Pledges of Allegiance. 
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3. Proclamations and Presentations. 
2.4. Public Comments 
3.5. Consent Agenda. (Any member of the Council may remove any item from the Consent 

Agenda for discussion.) These items are typically routine in nature. 
a. Approval of minutes of previous meeting. 
b. Purchases, Contracts, or Transactions. 

4. Petitions, remonstrances, communications, and citizens and taxpayers wishing to address 
the Council. 

5. Public Hearings. 
6 New Business: 

a. Introduction and adoption of resolutions and ordinances. 
b. Receive reports and recommendations from City staff. 
a. 6. Statutory Agenda 
b.  
c. 7. Reports of City Officers and Sstaff -Boards-Committees. 
7. Previously tabled items. 
8. Executive Session. 
9. Workshop Items. 

11. 8. Administrative Reports. 
12. Council Comments. 9. Items of Community Interest (in accordance with state law) 
12. 10. Executive and/or workshop sessions (as appropriate) 
13. 11. Reconvene in public session (as needed following executive sessions) 
13.14. 12. Adjournment. 

 
Section 1-209. Reading of Minutes. Unless a reading of the minutes of a Council meeting is 
requested by a member of the Council, such minutes may be approved without reading if the City 
Secretary has previously furnished each member with a copy thereof. 
 
Section 1-2106.06. Rules of Debate. 
 

(A) Presiding Officer May Debate and Vote, Etc. The Mayor or Mayor Pro Tem, or such other 
member of the Council as may be presiding may move, second and debate from the chair, 
subject only to such limitations of debate as are by these rules imposed on all members and 
shall not be deprived of any of the rights and privileges of a Councilperson by reason of his 
acting as the Presiding Officer. 
 

(B) Getting the Floor-Improper References to be Avoided. Every member desiring to speak 
shall address the Chair, and, upon recognition by the Presiding Officer, shall confine 
himself to the question under debate, avoiding all personalities and indecorous language. 
 

(C) Interruptions. A member, once recognized, shall not be interrupted when speaking unless 
it be to call him to order, or as herein otherwise provided. If a member, while speaking, be 
called to order, he shall cease speaking until the question of order be determined, and, if in 
order, he shall be permitted to proceed. 
 

(D) Did something get omitted Privilege of Closing Debate. The Councilperson moving the 
adoption of an ordinance or resolution shall have the privilege of closing the debate. 
 
(E) Motion to Reconsider. A motion to reconsider any action taken by the Council may 
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be made only on the day such action was taken. It may be made either immediately during 
the same session, or at a recessed or adjourned session thereof. Such motion must be made 
by one of the prevailing side, but may be seconded by any member, and may be made at 
any time and have precedence over all other motions or while a member has the floor; it 
shall be debatable. Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent any member of the Council 
from making or remaking the same or any other motion at a subsequent meeting of the 
Council. 
 

(F)(D) Remarks of Councilperson--When Entered in Minutes. A Councilperson may 
request, through the Presiding Officer, the privilege of having an abstract of his statement 
on any subject under consideration by the Council entered in the minutes. If the Council 
consents thereto, such statement shall be entered in the minutes. 
 

(E) Synopsis of Debate--When Entered in Minutes. The City Secretary may be directed by the 
Presiding Officer, with consent of the Council, to enter in the minutes a synopsis of the 
discussion on any question coming regularly before the Council. 
  

(G)(F) Relevance of Debate. In the interest of being respectful of the time commitment of 
City Councilpersons, the Council expects that issues adequately addressed prior to the 
meeting not be reprised during the meeting. 

 
Section 1-2116.07. Addressing the Council.  Before each meeting of City Council the City 
Secretary shall place make public comment cards forms availableon the table in the rear of the 
Council Chambers, on which any taxpayer or resident, or his authorized representative, or any 
member of the public, may sign his name and address, and indicate the subject matter on which he 
wishes to speak or submit a written communication. 
 

(A) Oral Communications. Individuals may address the Council by oral communication in 
regard to matters appearing on the City Council agenda, or any other subject matter, by 
completing all requested information on the public comment card form, and placing it at 
the City Secretary’s desk on the dais,,said public comment card in the box located on the 
table in the rear of the Council Chambers, not later than five (5) minutes before 
commencement of the meeting. Oral communication to Council shall be in the manner 
provided in Section 1.212 hereof. 

 
(B) Written Communications. Individuals may address the Council by written communication 

in regard to matters appearing on the City Council agenda, or any other subject matter, by 
completing all requested information on the public comment card, and placing said public 
comment card, along with the proposed written communication, in the box located on the 
table in the rear of the Council Chambers, not later than five (5) minutes before 
commencement of the meeting. 

 
Section 1-212. Manner of Addressing Council 
 

(A) Time Limit. Each person addressing the Council shall step up to the podium, shall give his 
name and address in an audible tone of voice for the records, and unless further time is 
granted by the Council, shall limit his address to five (5) minutes. All remarks shall be 
addressed to the Council as a body and not to any member thereof. No person, other than 
the Council and the person having the floor shall be permitted to enter into any discussion, 
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either directly or through a member of the Council, without the permission of the Presiding 
Officer. No question shall be asked to a Councilperson except through the Presiding Officer. 
Any such question shall be referred by City Council to the City managerManager, for further 
handling. 

 
(B) Limits on Repetitive or Redundant Presentations. The City Council shall have the right to 

place reasonable limits on the number, frequency, and length of presentations made during 
the comment period, in accordance with law. For such purposes the City Council may limit 
the number of persons who speak on a particular subject at a meeting, and the length of the 
individual presentations made, on such topic; accordingly, the City Council may place 
reasonable limits on the number of occasions that a person or persons speak on a particular 
subject, at successive Council meetings. Subject to the foregoing, the City Council shall not 
place limits on discussion of specific subject matter as it relates to any constitutionally 
guaranteed right of freedom of speech, or otherwise discriminate against a particular point 
of view. 7/19 addition in light of HB 2840 changes made above – Persons wishing to 
address the Council on more than one agenda item in a single meeting must speak on them 
all the first time they are called upon (additional time is not given for additional items – 
emailing, writing, calling, or visiting with Councilpersons outside of meetings is, of course, 
unlimited). 
 

Section 1-213. Addressing the Council After Motion Made. After a motion is made by the 
Council, no person shall address the Council without first securing the permission of the Council so 
to do. 
 
Section 1-2146.09. Silence Constitutes Affirmative Vote. Unless a member of the Council states 
that he is not voting, his silence shall be recorded as an affirmative vote. 
 
 
Section 1-2156.10. Decorum. 
 

(A) By Councilpersons Members. While the Council is in session, the members must preserve 
order and decorum, and a member shall neither, by conversation or otherwise, delay or 
interrupt the proceedings or the peace of the Council nor disturb any member while speaking 
or refuse to obey the orders of the Council or its Presiding Officer, except as otherwise herein 
provided. 
 

(B) By Persons. Any person making personal, impertinent, or slanderous remarks or who shall 
become boisterous while addressing the Council shall be forthwith, by the Presiding Officer, 
barred from further audience before the Council, unless permission to continue be granted 
by a majority vote of the Council. 

 
Section 1-2166.11. Enforcement of Decorum. The Chief of Police, or such member or members 
of the Police Department as he may designate, shall be Sergeant-at-Arms of the Council meetings. 
He, or they, shall carry out all orders and instructions given by the Presiding Officer for the purpose 
of maintaining order and decorum at the Council meeting. Upon instructions of the Presiding 
Officer, it shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms, or any of them present, to place  remove any 
person who violates the order and decorum of the meeting under arrest, and cause him to be 
prosecuted under the provisions of this Code, the complaint to be signed by the Presiding Officer. 
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Section 1-217. Persons Authorized to be at Tables. No person shall be permitted to be at the two 
tables in front of the Council table, without the express consent of the Council. 
 
Section 1-2186.12. Special Committees. The establishment and members of aAll special committees 
shall be appointed decided by a majority vote of the Council, unless prescribed by the City Charter 
or other action of the Council. 
 
Section 1-219. Members May File Protests Against Council Action. Any member shall have the 
right to have the reasons for his dissent from, or protest against, any action of the Council entered 
on the minutes. 
 
Section 1-220. Claims Against City. No account or other demand against the City shall be allowed 
until the same has been considered and reported upon by the City Manager and the City Attorney. 
 
Section 1-2216.13. Ordinances, Resolutions, Motions and Contracts. 
 

(A) Preparation of Ordinances. All ordinances shall be approved by the City Attorney. No 
ordinance shall be prepared for presentation to the Council unless ordered by three (3) 
members of the Council, or requested by the City Manager, or prepared by the City Attorney 
on his own initiative, in consultation with the City Manager. 

 
(B)(A) Prior Approval by Administrative StaffI. All ordinances, resolutions and 

contract documents shall, before presentation to the Council, have been approved as to form 
and legality by the City Attorney or his authorized representative, and shall have been 
examined and approved for administration by the City Manager or his authorized 
representative, where there are substantive matters of administration involved. 

 
(C) Introducing for Passage or Approval. 
 

(1) Ordinances, resolutions, and other matters or subjects requiring action by the Council 
must initially be produced/written, introduced, and sponsored by a member of the 
Council, except that the City Manager or City Attorney may present ordinances, 
resolutions, and other matters or subjects to the Council, and any Councilperson may 
assume sponsorship thereof by moving that such ordinances, resolutions, matters or 
subjects be adopted; otherwise, they shall not be considered. per the guidelines of 3.03 
Agenda, above. 

 

(2) An ordinance may have final passage on the same day on which it was introduced. 
 

(3)(2) No ordinance shall relate to more than one subject, which shall be 
clearly expressed in its title, and no ordinance, or section thereof, shall be amended or 
repealed unless the new ordinance contains the title of the ordinance or section 
amended or repealed, and when practical all ordinances shall be introduced as 
amendments to existing ordinances or sections thereof. 

 
(4) Any resolution providing for the appropriation of money shall designate the particular 

fund from which the appropriation is to be made. 
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Section 1-2226.14. Reports and Resolutions to be Filed with the City Secretary. All reports and 
resolutions shall be filed with the City Secretary and entered on the minutes. 
 
Section 7 – CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 
7.01.   Council Committees Established. 
 

(A) The following standing committees of the City Council are established: 
 

(1) Fiscal Affairs Committee 
(2) Drainage and Flooding Committee 

 
(B) Each standing committee shall review matters in its area of responsibility that are 

referred to it by the City Council or the City Manager. A standing committee may, 
by majority vote, recommend action to the City Council, but committee 
recommendation is not necessary for a matter to be placed on the City Council 
agenda. The committee chair may make a statement on behalf of the committee on 
an item in a meeting of the Council. 

 
7.02.  Appointment. Appointment to and composition of the committees has been established 
through prior Council action and may be amended by such. 

 
7.03. Council Committee Meetings. 
 

(A) Council standing committees shall meet as necessary. 
 
(B) The committee chair shall develop committee meeting agendas through 

coordination with fellow committee members and appropriate supporting staff 
members. The committee chair will coordinate with the City Secretary to ensure 
that the committee meeting agenda is posted as appropriate. 

 
7.04. Council Ad Hoc Committees. 
 

The Mayor may appoint ad hoc committees from time to time to study and review 
specific issues. The Mayor shall determine the number of members and appoint a 
chair of ad hoc committees. The ad hoc committees shall be established for a 
designated period of time, which may be extended by the Mayor and shall meet as 
needed. The Mayor shall formally announce the establishment of any ad hoc 
committee along with his appointments to that committee in a session of Council 
prior to the committee convening to conduct business. 

 
Section 8 – RULES SUSPENSION 
 
Any provision of these rules not governed by the City Charter, City Code, or state law may be 
temporarily suspended by a two-thirds vote of the members of the City Council present. 
 
 
Section 1-223. Adjournment. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and decided without 
debate. 
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Section 1-224. Executive Sessions.  Every regular, special or called meeting or session of City 
Council shall be open to the public. No closed or executive meeting  or session of City Council for 
any of the purposes for which closed or executive meetings or sessions are authorized by the Open 
Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code, shall be held unless City Council has first 
been convened in open meeting or session for which lawful notice has been given and during which 
meeting or session the Presiding Officer has publicly announced that a closed or executive meeting 
or session will be held and identified the section or sections of said Act authorizing the holding of 
such closed or executive session. No final action, decision, or vote with regard to any matter 
considered in the closed meeting shall be made except in a meeting which is open to the public and 
in compliance with the notice provisions of the Act. 
 
Section 1-225. Open Meetings Law Notice. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites, 
and declares that a sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of 
the City Council was posted at a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City for the 
time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, 
Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public as required by law at all 
times during which this ordinance and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, considered and 
formally acted upon. The City Council further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice 
and the contents and posting thereof. 
 
Section 1-226. Repeal. Ordinance No. 1435 and Ordinance No. 1435-A are repealed as of the 
effective date hereof. 
 
Section 1-227. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective from and after its passage and 
approval. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

ETHICS POLICY 
Adopted July 22, 2013, by Ordinance 2013- 3489 

 
Section 1. Policy and purposes. 

 
(A) General policy statement. It is the policy of the city that all city officials and 

employees shall conduct themselves both inside and outside the city's service so as to 
give no occasion for distrust of their integrity, impartiality, or devotion to the best 
interest of the city and the public trust which the city holds. 

 
(B) Appearance of impropriety. Public service is a public trust. All city officials and 

employees are stewards of the public trust. They have a responsibility to the citizens 
of the city to administer and enforce the City Charter and city ordinances. To ensure 
and enhance public confidence in city government, each city official and employee 
must strive not only to maintain technical compliance with the principles of ethical 
conduct set forth in this article and in state law, but also to avoid the appearance of 
impropriety at all times. 
  

(C) This code of ethics has three purposes: 
(1) To encourage ethical conduct on the part of city officials and employees; 
(2) To encourage public service with the city; 
(3) To establish standards for ethical conduct for city officials and employees by 
defining and prohibiting conduct that is incompatible with the interests of the city; 

 
(D) 'This code of ethics is not intended to be used as a political weapon or to intimidate or 

embarrass affected persons. The officials charged with administration of this code of 
ethics shall administer it in a manner that avoids any such use of this code of ethics. 

 
Section 2. Definitions. 

 
In this policy: 

 
Benefit means anything reasonably regarded as pecuniary gain or pecuniary advantage, 
including any money, real or personal property, purchase, sale, lease, contract, option, 
credit, loan, discount, service or other tangible or intangible thing of value. Benefit 
includes a pecuniary gain or pecuniary advantage to any other person in whose welfare 
the beneficiary has a direct and substantial interest. 

 

Business entity means a sole proprietorship, partnership, firm, corporation, holding 
company, joint-stock company, receivership, trust, unincorporated association, or any 
other entity recognized by law, including a nonprofit organization or governmental entity. 

 
Economic interest includes a legal or equitable interest in real property, personal 
property, or intangible property, or a contractual right, including but not limited to receipt 
of compensation and/or benefits. Service by a city official or employee as an officer, 
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director, advisor, or other active participant in a nonprofit educational, religious, 
charitable, fraternal, or civic organization does not create for that city official or employee 
an economic interest in the property of the organization. Ownership of an interest in a 
mutual or common investment fund that holds securities or other assets is not an economic 
interest in the securities or other assets unless the person in question participates in the 
management of the fund. 

 
Employee means any person employed by the city, whether under civil service regulations 
or not, including those individuals on a part-time basis, but not including any independent 
contractor. 

 
Immediate family means the spouse, children, brothers, sisters and parents of an officer 
or employee. 

 
Officer or official means the mayor or any member of the city council and any appointive 
member of a city board, commission or committee established by ordinance, charter or 
state law. 

 
Section 3. Prohibition against involvement in actions affecting economic interests. 

 
(A) General rule. It shall be a violation of this policy for a city official or employee to 

participate in any proceedings or take any official action that he or she knows is likely 
to: 
(1) Affect an economic interest of: 

(a) The official or employee; 
(b) His or her immediate family member; 
(c) A member of his or her household; 
(d) An outside employer of the official or employee or of his or her immediate 

family member; 
(e) A business entity in which the official or employee or his or her immediate 

family member holds an economic interest; 
(f) A business entity for which the city official or employee serves as an 

employee, officer or director, or otherwise functions in any policy making 
position; or 

(g) A person or business entity from whom the official or employee, or his or her 
immediate family member, has solicited, received and not rejected, or accepted 
an offer of employment within the past twelve months; or 

(2) Confer a benefit on the official or employee, or deprive the official or employee of 
a benefit, where the effect of the action on the official or employee is 
distinguishable from the effect of the action on other employees or ffofficials, 
members of the public in general or a substantial segment of the public. 

 
(B) Meaning of "affect". 

(1) In subsection (a)(l) above, an action is likely to affect an official's or employee's 
economic interest if it meets all of the following: 
(a) The action is likely to have an effect on that interest, either positive or negative, 

that is distinguishable from its effect on other employees or officials, members 
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of the public in general or a substantial segment of the public. 
(b) The effect of the action on that interest is direct, and not secondary or indirect. 

However, the action need not be the only producing cause of the effect in order 
for the effect to be direct. 

(c) The effect on the interest must be more than insignificant or de minimis in 
nature or value. 

(2) In determining whether a person, entity or property is or was affected by an 
official's or employee's participation in proceedings, vote or decision, it will not be 
necessary to prove the actual existence or occurrence of an economic effect or 
consequence if the effect or consequence would be reasonably expected to exist or 
occur. 

 
(C) Recusal and disclosure. A city official or employee whose conduct would otherwise 

violate subsection (a), or a state conflict of interest law if he or she participated in 
proceedings or took an action, must abstain from participation in the action in 
accordance with the following: 
(1) Immediately refrain from further participation in the matter, including discussions 

with any persons likely to consider the matter, from the time he or she discovers 
or reasonably should have discovered the matter triggering the recusal; 

(2) Promptly file necessary documentation disclosing the nature and extent of the 
interest triggering the recusal with the city clerk, if the person is an official, or with 
the person's supervisor, if the person is an employee; 

(3) Promptly notify the person's supervisor of the nature and extent of the interest 
triggering the recusal, if the person is a city employee, so that the supervisor can 
reassign responsibility for handling the matter to another person; and 

(4) Promptly disclose the interest triggering the recusal, if the person is a member of 
the city council, a city board or commission, to other members of the city council, 
board or commission, and leave the room in which the city council, board or 
commission is meeting during the board or commission's discussion of or voting 
on, the matter. 

 
(D) No prohibition established in this section shall be construed to prevent members of 

city council, or the appointees to any board or commission of the city, or a city  
employee,  from voting on or participating in a matter relating to the adoption of laws, 
rules and/or policies that apply generally to all employees, officials and/or members 
of the public and the effect of which does not confer a benefit on the official or 
employee that is distinguishable from the effect on other employees, officials or 
members of the public or a substantial segment of the public. 

 
Section 4. Standards of conduct. 

 
(A) Standards for immediate family members. A city official or employee commits a 

violation of this policy if an immediate family member, with the official's or 
employee's knowledge, intentionally or knowingly: 
(1) Solicits, accepts or agrees to accept from another person any benefit that the 

member's relative, who is a city officer or employee, is prohibited from soliciting, 
accepting or agreeing to accept under state law; 

(2) Misuses any official information obtained from the member's relative, who is a city 
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officer or employee, to which the relative has access by virtue of the relative's 
office or employment and that has not been made public, in a manner prohibited 
as to the relative under state law; or 

(3) Misuse, as defined in V.T.C.A., Penal Code §39.01, any city property, services, 
personnel or any other thing of value belonging to the city that has come into the 
member's custody or possession by virtue of the office or employment of the 
member's relative who is a city officer or employee. 

 
(B) Representation and appearance at meetings. No city official or employee shall 

knowingly: 
(1) Appear before the body of which the officer or employee is a member, or 

otherwise participate in any proceedings, as a representative for any private 
person, including the officer or employee or any immediate family member, 
except that an official or employee may represent their interests in their own 
property before a board, agency, commission or department of the city. 

(2) Participate in any proceedings, directly or indirectly, wherein the official or 
employee represents the interests of any outside employer, business entity, group 
or interest in any matter, action or proceeding against the interests of the city or 
in any litigation in which the city or any department, agency, commission or board 
thereof is a party; 

(3) Accept other employment or engage in outside activities incompatible with the 
full and proper discharge of city duties or that might impair independent judgment 
in the performance of city duties; or 

(4) Make a false statement of material fact at a public meeting. This subsection shall 
not be construed to deprive an officer or employee of the right to due process 
under the law, including the right to represent himself/herself in a court 
proceeding. 

 
(C) Representation by council members. No city council member shall knowingly 

represent any private person, including the city council member or any immediate 
family member, or any outside employer, business entity, group or interest in any 
matter before any department, agency, commission or board of the city, except that 
city council members may represent their interests in their own property before a 
board, agency, commission or department of the city. 

 
(D) Representation in municipal court. In any action or proceeding in the municipal court 

which is instituted by a city officer or employee in the course of official duties: 
(1) No city council member shall knowingly represent any private person other than 

himself or herself. If a city council member elects to have a trial in municipal 
court, the city council, without the participation of the affected city council 
member, will appoint a special judge to preside over the trial. 

(2) No city officer or employee shall knowingly represent any private person other 
than himself or herself, including any immediate family member, or any group or 
interest. 
 

(E) Representation in land use and development matters. A member of the planning and 
zoning commission shall not knowingly represent the member or any other person, group 
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or interest in any matter before the zoning board of adjustments involving land use or 
development, and a member of the zoning board of adjustments shall not knowingly 
represent the member or any other person, group or interest in any matter before the 
planning and zoning commission involving land use or development. This subsection 
does not apply to members representing their interests in their own property. 
 

(F) Prohibited use of city position. A city official or employee shall not use his or her position 
to unfairly advance or impede private interests, or to grant or secure, or attempt to grant 
or secure, for any person (including himself or herself) any form of special consideration, 
treatment, exemption, or advantage beyond that which is lawfully available to other 
persons. A city official or employee who represents to a person that the official or 
employee may provide an advantage or impediment to the person based on the official's 
or employee's office or position violates this rule. 

 

Section 5. Contracts with city; cligihi1ity for appointment or election to office. 
 

(A) No member of the city council and no city employee shall have a financial interest in 
the sale to the city of any land, materials, supplies or service, outside of the person's 
position with the city. Any person having an interest shall be ineligible for election as a 
city council member or appointment as a city employee, and any city council member or 
city employee who acquires an interest shall forfeit the office or employment. Any 
violation of this subsection with the actual or constructive knowledge of the city council 
member or employee shall render the contract voidable by the city manager or the city 
council. 
 

(B) In subsection (a) of this section and in subsection 2.425(c), the term "sale to the city'' 
includes a sale to city-sponsored entities and organizations subject to substantial control 
by the city in one or more of the following respects: 
(1) All or a majority of the governing body of the entity or organization is appointed by 

the city council; 
(2) The city provides more than one-half of the operating funds of the entity or 

organization; 
(3) The city has approval authority over purchasing decisions made by the entity or 

organization; 
(4) The city has approval authority over bonds or other indebtedness issued by the entity 

or organization; or 
(5) The city has approval authority over the budget of the organization. 

 
(C) This section does not apply to acquisition of property by the city as a result of eminent 

domain proceedings or the threat of eminent domain proceedings. 
 

Section 6. Restrictions on former employees. 
 

(a) No former city employee shall, for a period of one year from the date of leaving city 
employment, knowingly: 
(1) Appear at a meeting of a board or commission staffed by members of the department 

of which the employee was a member, as a representative for any private person, 
including the employee or any immediate family member, or any group or interest. 
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(2) Represent, directly or indirectly, any private person, including the former employee 
or any immediate family member, or any group or interest in any action or 
proceeding against the interests of the city or in any litigation in which the city or 
any department, agency, commission or hoard thereof is a party. 

 
(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing prohibitions, a former employee may represent their 

interests in their own property before a board, agency, commission or department of the 
city.  Furthermore, this subsection shall not be construed to deprive a former employee 
of the right to due process under the law, including the right to represent himself in a 
court proceeding. 

 
(c) In any action or proceeding in the municipal court which is instituted by a city officer or 

employee in the course of official duties, no former city employee shall, for a period of 
one year from the date of leaving city employment, knowingly represent any private 
person other than himself or herself, including any immediate family member, or any 
group or interest. 

 
(d) For a period of one year from the date of leaving employment, a former city employee 

shall not have any financial interest in the sale to the city of any land, materials, supplies 
or service. Any violation of this subsection with the actual or constructive knowledge of 
the former city employee shall render the contract voidable by the city manager or the 
city council. This subsection shall not apply to a former city employee whose 
employment was terminated as part of a reduction in force. 
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REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested: September 9, 2019  

Requested By: Mayor Louis Rigby  

Department: City Council  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits:  

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

This item is placed on the agenda to allow City Council the opportunity to discuss our 
approach to locations for warehouse/wholesaler/distribution operations in La Porte.   

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 

I move to direct staff to place an administrative hold on any new or pending zoning 
change and/or SCUP application for warehouse/wholesale/distribution proposed for the 
City of La Porte.  

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



               
               
               
            
 

Council Agenda Item 
September 9, 2019 

 
 
   
7 (a) Receive report of the La Porte Drainage and Flooding Committee Meeting – Councilperson Jay 

Martin 

 

 
 



Council Agenda Item
September 9, 2019

8. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
• City Council Special Session, Thursday, September 19, 2019
• Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting, Thursday, September 19, 2019
• City Council Meeting, Monday, September 23, 2019
• Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting, Thursday, September 26, 2019
• City Council Special Session, Monday, September 30, 2019

9. COUNCIL COMMENTS Hear announcements concerning matters appearing on the agenda; items
of community interest; and/or inquiries of staff regarding specific factual information or existing policy
from the Mayor, Councilmembers, and City staff, for which no formal action will be discussed or
taken.

10. ADJOURNMENT

******************************************************************
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